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There	Is	Only	ONE	Lord 

 As I was growing up at the West 
Huntsville (AL) congregaƟon, we had an hour
‐long Sunday night class for all the young 
people in the church. The class began with 
each of us saying a memory verse. Obviously, 
whoever went first got the “good ones” like 
“Jesus wept” (John 11:35). So, part of my life 

was finding the obscure verses that were very short which oth‐
ers just would not know. One of my favorites, which 
others seemed to overlook, was Ephesians 4:5—
”One Lord, one faith, one bapƟsm.” 

 Think about what this verse says—one Lord. 
While it is true that there are many who sit in places 
of authority on this earth—poliƟcians, policemen, 
teachers, your boss—there is one Lord above all oth‐
ers and He righƞully is the only true Lord. 

 Before He leŌ the earth He said—by the way, another 
short verse—“And Jesus came and spoke to them say, ‘All au‐
thority has been given to me in heaven and on  earth’” (MaƩ. 
28:18). Think about the meaning of these words. He is above 
all heavenly creatures and has dominion over every mortal on 
this earth! He has all authority.  

 In the vision Daniel saw of the ascension of Jesus, he 
saw Jesus’ arrival in heaven and being brought before God. 
“Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, naƟons, and languages should serve Him. His 
dominion is an everlasƟng dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be de‐
stroyed” (Dan. 7:14). What a momentous event this would 
have been to witness. All of creaƟon is subject to Him. 

 However, many have served other lords. The enƟre 
basis of pagan idolatry is a rejecƟon of the only Lord and bow‐
ing before an image of stone, wood or precious metal. Con‐

trast the concept of asking the help and guidance 
from any inanimate item and the concept of seeking 
a personal relaƟonship with a living Lord. 

 Now consider that much of the religious 
division in our land today is the result of changing the 
kingdom/church Jesus received when He came be‐
fore God. The One who has all authority never gave 
any mortal any right to change it. It seems that if you 

do not like the kingdom of the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
we have ignored His authority and created our own religious 
body, giving us what we want not what He wants.  

 Think about how pracƟcal it is to honor Him who has 
all authority. I have no authority, except that which the Lord 
gives me, over any part of my life. I have no Ɵme that is not 
His, I have no money that is not His, I have no rules of life 
which are not His. May I suggest that you memorize that short 
verse and meditate on how it applies to all of your life!  

By Dan Jenkins 

Our lives will 

totally change 

when we make 

the Lord of lords 

our Lord 

The	Danger	of	Manmade	Traditions	
 The sharpest rebukes of Jesus dur‐
ing His earthly ministry were directed at the 
Pharisees.  One such censure is found in 
Mark 7.  (By the way, it surprises some to 
learn that Jesus rebuked anyone, especially 
in a markedly stern manner.  The mental 
picture that some have of Jesus is of a soŌ, 

effeminate weakling.  Such a picture is so far from the reality.  
Mark 7 is evidence.) 

 Jesus (who was God on earth [MaƩ. 1:23] 
and could know man’s hearts [John 2:24‐25]) looked 
at the Pharisees and called them “Hypocrites.”  He 
went on to explain why.  He first quoted from Isaiah 
as the basis for this charge: “Well did Isaiah prophesy 
of you hypocrites, as it is wriƩen: ‘This people honors 
Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.  
And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the com‐
mandments of men’” (Mark 7:6‐7).  The efforts of the Phari‐
sees were hypocriƟcal (and in vain) because (1) their “heart” 
was not right with God (v. 6) and because (2) they subsƟtuted 
their own doctrines in place of the doctrines of God (v. 7). 

 Three Ɵmes in this text Jesus charged the Pharisees 
with placing dangerous and sinful emphasis on their own 
“tradiƟons.”  Look at the end of verse 8, “...you hold the tradi‐
Ɵon of men.”  Look at the end of verse 9, “...that you may keep 

your tradiƟon.”  Then, look in the middle of verse 13, 
“...through your tradiƟon which you have handed down.”  
Their tradiƟons involved the way they washed dishes (v. 8), 
their own manipulated care of their parents (v. 11‐12), and 
“many such things” that caused them (in their eyes) to “appear 
beauƟful outwardly” (MaƩ. 23:27).  Here’s the problem: They 
had taken these manmade doctrines and elevated them above 
and subs tuted them for the doctrine of God! 

