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God	Is	More	Than	a	Rescuer 

 The story is told of a young child 
who foolishly had climbed on top of the 
house. It was a metal roof, years ago called a 
Ɵn roof, and each piece was held in place by 
several nails readily visible. The boy slipped 
and was sliding down the roof and knew he 
would be injured when he fell. He remem‐

bered the Bible class he had aƩended just days before where 
prayer had been discussed. So, as he was sliding, he 
prayed, “God help me.” Those words had scarcely 
been uƩered and then were followed by these, 
“That’s all right, God, I do not need Your help; my 
pants caught on one of the nails and stopped me.” 

 That boy’s response was like that of Phar‐
aoh when the plagues came on the EgypƟans. When 
the second plague of frogs came, the king called for 
Moses and Aaron and said, “Entreat the Lord...and I will let the 
people go, that they may sacrifice to the Lord.” God removed 
the frogs. “But when Pharaoh saw there was relief, he hard‐
ened his heart and did not heed them” (Ex. 8:8, 15).  

 When the fourth plague of flies came it happened 
again. The king said, “I will let you go that you may sacrifice to 
the Lord your God...intercede for me.” Every single fly was 
removed. “But Pharaoh hardened his heart again at this Ɵme 
also” (Ex. 8:28, 32). He was like the boy on the rooŌop who 

called out to God asking for His help, but when help came he 
told God to forget his first prayer.  

 I can imagine what might repeatedly happen in this 
land in the coming months in the lives of those who never 
have had a place for God. There will be those who will be in a 
difficult financial crisis and begin to pray to God for the first 
Ɵme. There may be those who have friends and family mem‐
bers who become infected with the virus and in desperaƟon 

will pray to God. They may even make promises to 
God that if He will help them, they will serve Him 
forever. When beƩer Ɵmes come, they will say to 
God, “Forget it, God, I no longer need you.” 

 Turning to the Lord is far more that crying 
out to a Rescuer when trouble comes. He is a Rescu‐
er, but He is Lord. He is Master. He is the Ruler of all 
His creaƟon. He is the only Way. He is the Shepherd 

who demands His sheep follow Him. We are not at liberty to 
select only those traits of God we like and ignore the rest.  

 Meditate on these two verses. “The eyes of the Lord 
are over the righteous and His ears open to their prayers” (1 
Pet. 3:12). “He who turns his ear from hearing the law, even 
his prayer shall be an abominaƟon” (Prov. 28:9).  As trials are 
coming toward us, make sure you are serving Him before they 
arrive. God has His “nails of rescue,” but He only promises 
them to those who serve Him all the Ɵme. 

By Dan Jenkins 

“That’s all right 

God, I no longer 

need your help. I 

worked it out by 

myself” 

When	Paul	Was	Quarantined:	The	Beauty	of	Christ’s	Church	
 Paul spent two years quaranƟned.  
Can you imagine?  Paul spent two years quar‐
anƟned as a Roman prisoner.  Can you imag‐
ine that?  That’s a bit different than being 
quaranƟned in the comfort of your own 
home for a few weeks.  Well, what did the 
apostle Paul do with himself for two years?  

Scripture tells us what he spent much of his Ɵme doing: “he 
explained and solemnly tesƟfied of the kingdom of 
God” (Acts 28:23).  Paul focused on the church.  He 
even wrote a leƩer to his ChrisƟan friends in Ephesus 
extoling and glorifying the beauty of Christ’s church. 

 While in quaranƟne, Paul focused on the 
abundant blessings possessed by those in Christ’s 
church.  Paul wanted his friends to be reminded that 
“God...has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3).  He went on in this 
chapter to enumerate and emphasize a number of these bless‐
ings provided only to those in Christ’s church.  “He chose us in 
Him before the foundaƟon of the world...He made us accepted 
in the Beloved...In Him we have redempƟon through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins...In Him also we have obtained an inher‐
itance...in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with 
the Holy Spirit of promise” (1:4, 6, 7, 11, 13).  Although isolat‐
ed, there are numerous spiritual blessings available only to 
those in the Lord’s church, which is the reason the first chapter 

ends by describing the church as “the fullness of Him who fills 
all in all” (1:23).  Do you focus on these exclusive blessings? 

