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The	End	of	Demon	Possession 

 In last week’s arƟcle, we looked at 
the closing chapters of Zechariah which de‐
scribed the New Testament age. The prophet 
foresaw the piercing of the side of Jesus and 
the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost 
(Zech. 12:10). He also saw the smiƟng of the 
Shepherd in Gethsemane and the scaƩering 

of His sheep (Zech. 13:7; MaƩ. 26:31).  

 He looked at the day when a fountain would 
be opened in Jerusalem and its healing water would 
cleanse the world of sin and uncleanness (Zech. 
13:1). You know who that Fountain is.  

 Then, in Zechariah 13:2, the prophet re‐
vealed a truth that so many have not seen. He proph‐
esied that when the Messianic age came there would 
be the end of demon possession.  “It shall be in that 
day...I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to depart 
from the land” (12:7). It is tragic that so many have failed to 
see this prophecy. Many believe that people today are demon 
possessed, and Hollywood has popularized the concept of the 
exorcism of demons. Look again at this verse. God foretold the 
day when there would be an end to demon possession. 

 Demon possession is rarely found in the Old Testa‐
ment. Perhaps they might have been included in the diviners 
and those with familiar spirits menƟoned there, but this is far 

different from those demons which possessed people in the 
New Testament and caused blindness, deafness, inability to 
speak, a child casƟng himself into the fire and superhuman 
strength to Legion. Demons could even be found in a heard of 
swine (Luke 8:30‐32).  

 Those demons in Luke eight recognized that Jesus was 
the Son of God and that His work included casƟng them into 
the abyss of the boƩomless pit (MaƩ. 8:28; Luke 8:31). They 

knew it was eventually going to happen, but ques‐
Ɵoned Jesus if that Ɵme had fully come. Obviously, it 
had not, so they were sent into the swine. 

 Demon possession is rarely found in either 
the Old Testament or aŌer the ascension of Jesus. 
Study MaƩhew 12 to see Jesus’ discussion of what 
was happening as He cast out demons. He was doing 
this to bind the strong man (Satan) before the Lord 

entered the house Satan possessed. Jesus entered that house 
and came out of Hades possessing the keys. Satan was ruined 
for he no longer could trouble men by the fear they had of 
death (Heb. 2:14‐15). Study these passages carefully. Jesus had 
to visibly show, by casƟng out demons, that He and His apos‐
tles had power over Satan. 

 We misunderstand demons because we have been 
more influenced by false teaching (and movies) than by the 
Bible.  Study the Bible more deeply. It is truly a light to us. 

By Dan Jenkins 
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Many	Will	Seek	to	Enter	and	Will	Not	Be	Able	
 Jesus “went through the ciƟes and 
villages” of Perea and was “teaching,” while 
He was “journeying toward Jerusalem” for 
the last Ɵme (Luke 13:22).  There were many 
things He needed to share with the people in 
these closing weeks of His life.   

 One message that resonated with 
“one” of His hearers was when Jesus spoke of “few” who 
would be “saved” (13:23).  Perhaps this follower 
heard Jesus say, “Narrow is the gate and difficult is 
the way which leads to life, and there are few who 
find it” (MaƩ. 7:14).  Perhaps He heard Jesus say, 
“For many are called, but few chosen” (MaƩ. 20:16).  
The response of Jesus is striking when the man 
asked, “Lord, are there few who are saved?”  Jesus 
did not say, “No!  What are you talking about?”  In 
fact, Jesus emphasized the point even more. 

 The words of Jesus in Luke 13:24 are sobering!  He 
answered the querist intensely, “Strive to enter through the 
narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will 
not be able.”  Jesus emphasized that the way to salvaƟon is 
“narrow” (i.e., difficult to navigate), and that one must 
“strive” (Greek word is agonizomai) or “agonize” in every way 
to enter that narrow door.  So, the first part of Jesus’ response 
to the man is affirmaƟve: “Few will be saved!” 

 The second part of Jesus’ response in this verse is just 
as affirmaƟve.  Jesus plays off of the word “few” who will be 
saved and focuses on the “many” who will not.  Consider care‐
fully what Jesus says: “Many (not a few!), I say to you (not 
someone else!) will seek to enter (a true desire and endeavor) 
and will not be able.”  How sad!  How tragic!  How sobering!  
Many will seek to enter into heaven but will not.  Why not? 

 Some seekers will not enter heaven because they 
have been deceived by human doctrines and are fol‐
lowing manmade religion (Mark 7:6‐13).  Some seek‐
ers will not enter heaven because they do not have a 
love for the truth and have instead believed a lie (2 
Thess. 2:10‐12).  Some seekers will not enter heaven 
because they think that their own goodness or the 
goodness of their family will secure their entrance 
(John 8:31‐59).  Some seekers will not enter heaven 

because they are led astray by the cares of this world and the 
deceiƞulness of riches (MaƩ. 13:22).  Some seekers will not 
enter heaven because they are gradually hardened by the de‐
ceiƞulness of sin in their lives and don’t even realize it (Heb. 
3:7‐18). 

