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See	What	Happens	When	the	Bible	Is	Read 
 The return from Babylonian capƟv-
ity is truly one of the least known parts of the 
history of Israel but marks one of the most 
remarkable periods in the lives of God’s cho-
sen people. When Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, leŌ the city of Jerusalem, he leŌ 
nothing but ruins behind. The walls were 

gone and no longer was there a temple, a priesthood, an altar, 
an ark of the covenant, two tablets of stone with the 
Ten Commandments inscribed on them—there was 
no city—it all lay in ruins. It was desƟned to stay this 
way for seventy years, for God had promised a return 
of a righteous remnant to restore the great city. 
 The return was not immediately completed 
nor was Jerusalem rebuilt quickly. When the seventy 
years of capƟvity ended, Zerubbabel brought the  
largest number of Jews with him back to the city. The popula-
Ɵon of Jerusalem during the celebraƟon of its feast days be-
fore the capƟvity had to be hundreds of thousands. The num-
ber who returned with Zerubbabel was 42,360 (Ezra 2:64). 
They did not immediately rebuild the city but they first built 
the temple. True worship was not restored unƟl Ezra and those 
who came with him brought that about. Nehemiah came later 
and the city was sƟll devastated, and he brought about the 
rebuilding of the walls so the city could be safely repopulated. 
God had promised and it had happened! 

  With the temple, the priesthood and the walls com-
pleted, all the Jews—all the men, women and children who 
were old enough to understand—assembled in an open 
square. Ezra stood on a large podium and brought the copy of 
the law of God with him. The Bible described it this way: “So 
they read disƟnctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they 
gave the sense, and helped them to understand the read-
ing” (Neh. 8:8).  He began at daylight and finished reading the 

Word of God at noon. 
 The results were amazing. “All the people 
wept, when they heard the words of the Law” (Neh. 
8:9). They listened to the reading of the Word of God 
for the next seven days and there was a great revival 
(Neh. 8:18). When they found they had not been 
worshiping God in the right way in keeping one of 
the feast days, they immediately did what they had 

learned from simply reading the Bible. They did it the right 
way. “For since the days of Joshua the son of Nun unƟl that 
day the children of Israel had not done so. And there was very 
great gladness” (Neh. 8:17).  
 This is precisely what respecƟng the Bible brings 
about. Read the book. Make it simple enough so even children 
can understand it. Let the listeners’ hearts be humbled and 
determined to do His will and change their lives to do it God’s 
way. What would happen if America had this kind of heart!?  

By Dan Jenkins 

What happens 
when men read 
the Bible deter-

mined to find the 
will of God 

But	Did	You	Worship?	
 Sometimes we may equate “being in 
an auditorium” with worshiping.  Sometimes 
we may associate “gathering with other peo-
ple on Sunday” as worship.  But, when we 
are (1) in an auditorium (2) with other Chris-
tians on Sunday, do we actually worship?  
That is a critical question to answer. 

 We have a God-given responsibility to “worship” God 
(John 4:23-24), to “praise” God (Heb. 13:15), to 
“glorify” God (Rev. 15:4), to “Give to the Lord the glory 
due His name” (1 Chron. 16:28-29).  This requires de-
sire, thought, effort, determination, activity, etc.  
There is nothing “passive” about worshiping God.  I 
am not to be an observer or spectator.  From begin-
ning to end, my heart and body must be engaged. 
 However, we sometimes place the emphasis 
in the wrong place.  It is not that some things are not essential 
to worship, and it is not that some things could cause heartfelt 
worship to be made unacceptable to God, but we must not 
lose sight of the real purpose and focus of our worship.  Give 
this some thought. 
 You may go to worship on Sunday (not Saturday), as 
Scripture teaches (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2), but did you wor-
ship?  You may partake of the Lord’s Supper every single first 
day of the week, as Scripture teaches (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:17-

34; 16:1-2), but did you worship?  You may sing with the con-
gregation without the accompaniment of mechanical instru-
ments, as Scripture teaches (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 13:15), 
but did you worship?  You may ensure that you are in a place 
were males lead the worship assembly, as Scripture teaches (1 
Tim. 2:8-14; 1 Cor. 11:3; 14:34-35), but did you worship?   
 You may arrive on time and stay for the entire service, 
but did you worship?  You may give a large amount of money, 

but did you worship?  You may stay awake through 
the whole sermon, but did you worship?  You may 
sing out, follow along with the prayer and say 
“Amen,” and take of the bread and juice, but did you 
worship? 
 It may look, on the outside, like you did eve-
rything right and that you were worshiping God, but 
only you and the Lord know your heart to know if 

you truly did worship Him.  Jesus spoke of those who mis-
placed the real focus of worship and said, “These people draw 
near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from Me” (Matt. 15:8).  In the next verse, Je-
sus said that such worship (which is not, by definition, actually 
worship) is “in vain” (15:9). 
 Our Lord is “worthy to be praised” (Psa. 18:3) and to 
“receive glory and honor” (Rev. 4:11).  When we gather with 
other Christians on Sunday, let’s make sure we worship Him. 