 When an individual (or a church) places 
greater emphasis on their opinions, their personal 
beliefs, their handed‐down tradiƟons, their “we’ve 
always done it this way,” they fall prey to the same 
devil‐set trap as the Pharisees.  NoƟce very carefully 
the natural, immediate and grave consequences of 
such acƟons.  Jesus told the Pharisees that they were 
“laying aside the commandment of God” (v. 8), 

“rejecƟng the commandment of God” (v. 9) and “making the 
word of God of no effect” (v. 13).  Basically, they were puƫng 
themselves (and their doctrines) in the place of God. 

 The Lord will not tolerate anything (or anyone) that 
challenges His authority, His holiness or His revealed will.  We 
must never add to or take from God’s Word (Rev. 22:18‐19).  
We must never go beyond what He says (1 Cor. 4:6), “to do 
less or more” (Num. 22:18).  We must never manipulate His 
Word to fit our desires (Gal. 1:6‐9).  We must ever be faithful! 

By David Sproule 

The Lord will not 
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God	Is	Waiting	
 How long do you wait? You are at a 
traffic light. It goes from red to green. The 
person in front of you is clearly distracted, 
and your lane is the only one not moving. 
How long do you wait before you take ac‐
Ɵon? You are seated at a restaurant. Ten 
minutes pass, and no one has taken your 

drink order. It is busy but not slammed. They should’ve come 
to the table by now. How long do you wait before 
you leave or talk to the manager? While in some cul‐
tures Ɵme is viewed very differently, for us, we are a 
very fast‐paced society. Our expectaƟons of Ɵmely 
results and acƟons are very high. So, when we are 
forced to wait, as in the scenes afore menƟoned, we 
are put to the test. How long will we wait? I bring this 
up to reflect on the paƟence of God. 

 Peter, in his second leƩer, brings to our aƩenƟon that 
in the laƩer days there would be mockers saying, “Where is 
the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell 
asleep, all conƟnues just as it was from the beginning of crea‐
Ɵon” (2 Pet. 3:4). These that Peter menƟoned were mocking 
God and using it as evidence to His contrary. However, it is sƟll 
a quesƟon we might ask. How long, O Lord?  

 Peter reminds us of some facts to help keep things in 
perspecƟve. The first is that the world has been destroyed 
once already. “For when they maintain this, it escapes their 

noƟce that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago 
and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through 
which the world at that Ɵme was destroyed, being flooded 
with water. But by His word the present heavens and earth are 
being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and de‐
strucƟon of ungodly men” (2 Pet. 3:5‐7).  We know from gene‐
alogies in the book of Genesis that the Ɵme from creaƟon to 
the flood was roughly 1,656 years. How much of that was 

God’s paƟence tested? 

 The second fact is that God does not reckon 
Ɵme as we do. “But do not let this one fact escape 
your noƟce, beloved, that with the Lord one day is 
like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one 
day” (2 Pet. 3:8). We must remember that Ɵme is a 
created construct that He is not bound by. It was 
hundreds of years from the promises given to Abra‐

ham unƟl they were brought to fruiƟon. It was thousands of 
years before the messianic prophecies were fulfilled. We need 
to remember God is playing the long game.  

 Finally, Peter reminds us that we serve a paƟent God. 
“The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slow‐
ness, but is paƟent toward you, not wishing for any to perish 
but for all to come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). God is waiƟng 
for us. He hasn’t blown the horn yet. Knowing that He will, 
Peter reminds us how we should live in holiness for a day that 
will come (3:11) 

By Josh Blackmer 

Knowing this, 

how then should 

we live?  

That doesn’t really affect me 
 
Unless the hurricane is coming right for you, you’re not really 
concerned about it.  Ask someone who lives in Wyoming if 
they get nervous about hurricanes in Florida.  Ask someone in 
Maine if they get nervous about tornadoes in Oklahoma.  Not 
my problem, right? 
 
I wonder if ChrisƟans might think about that 
when it comes to how much we focus on poli‐
Ɵcs and worldly affairs.  It seems, for some of 
us, that we live and breathe what’s happening 
in Washington or our state capitals or on our 
favorite news channel.  In reality—or let me 
say, in the grand scheme of eternity and the 
salvaƟon of lost souls—why am I so overly concerned about 
what’s happening in American poliƟcs?  Where is my true, 
eternal, heavenly focus? 
 
Jesus once said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan!  You are an 
offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, 
but the things of men” (MaƩ. 16:23).  Could He say that to me 
today?  If it’s not going to affect eternity, why is it my constant 
focus?  Think about it.  – DS 
 

Do not imitate what is evil! 
 