 This is no joking maƩer!  This is no “the preacher is 
too strict” maƩer!  This is an eternal maƩer that caught a 
man’s aƩenƟon to ask, “Lord, are there few who are saved?”  
Jesus said, “Many will seek to enter and will not be able!” 

By David Sproule 
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Conϐidence	in	God’s	Provision	
 The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower; The righteous runs into it and is safe 
(Prov. 18:10). This is a lesson that Solomon 
learned from his father, David. Many of the 
Psalms are prayers to the Lord.  

 “Hear my cry, O God; Give heed to 
my prayer. From the end of the earth I call to 

You when my heart is faint; Lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I. For You have been a refuge for me, A tower of 
strength against the enemy” (Psa. 61:1‐3). This is a 
Psalm of prayer. Many Ɵmes, David had been in a 

situaƟon to cry out to God for help—in Ɵmes of war, 
in Ɵmes of personal sin, in Ɵmes of family issues. 
Over and over he faced many challenges. During 
those challenges, he always cried out to the Lord. 
From that he learned to trust in Him. We see his con‐
fidence in his prayer. “This is the confidence which we have 
before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He 
hears us” (1 John 5:14). Similarly, in Hebrews, “Therefore, do 
not throw away your confidence, which has a great re‐
ward” (10:34).  

 It is faith that produces this confident hope. “Let me 
dwell in Your tent forever; Let me take refuge in the shelter of 
Your wings. For You have heard my vows, O God; You have 
given me the inheritance of those who fear Your name” (Psa. 

61:4‐5). This is similar to “Do not let your heart be troubled; 
believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are 
many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; 
for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:1‐3). We trust the 
One that is the Good Shepherd. “I am the good shepherd, and I 
know My own and My own know Me, even as the Father 

knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My 
life for the sheep” (John 10:14‐15).  

 David understood the promises of God. 
“You will prolong the king's life; His years will be as 
many generaƟons. He will abide before God forever; 
Appoint lovingkindness and truth that they may pre‐
serve him. So I will sing praise to Your name forever, 
That I may pay my vows day by day” (Psa. 61:6‐8).  

 There are some lessons that we can draw from this 
today. God knows our dilemmas and cares (1 Pet. 5:7). We are 
to trust God and “know in whom we have believed” (2 Tim. 
1:12}. We are to pray earnestly without losing heart (Luke 

18:1). We can remember the mercies of God—His longsuffer‐
ing and paƟence with us. That can moƟvate us to keep our 
vows just as Thomas declared, “My Lord and my God!” (John 
20:28). We can sƟll say with confidence and trust, “lead me to 
the rock that is higher than I” (Psa. 61:2).  

By Josh Blackmer 
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Do you know more than the devil? 
 
While Satan was aƩacking the integrity of God in his denuncia‐
Ɵon of Job, the evil one actually revealed much about the 
providenƟal care of God for His people.  And, he was Ɵpping 
his hand to show that even the devil knows and can see how 
much God blesses His people.   
 
The devil knows that God has “made a hedge 
around” His children (Job 1:10).  Did you know 
that?  Read Psalm 139:5 and John 10:27‐29.  
The devil knows that God has “blessed the work 
of” His children (Job 1:10).  Did you know that.  
Read Colossians 3:23‐24 and Ephesians 6:7‐8.  
The devil knows that God has “increased” the 
“possessions” of His people.  Did you know that?  Read 
MaƩhew 6:33 and 2 Corinthians 9:8. 
 
Do you know as much as the devil knows?  Actually, as a faith‐
ful child of God, you know more!  The devil thought that God’s 
“servant Job” would “surely curse” God if his physical blessings 
were removed (Job 1:11).  The devil was wrong!  You are more 
blessed than Job ever was!  You have even more reason to 
stand strong against the dumb devil!  – DS 
 

Your purpose, even from your mother’s 
womb 

 
We oŌen quote Jeremiah 1:5 to prove that there is life in the 
womb.  But have you considered the rest of the verse?  God 
looked at the life in the womb, and even before his birth, God 
“ordained” Jeremiah to be “a prophet to the naƟons.”  Consid‐
er a similar statement made by the prophet Isaiah (Isa. 49:1).  

The apostle Paul said that “God…separated me 
from my mother’s womb and called me through 
His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might 
preach Him among the GenƟles…” (Gal. 1:15‐
16).  All of these passages emphasize life in the 
womb (before birth), but they also emphasize a 
desire of God for that life to grow to be used by 

and for Him. 
 