By David Sproule 

There is nothing 
“passive” 

about 
worshiping God 
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Ancient	Words,	Ever	True	
 We sing some amazing songs in 
worship to our God. Some speak of God’s 
power, some about His love. Many songs are 
about the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But, there is a song I’d like to take a closer 
look at that is about the magnificent words 
of the Bible: “Ancient Words.” It has a sim-

ple, yet beauƟful melody and helps us to focus on and give our 
appreciaƟon to God for the great, soul-saving giŌ of 
His words. 
 The first stanza says, “Holy words long pre-
served for our walk in this world; they resound with 
God’s own heart, O, let the ancient words impart.” 
The song begins with the fact that the words of God 
are holy. These aren’t just any old words. They are 
the words of Almighty God. Psalm 18:30 tells us, “As 
for God, His way is perfect; The word of the Lord is proven; He 
is a shield to all who trust in Him.” Then, the song states an 
oŌen overlooked blessing, that the Scriptures have been pre-
served throughout the ages. God saw fit to make sure that 
once we received His word, it would never be lost (cf. MaƩ. 
24:35). In Romans 3:1-2, Paul talks about how God preserved 
the Old Testament, “What advantage then has the 
Jew?...because to them were commiƩed the oracles of God.” 
And now, that responsibility was passed to the Lord’s church, 
who have kept them perfectly for 2,000 years. How amazing! 

 The second stanza reads, “Words of life, words of 
hope, give us strength, help us cope; in this world where're we 
roam, ancient words will guide us home.”  The Bible gives us 
comfort. No maƩer what tragedies may happen in our lives, 
we can always go the words of God to liŌ our spirits. Psalm 
119:54 tells us, “Your statutes have been my songs In the 
house of my pilgrimage.” Whatever life brings, I can rejoice in 
the words of God. 

 The third stanza says, “Holy words of our 
faith handed down to this age, came to us thru sacri-
fice; O, heed the faithful words of Christ.” We conƟn-
ue the reminder of the preservaƟon of the Scriptures, 
but focus, this Ɵme, on the sacrifices men made to 
bring them to us. Over the millennia, men of God 
poured their Ɵme and energy into copying the Bible. 
And in the pursuit of translaƟng it into common lan-

guages, some even lost their lives. We owe a tremendous debt 
to the men that God used to preserve the Bible for us today. 
 The chorus states, “Ancient words, ever true, chang-
ing me, and changing you; we have come with open hearts, O, 
let the ancient words impart.” What a precious giŌ the Bible is. 
In the pages of Scriptures are words of life, leading to salva-
Ɵon. May we show our appreciaƟon by conƟnuing to open our 
hearts and let the words of God change our lives and guide our 
steps to walk in the ways of the Lord. 

By Robert Lupo 

Whatever life 
brings, I can    

rejoice in the 
words of God. 

Every form! 
 
As a kid, we played a variety of games to see “how close” we 
could get to something.  We used paper footballs or some-
Ɵmes quarters (or coins) to slide across a table and see how 
close to the edge of the table we could get—trying to get it to 
hang over the side without falling off. 
 
SomeƟmes, it seems like we play the same 
game with our lives.  We try to see how close to 
the edge we can get without falling off.  That’s 
why God makes His instrucƟons to us abun-
dantly clear.  He uses the word “abstain” (1 
Thess. 4:3; 5:22; 1 Pet. 2:11), which means “to 
avoid contact with, to keep away, to hold one-
self from.”  When God tells us to “abstain” from something, He 
is not permiƫng us to see “how close” we can get to it. 
 
Consider 1 Thessalonians 5:22—“Abstain from every form of 
evil.”  Underline “every form.”  What “form” and “how close” 
can I get to sexual impurity, moral impurity, greed, hatred, 
jealousy, wrath, selfishness, envy, drinking, etc., etc. (Gal. 5:19
-21)?  Let us NOT see “how close” we can get to sin!  Let us 
hold ourselves far away!  – DS  

More blessings than burdens 
 
Back in the day, we used small calculators, which could only 
display a limited number of digits.  If you entered a calculaƟon 
which resulted in a number too large to display, it would dis-
play an error.   
 
Speaking of numbers too large to calculate, when was the last 

Ɵme that you counted up all of the struggles 
and burdens that you’re dealing with?  Here’s a 
guess—that total is probably not as large as you 
might think it is. 
 