The apostle John wrote about a person who (1) loved “to put 
himself first,” (2) rebelled against those in “authority,” (3) used 
“malicious words” against others, and (4) would not 
“welcome” others as equals.  Do you know anyone like that?  
Or, maybe I should ask, how many people do you know like 
that?  Our world is full of them!  But, here’s the kicker—that 

man of whom John wrote was in the church, 
and apparently held a leadership posiƟon in the 
church. 
 
Immediately aŌer the two‐verse censure of that 
brother, John said to Gaius, “Beloved, do not 
imitate what is evil, but what is good.  He who 

does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God” (3 
John 9‐11).    
 
Friend, it doesn’t maƩer if we’re talking about someone in the 
church or someone at work or someone in your extended fam‐
ily.  If someone is not behaving according to the standard of 
“good” set forth in the “Good Book” (see that list above of four 
ways evil can be exhibited), do not mimic them!  Ever!  For any 
reason!  – DS 
 

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Mary Brown, upon the passing of her broth-
er, Benjamin Smith, on Saturday, November 
7. 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Inell Ingram Courtyard Gardens (Jupiter) 

Joel Ramirez dialysis treatments 

Ongoing Health Issues Jean Archer recovering at home 

Lucy Bond recovering from heart cauterizaƟon 

Mary Coombs recovering from cataract surgery 

Glen Dawson recovering from a mitral valve procedure 

Eva Fulton recovering at home 

Patricia Hackshaw undergoing therapy 

Terri Hahn diagnosed with leukemia 

Daniel Harmon LoveƩa Harmon’s son, recovering from a seizure 

Charles Hayes now at home, undergoing tests 

Dan Johnson recovering at home 

John LoŌis sƟll dealing with severe back pain and weakness 

Cheryl Milton dealing with some medical issues 

Sallie Moses now at home, recovering from a procedure 

Angie Seames scheduled for major foot surgery on November 19 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 

Neva Benjamin Ophelia Holmes’ sister, fluid on her heart and lungs 

Shelley Dayman Ally Alberga’s sister, nursing home, stage 4 kidney disease 

Rena DeVaughn Adrienne Banks’ sister, undergoing cancer treatments 

Ron Fernander Turkessa Fernander’s father, Lakeside Health Center 

Adrienne Gatlin Pat PaƩerson’s daughter, undergoing cancer treatments 

Perrethia King BeƩye King’s sister, sƟll under Hospice Care 

Clara Medina Carolina Medina’s sister, dealing with health issues 

Don Fields Trish Clark’s brother, recovering from medical tests 

Heureuse Cadet Michelle Franck’s mother, recovering at home 

Millie Ames Daniel Johnson 

Josie Dawson Don & BeƩy MaƩer 

Annie Faison Leigh PuckeƩ 

Dianne Frye Les Sawyer 

Margie Hardin Ricky Smedley 

LoreƩa Holaday Patricia Ventress 

Joe Holland  

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 
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Friday, December 4 
 Sr. High & YA Ladies’ Hangout at 7:00 p.m. Bring 

snacks, drinks and your Bible.  See Michelle Franck for 
more details.  

 
Monday, December 7 
 Men Meet Monday Night at 7:00 p.m. at the pavilion 

on the church property.  All PBL men in Grades 9 and up 
are invited.  Bring your Bible, a chair, some meat to grill, 
a drink and your own plate/utensils.  This is a great op‐
portunity for men of all generaƟons to fellowship.  

 
Sunday, December 13 
 Jr. High & Sr. High Family MeeƟng.  All families are en‐

couraged to come and hear about the plans for 2021. 
 
Saturday, December 19 
 Holiday Party for Grades 5 & Under. 
 Jr. High Mini-Golf & Ice Cream at 5:00 p.m.  See Ivan 

Villard for details. 
 Sr. High Holiday Party at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Bob 

& Jennifer Higbee.  See Josh Blackmer for more details. 

Thursday, December 3 
 Ladies’ Soup Supper at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Traci 

Sproule.  Sign up on the bulleƟn board to bring a soup, 
bread, dessert or drink.  Bring an ornament for the ex‐
change.  See Traci Sproule for more details. 

 
Friday, December 4 
 Sr. High & YA Ladies’ Hangout at 7:00 p.m. Bring 

snacks, drinks and your Bible.  See Michelle Franck for 
more details.  

 
Saturday, December 5 
 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Andy & 

Letha Anderson.  See Ivan Villard for more details. 
 