While there may have been some factors in place with Jeremi‐
ah, Isaiah and Paul in the womb that are a bit different than 
with us today, consider the fact that God sƟll has the same 
desire for every baby, child, teen and adult today—to be used 
by God and to be used for God!  We have been “created…
formed…yes…made” for His “glory” (Isa. 43:7).  Simple as that!  
– DS 

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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The family of Sallie Moses, who passed away 
on Friday, November 20.  The Funeral Ser‐
vices will be held at our building on Tuesday, 
December 1.  The viewing will be at 10:00 
a.m. followed by the funeral at 11:00 a.m. 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Inell Ingram Courtyard Gardens (Jupiter) 

Joel Ramirez dialysis treatments 

Ongoing Health Issues Jean Archer recovering at home 

Glen Dawson recovering at home from a mitral valve procedure 

Eva Fulton recovering at home 

Terri Hahn diagnosed with leukemia 

Lynne Jorgensen recovering from a medical procedure 

John LoŌis sƟll dealing with severe back pain and weakness 

Cheryl Milton dealing with some medical issues 

Angie Seames recovering from surgery on her foot 

Wesley Williams hospitalized last week but is recovering at home 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 

Shelley Dayman Ally Alberga’s sister, nursing home, stage 4 kidney disease 

Ron Fernander Turkessa Fernander’s father, Lakeside Health Center 

Perrethia King BeƩye King’s sister, sƟll under Hospice Care 

Doug Philips Jacqui Jenkins’ brother, hospitalized with a spider bite 

Lori Wolfe Mike Ellis’ sister, tested posiƟve for COVID‐19 

Millie Ames Daniel Johnson 

Josie Dawson Don & BeƩy MaƩer 

Annie Faison Leigh PuckeƩ 

Dianne Frye Les Sawyer 

Margie Hardin Ricky Smedley 

LoreƩa Holaday Patricia Ventress 

Joe Holland  

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 
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Friday, December 4 
 Sr. High & YA Ladies’ Hangout at 7:00 p.m. at the home 

of Cara Blackmer. Bring snacks, drinks and your Bible.  
See Michelle Franck for more details.  

 
Monday, December 7 
 Men Meet Monday Night at 7:00 p.m. at the pavilion 

on the church property.  All PBL men in Grades 9 and up 
are invited.  Bring your Bible, a chair, some meat to grill, 
a drink and your own plate/utensils.  This is a great op‐
portunity for men of all generaƟons to fellowship.  

 
Sunday, December 13 
 Jr. High & Sr. High Family MeeƟng at 5:00 p.m. in the 

Family Room.  All families are encouraged to come and 
hear about the plans for 2021. 

 
Saturday, December 19 
 Jr. High Mini-Golf & Ice Cream at 5:00 p.m.  See Ivan 

Villard for details. 
 Sr. High Holiday Party at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Bob 

& Jennifer Higbee.  Bring a $10 giŌ to exchange. 

Thursday, December 3 
 Ladies’ Soup Supper at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Traci 

Sproule.  Sign up on the bulleƟn board to bring a soup, 
bread, dessert or drink.  Bring an ornament for the ex‐
change.  See Traci Sproule for more details. 

 
Friday, December 4 
 Sr. High & YA Ladies’ Hangout at 7:00 p.m. at the home 

of Cara Blackmer. Bring snacks, drinks and your Bible.  
See Michelle Franck for more details.  

 
Saturday, December 5 
 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Andy & 

Letha Anderson.  Bring sides, desserts and drinks.  Wear 
some holiday themed clothing.  See Ivan Villard for 
more details. 

 
Monday, December 7 
 Men Meet Monday Night at 7:00 p.m. at the pavilion 

on the church property.  All PBL men in Grades 9 and up 
are invited.  Bring your Bible, a chair, some meat to grill, 
a drink and your own plate/utensils. 

Monday, November 30 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room with social distancing being pracƟced. 
 
Tuesday, December 1 
 Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fami‐

ly Room with social distancing being pracƟced. 
 
Thursday, December 3 
 Ladies’ Soup Supper at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Traci 

Sproule.  Sign up on the bulleƟn board to bring a soup, 
bread, dessert or drink.  Bring an ornament for the ex‐
change.  See Traci Sproule for more details. 

 
Sunday, December 6 
 EDP MeeƟng at 4:30 p.m. in the Family Room. 
 House-to-House/Heart-to-Heart Labeling aŌer evening 

worship in the Family Room.  Everyone is encouraged to 
stay and help out. 

 
Monday, December 7 
 Men Meet Monday Night at 7:00 p.m. at the pavilion 

on the church property.  All PBL men in Grades 9 and up 
are invited. 

Monday, December 7 (cont.) 
 Bring your Bible, a chair, some meat to grill, a drink and 

your own plate/utensils.  This is a great opportunity for 
men of all generaƟons to fellowship.  