Now, when was the last Ɵme that you calculat-
ed all of your blessings that God conƟnues to 

shower down upon you?  Have you experienced “the windows 
of heaven” being opened to “pour out for you such a blessing 
that there [is] not room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10)?  
Have you made a concerted effort to “forget not all His bene-
fits” (Psa. 103:2)?  Have you taken Ɵme to consider, “What 
shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits toward me?” (Psa. 
116:12)?  Your human brain will not be able to calculate and 
display the infinite number of Divine blessings in your life!  – 
DS  

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Jimmie Banks dialysis treatments 

Judy Carmack chronic health issues 

John LoŌis back pain, weakness 

Tiffany Mayes dialysis treatments 

Joel Ramirez dialysis treatments 

Sherri Richmond mulƟple health issues 

Ongoing Health Issues 

Millie Ames Daniel Johnson 
Josie Dawson Kasandra Jones 
Zula GarreƩ Leigh PuckeƩ 
Dick Haines Don Seay 
LoreƩa Holaday Ricky Smedley 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Ally Alberga abdominal surgery postponed unƟl August 15 

Dianne Halenda sƟll dealing with swelling and pain in her leg 

ChrisƟna Jones recovering from surgery on her legs 

Cheryl Milton recovering at home from surgery on her mouth 

Jackie Stout being treated for Afib, pacemaker surgery on Aug. 21 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 
Jerry Davis Judy Bird’s brother, recovering from heart stents  

Vera Gibson Ophelia Holmes’ sister, dealing with back issues 

Daniel Greaves DanneƩe Margarini’s father, surgery on his hand soon 

Tom Holaday Dave & LoreƩa Holaday’s brother, in rehab aŌer stroke 

Roy Willis Shelley NesbiƩ’s father, undergoing tests 
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Sunday, August 3 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium. 
 
Sunday, August 10 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up.  Meet in 

the front of the auditorium. 
♦ Back-to-School Ice Cream Social aŌer evening worship 

in the Family Room.  Bring ice cream, toppings and 
drinks to share.  

 
Sunday, August 17 
♦ No His Kids Class.  Class will resume next week. 
♦ Jr. High Devo aŌer evening worship.  See Robert Lupo 

for details. 
 
Sunday, August 24 
♦ His Kids Class at 5:30 p.m. for Age 3 and up. Meet in the 

front of the auditorium. 
 
Saturday, August 30 
♦ Sr. High Basketball Hangout at 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 3 
♦ Young Adult Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. in Adult 3.  Do you 

have a Bible quesƟon that you would like answered?  
Please place it in the mailbox in the classroom or give it 
to Ivan Villard.   

 
Saturday, August 9 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Dion & 

Misty Hayes.  See Ivan Villard for more details. 
 
Saturday, August 23 
♦ Young Adult Connect Day at 3:30 p.m. in the Family 

Room.  We will be helping to host the Widows & Wid-
owers with their Bunko Party.  See Ivan Villard or John 
Hoelzer for more details. 

 
Saturday, September 13 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of David & 

Traci Sproule.  See Ivan Villard for more details. 
 
Saturday, October 4 
♦ Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. 

Monday, August 4 
♦ NO Monday Night Bible Study.  Class will resume on 

August 25. 
 
Tuesday, August 5 
♦ Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fam-

ily Room. 
 
Wednesday, August 6 
♦ Summer Series: “When the Trumpet of the Lord Shall 

Sound” at 7:00 p.m.  BapƟste Joseph will be speaking 
on “Will He Find Me Unashamedly Defending His 
Truth?” Jr. High, Sr. High and adults will meet in the 
Auditorium. 

 
Sunday, August 10 
♦ Back-to-School Ice Cream Social aŌer evening worship 

in the Family Room.  Bring ice cream, toppings and 
drinks to share. All members are encouraged to enjoy 
this Ɵme of fellowship! 

 
Tuesday, August 12 
♦ Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fam-

ily Room. 

Thursday-Monday, August 14-18 
♦ PBL Group to Polishing the Pulpit.  Please keep this 

group in your prayers as they travel.  See Jeff Leslie for 
more details. 

 
Friday-Thursday, August 15-21 
♦ Polishing the Pulpit.  Thousands of ChrisƟans will gath-

er in Sevierville, Tennessee for a Ɵme to refresh, renew 
and recharge.  Visit polishingthepulpit.com for details.  

 
Tuesday, August 19 
♦ No Tuesday  Morning Bible Study.  Class will resume 

next week. 
 
Saturday, August 23 
♦ PBL Ladies’ Prayer MeeƟng at 1:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room.  See Maria Hackshaw for more details. 
♦ Widows & Widowers Bunko Party at 4:15 p.m. in the 

Family Room.  Pizza will be served for dinner.  See John 
or Sue Hoelzer for more details. 