Monday, December 7 
 Men Meet Monday Night at 7:00 p.m. at the pavilion 

on the church property.  All PBL men in Grades 9 and up 
are invited.  Bring your Bible, a chair, some meat to grill, 
a drink and your own plate/utensils.  This is a great op‐
portunity for men of all generaƟons to fellowship.  

 

Sunday, November 15 
 Wedding Shower for Robert Lupo & Reanna Johnson.  

at 4:00 p.m. in the Family Room. They are registered at 
Bed, Bath & Beyond. 

 
Monday, November 16 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room with social distancing being pracƟced. 
 
Tuesday, November 17 
 Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fami‐

ly Room with social distancing being pracƟced. 
 
Wednesday, November 25 
 CongregaƟonal Singing at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium.  

All classes will meet in the Auditorium for a Ɵme of 
praise and thanksgiving. 

 
Thursday, December 3 
 Ladies’ Soup Supper at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Traci 

Sproule.  Sign up on the bulleƟn board to bring a soup, 
bread, dessert or drink.  Bring an ornament for the ex‐
change.  See Traci Sproule for more details. 

 

Sunday, December 6 
 EDP MeeƟng at 4:30 p.m. in the Family Room. 
 
Monday, December 7 
 Men Meet Monday Night at 7:00 p.m. at the pavilion 

on the church property.  All PBL men in Grades 9 and up 
are invited.  Bring your Bible, a chair, some meat to grill, 
a drink and your own plate/utensils.  This is a great op‐
portunity for men of all generaƟons to fellowship.  

 
Thursday, December 10 
 Combined Family Group Online Zoom Bible Study at 

7:00 p.m.  See Josh Blackmer for more details. 
 
Wednesday, December 30 
 No Midweek Bible Study.  Meet on Thursday, Decem‐

ber 31 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, December 31 
 Midweek Bible Study at 7:30 p.m.  Regular Bible classes 

will meet for children and adults (instead of Wednesday 
night). 

 New Year’s Eve Gathering at 9:00 p.m. in the Family 
Room.  Singing in the New Year will begin at 11:00 p.m. 
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h p://apologe cspress.org/APContent.aspx?category=11&ar cle=439 

“Otherwise, what will they do who are bap zed for the dead, if the 
dead do not rise at all? Why then are they bap zed for the dead?” 

The most notorious interpretaƟon of 1 Corinthians 15:29 is the one 
advocated by Mormonism—that people who are alive on the Earth can be bapƟzed, and the efficacy of that bapƟsm 
then is offered to those who already have died and are in the spirit realm. But this verse cannot be teaching proxy 
bapƟsm as pracƟced by the Mormons. Many other passages eliminate that possibility by stressing the singular necessi‐
ty of responding obediently to God in this life (e.g., Proverbs 11:7; John 8:24; Luke 16:26; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Hebrews 
9:27). The Mormon view is in direct contradicƟon to what the Bible teaches from beginning to end. We have only this 
life in which to make our decisions, and when we leave this life, we have no further opportuniƟes to repent (Luke 
16:25‐31; Hebrews 9:27). 

At least four adequate explanaƟons exist that avoid contradicƟng the rest of the Bible. First, “dead” refers to the “old 
man of sin” (Romans 6:6). We are bapƟzed for the dead in the sense that we are bapƟzed in water to eliminate the 
dead man of sin. Hence Paul was asking why one would be bapƟzed to eliminate the old man of sin in anƟcipaƟon of 
eternal acceptance if the resurrecƟon will not be forthcoming. 

Second, “dead” refers to the world of lost souls—those who are spiritually dead. “They” refers to the apostles and 
“bapƟsm” refers to the bapƟsm of suffering that the apostles endured in order to make known the Gospel to the 
world (alluded to in passages like Mark 10:38‐39, Luke 12:50, Acts 9:16, and 1 Corinthians 4:9). Thus Paul was asking 
why the apostles would subject themselves to the bapƟsm of suffering, in behalf of the spiritually dead people of the 
world if, in fact, no one has hope of the resurrecƟon. 

Third, “they” refers to those who are bapƟzed in water on the basis of the preaching and teaching done by those who 
had since died. In other words, why would a person obey the command to be bapƟzed, and thereby have hope of life 
beyond the grave, if the one who taught the person to be bapƟzed has since died and will not be raised from the 
dead? 