 
Thursday, December 10 
 Combined Family Group Online Zoom Bible Study at 

7:00 p.m.  See Josh Blackmer for more details. 
 
Wednesday, December 30 
 No Midweek Bible Study.  Meet on Thursday, Decem‐

ber 31 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, December 31 
 Midweek Bible Study at 7:30 p.m.  Regular Bible classes 

will meet for children and adults (instead of Wednesday 
night). 

 New Year’s Eve Gathering at 9:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room.  Bring your favorite games to play and some per‐
sonal snacks for yourself.  Singing in the New Year will 
begin at 11:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday, January 3 
 Every Member Present Sunday for class and worship. 
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Key	Verses	in	Hebrews	&	James 
Find	these	verses.		Could	you	ϔind	some	without	a	concordance?	

1. “It is even a vapor that appears for a liƩle Ɵme and then vanishes away.” ___________ 

2. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” ___________ 

3. “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two‐edged sword…” ___________ 

4. “If you show parƟality, you commit sin…” ___________ 

5. “The effecƟve, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” ___________ 

6. “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled…” ___________ 

7. “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will liŌ you up.” ___________ 

8. “Where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.” ___________ 

9. “Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” ___________ 

10. “...not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some…” ___________ 

11. “...but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.” ___________ 

12. “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” ___________ 

13. “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but aŌer this the judgment…” ___________ 

14. “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” ___________ 

15. “He takes away the first that He may establish the second.” ___________ 

16. “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials.” ___________ 

17. “Leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfecƟon…” ___________ 

18. “Let every man be swiŌ to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.” ___________ 

19. “He who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death…” ___________ 

20. “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.” ___________ 

21. “There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.” ___________ 

22. “Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?” ___________ 

23. “Every good giŌ and every perfect giŌ is from above…” ___________ 

24. “He always lives to make intercession for them.” ___________ 

25. “...has in these last days spoken to us by His Son…” ___________ 
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LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. Dillon Airey; Mr. Damon Farrell; Ms. Syl‐
via Goldie; and Mr. Garfield Walks. 

OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Chad & Conley Brown, 
Tupelo, MS; Mr. & Mrs. Shea & Jordan Brown, Medina, TN; Mr. 
Jacob Campbell, Franklin, TN; Mr. & Mrs. Brent & Yvonne 
Clark, ChaƩanooga, TN; Mr. & Mrs. Eli & Kristen Dye, Addison, 
TX; Mr. & Mrs. Grant & Kathryn Fuller, Kennesaw, GA; Miss 
Lauren Fuller, Franklin, TN; Miss Kelly Hall, Dallas, TX; Miss 
Stacy Hall, Dallas, TX; Mr. & Mrs. Daniel & Kay Jenkins & Halie, 
Abilene, TX; and Mr. & Mrs. Brent & Lindsey McPherson, Ma‐
son & Maddie, Nashville, TN. 

Sunday Worship Services 
All Bible classes and worship services will be at the church building this week 

and will be webcast live from our website. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you for your kind remembrance of me and my 
family during the death of my brother, Benjamin Smith.  I am 
grateful for your kind expressions of sympathy.  I will always 
keep you close in heart and prayers.  May God conƟnue to 
bless you. 

    Mary Brown 

 Sloan Davis placed membership on Sunday, Novem‐
ber 22.   

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Nov. 22 Oct. Avg 

 Sun. Bible Study 133 129 

 Sun. AM Worship 197 196 

 Sun. PM Worship 93 107 

 Wed. Bible Study NA 126 

ContribuƟon $13,384 $15,940 

2020 Weekly Budget: $14,944 

Y‐T‐D ContribuƟon‐to‐Budget: $17,841 

Worship Services for Sunday, November 29 

9:00 a.m.  .................................. Bible Class 

10:00 a.m. .......... Morning Worship for ALL 

6:00 p.m. ............. Evening Worship for ALL 

 

Bible Class for Wednesday, December 2 

7:00 pm.  .............. Meet in the Auditorium 

 

Leading Singing ....................... Ivan Villard 

InvitaƟon ............................. Jimmie Banks 

Family Prayer ....................... Paul Metzkes 

 

(We will have a devo onal, the Family 

Prayer, then be dismissed to classes) 

 

 

Please observe good distancing inside the building and sit only in the designated pews. 

Sunday (November 29th) 
Aaron & Jennifer Walker (Ann.) 
Karen MacDonald 
Regina Paul 
 
Monday (November 30th) 
Andres Fernandez 
 
Wednesday (December 2nd) 
Pat Brown 

Wednesday (December 2nd) cont. 
Steward Lynch 
 
Friday (December 4th) 
Guadalupe Tipton 
 
Saturday (December 5th) 
Troy Alberga 
Adrienna Gadson 
Janice Osborne 

Sunday,  
November 22 
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Front Cover:  Cara Blackmer & Traci Sproule 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