 
Sunday, August 24 
♦ PBL Family Photos Updated aŌer morning services or 

before evening services in the Family Room  
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1. What percentage of the Bible have you read? 

2. What percentage of your prayers are giving thanks to God? 

3. What percentage of people you meet do you invite to church? 

4. What percentage of the church family do you know by name? 

5. What percentage of your prayers are praising how great God is? 

6. What percentage of worship services have you aƩended since being bapƟzed? 

7. What percentage of Wednesday night assemblies do you aƩend each year? 

8. What percentage of the neighbors on your street know you are a ChrisƟan? 

9. What percentage of the church family have you texted with encouraging notes? 

10. What percentage of your prayers include intercession for others? 

11. What percentage of songs in worship do you sing out hearƟly? 

12. What percentage of your day is spent in spiritual, ChrisƟan-focused maƩers? 

13. What percentage of Sundays do you arrive early and/or stay late to visit? 

14. What percentage of worship aƩendees do you speak to? 

15. What percentage of your income (before taxes) do you give to the Lord? 

What 
Percentage? 

No blanks to fill in. 
Just thought questions.  
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  Henry & Bereather Williams placed membership at Suncoast. 

LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Roxroy & Karen Edmondson; Mr. 
Dane Eaks; Mrs. Tangela & Semaj Jackson; Mrs. ChrisƟna 
Jones; Mr. Jo’Sies Kelly; Ms. Tiffany McIntosh; Miss D.L. 
Moore; Mr. Tyler NesbiƩ; Ms. Carmen Perez; Mr. Josue Rodri-
guez; Mrs. Trellini Smith; Mr. Joshua Tull; Ms. Atalia Williams; 
and Ms. Staci Young. 
OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. JusƟn & Sharah Collier; 
Chapel Hill, NC; Miss LaDon Cruz, Ft. Lauderdale, FL; Mrs. Kelly 
Hansen, Bedford, TX; Mr. Bob & Trey Higbee, Henderson, TN; 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew & Rachel Jenkins, Melbourne, FL; and Mr. 
Ryan Stark, Copperas Cove, TX.  

 We rejoice with ChrisƟna Jones who was bapƟzed on 
July 20.   
 

 We would like to thank our church family for all the 
prayers, cards and words of encouragement. We appreciate it 
deeply! Thank you. James & Michelle Green 

Sunday, August 3rd 
Stephen Beliech 
Karen Lester 
Allison Roman 
Seth Watson 
 
Monday, August 4th 
Bryan Galvez 
 
Tuesday, August 5th 
Roy & Charlene Knowles (Ann.) 

Wednesday, August 6th 
Lena Gadson 
 
Thursday, August 7th 
Jeff & Jennifer Goodale (Ann.) 
Kirk Crews 
 
Friday, August 8th 
Silas & Debora Lynch (Ann.) 
Michael Menendez 
Mary Porter 

Sunday,  
July 27 

Those to Serve 
If you are unable to serve, please contact the Service Coordinator for the week or Rick Hall at 827-4269.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance July 27 Jun Avg 
 Sun. Bible Study 156 142 
 Sun. AM Worship 242 256 
 Sun. PM Worship 102 106 
 Wed. Bible Study 132 143 
ContribuƟon $15,944 $17,012 

2025 Weekly Budget: $16,803 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: $2,814 

Sunday Morning, August 3 
 Singing .................................... Dion Hayes 
 Opening Prayer ........................ Phil Porter 
 Scripture Reading.................. Orlando Lolo 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper ................... Richard Watson 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer .................. Robert Mariano 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Ryan Hankins Tim Mahlbacher 
  Namdidie Ikon Bret NesbiƩ 
  Todd JuckeƩ Taylor Reeves 
  Steward Lynch Lawrence Williams 

Sunday Evening, August 3 
 Singing ................................. Dion Hayes 
 Opening Prayer ............. Stephen Beliech 
 Scripture Reading .............. Joe Maloney 
 Singing 
 Lord’s Supper .................... Tom Garrison 
 Singing 
 ContribuƟon 
 Singing 
 Sermon 
 Singing 
 Closing Prayer .................... Troy Alberga 
 

 Serve at Table: 
  Rick Hall Trevin Roman 
 
Audio this week: Ricky Smith 
Computer this week: Buzz Nelson 
Video this week: Ed Gager 

Ushers for this week: Victor Colage & Tim Fry 
Safety Team for this week: Nahum Villard 

Wednesday Evening, August 6 
 Singing ........................... Daniel Wagner 
 InvitaƟon ................................ Dan Fuller 
 Family Prayer ..................... Jeff Goodale 

Service Coordinator: 
Rick Hall 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 
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Front Cover:  Lynne Jorgensen 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