Fourth, Paul was using the logical argument form known as argumentum ad hominem—an argument based upon what 
men were doing at that Ɵme and with which the readers would be familiar. The Corinthians were familiar with people 
who pracƟced an immersion for the benefit of the dead. He used the third person pronoun “they” as opposed to 
“you” or “we.” New Testament bapƟsm would have been referred to in the first or second person. This tacƟc of refer‐
ring to what outsiders were doing (without implying endorsement) to make a valid spiritual point was used by Paul on 
other occasions (e.g., Acts 17:28; Titus 1:12). 

These four possible interpretaƟons each have contextual evidence to support them. None of the four contradicts any 
other Bible doctrine. What is criƟcally important is that we not miss Paul’s point in 1 Corinthians 15. He brought up the 
subject of bapƟsm for the dead for one reason: to reaffirm the reality of the resurrecƟon. ChrisƟans were being drawn 
into the destrucƟve heresy that the general resurrecƟon is ficƟƟous. In a seƫng where he ardently defended the actu‐
ality and centricity of the resurrecƟon, he advanced two quesƟons. If the resurrecƟon and end‐Ɵme events are not to 
occur, then “why are they bapƟzed for the dead?” and “why do the apostles stand in jeopardy every hour?” (vss. 29‐
30). He wanted the Corinthians to face the fact that many things ChrisƟans do have meaning only if resurrecƟon is an 
anƟcipated and ulƟmate objecƟve. If when we die, that’s it—no future conscious existence—why take risks living the 
ChrisƟan life as the apostles frequently did? If this life is all there is, forget ChrisƟanity and live it up (vs. 32)! But resur‐
recƟon is coming! So do not live this life indulging the flesh and mingling with those who will influence you to do so 
(vs. 33). Live righteously, and get your mind straight in view of your knowledge of the coming resurrecƟon (vs. 34). 

Baptism	for	the	Dead?	
by Dave Miller 
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LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. Damon Farrell; Ms. Sylvia Goldie; and 
Mr. Michael Gooch. 

OUT-OF-TOWN VISITORS: Mr. & Mrs. Ron & Elizabeth Brack‐
eƩ, EusƟs, FL; Mrs. Rebecca Ellis & Eva, EusƟs, FL; and Ms. Ann 
Graham, Keystone Heights, FL. 

 The Annual PBL Ladies’ Soup Supper will be on Thurs‐
day, December 3 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Traci Sproule.  
Sign up on the bulleƟn board to bring a dish (soup, bread, des‐
sert or drink), and bring an ornament for the exchange. 

Sunday Worship Services 
All Bible classes and worship services will be at the church building this week 

and will be webcast live from our website. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Words cannot adequately express our appreciaƟon 
for the kind words, prayers and cards over these past two 
months. During mom’s six‐year baƩle, our church family has 
been a constant source of strength and support to us. From 
the boƩom of our hearts, thank you. 

   The Studer Family 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance Nov. 8 Oct. Avg 

 Sun. Bible Study 134 129 

 Sun. AM Worship 182 196 

 Sun. PM Worship 73 107 

 Wed. Bible Study 135 126 

ContribuƟon $12,193 $15,940 

2020 Weekly Budget: $14,944 

Y‐T‐D ContribuƟon‐to‐Budget: $19,294 

Worship Services for Sunday, November 15 

9:00 a.m.  .................................. Bible Class 

10:00 a.m. .......... Morning Worship for ALL 

6:00 p.m. ............. Evening Worship for ALL 

 

Bible Class for Wednesday, November 18 

7:00 pm.  .............. Meet in the Auditorium 

 

Leading Singing ....................... Dion Hayes 

InvitaƟon ............................ Tyler Williams 

Family Prayer ........................ Dan McLeod 

 

(We will have a devo onal, the Family 

Prayer, then be dismissed to classes) 

 

 

Please observe good distancing inside the building and sit only in the designated pews. 

Sunday (November 15th) 
Lovella Rogers 
Alexis Smith 
 
Monday (November 16th) 
KaƟe Goodale 
 
Tuesday (November 17th) 
Kelly Sproule 
 
Wednesday (November 18th) 
Diane Leslie 

Wednesday (November 18th) cont. 
Natalie Reeves 
 
Thursday (November 19th) 
Buzz & Kathy Nelson (Ann.) 
David Thorpe 
 
Friday (November 20th) 
Freddie Gadson 
MaƩhew Jones 
Leonard Williams 

Sunday,  
November 8 
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Front Cover:  Ashlyn Rosado (on PromoƟon Sunday)  

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 