 While in quaranƟne, Paul focused on the incredible 
unity enjoyed by those in Christ’s church.  The church is made 
up of people who were all, at one Ɵme, “dead in trespasses 
and sins” (2:1), but had been “saved” by the “grace” of God 
(2:4‐9).  The church is made up of people who were not only 
estranged from Christ (2:12), but were also estranged from 

each other and needed to be “brought near by the 
blood of Christ” (2:13) and reconciled “to God in one 
body through the cross” (2:16).  Once in the church, 
these peoples from such varied backgrounds and 
even sharp enmity, all now “have access by one Spirit 
to the Father,” all are “fellow ciƟzens with the saints 
and members of the household of God,” and all are 
“built together for a dwelling place of God” (2:18‐22).  

Although isolated, there should sƟll exist a genuine unity and 
cross‐shaped bond that Ɵes us together no maƩer what.  Do 
you focus on the unity of God’s people? 

 Although Paul was separated from his dear friends in 
the church, he counted his blessings to be a part of God’s fami‐
ly.  In the rest of the leƩer, he focused on the amazing trans‐
formaƟon experienced by those in Christ’s church.  What a 
glorious blessing to a part of the beauƟful church of Christ.  
Let’s not take it for granted!  Let us glorify Him in it (3:21)! 

By David Sproule 

What a glorious 

blessing to a part 

of the beauƟful 

church of Christ! 
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Executive	Order	of	the	Bible	
 There have been a lot of execuƟve 
orders being handed down by our govern‐
ment lately. Those in power have been tell‐
ing those subject to that power what they 
need to do to be safer as a community. What 
would it look like if the Bible was summed up 
as an execuƟve order? 

 Whereas, in the beginning, the Lord, created the uni‐
verse, the earth and all there in (Gen. 1:1‐31), and 

 Whereas, God created mankind in His image 
(Gen. 1:27), and 

 Whereas, God provided a garden for Adam 
and Eve to eat of every tree in the garden with excep‐
Ɵon of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
(Gen. 2:16‐17), and 

 Whereas, the serpent did tempt Eve, and she ate of 
the tree and gave Adam to eat of it, by that acƟon sin entered 
the world (Gen. 3:1‐6), and 

 Whereas, God punished them and sent them out of 
the garden and from His presence but foretold of One that 
would destroy Satan (Gen. 3:7‐24), and 

 Whereas, man became exceedingly wicked, God pun‐
ished the earth with water; only Noah, his family, and the ani‐
mals were saved by building the ark (Gen. 6‐9), and 

 Whereas, God chose Abraham to be the father of the 
Israelite naƟon, to bless them with land and to bless the world 
through one of his descendants (Gen. 12:1‐3), and 

 Whereas, Abraham’s descendants did become a great 
people, and God gave a law to govern them (Ex. 20:1), and 

 Whereas, this great people became a great naƟon; 
God blessed them with a king, David son of Jesse, and conƟn‐

ued the seed promise given to Abraham through Da‐
vid (2 Sam. 7:11‐13), and 

 Whereas, God sent His only begoƩen Son to 
be born of a woman, He was named Jesus who would 
take away the sins of the world (Luke 1:30‐33), and 

 Whereas, Jesus made disciples, taught of 
the kingdom that would come, introduced a new 
covenant that would be raƟfied upon His death, buri‐

al, and resurrecƟon (MaƩ. 16:18, 21; 26:28), and 

 Whereas, Jesus was crucified, buried, raised on the 
third day (MaƩ. 27‐28); 

 Now, therefore, God, the Creator of the universe, 
now commands all men everywhere to repent, to be buried, 
and to be raised from water to walk in newness of life, a life 
lived in obedience and free from sin (Acts 17:30; Rom. 6:1‐7; 
Rev. 2:10).  

 When it is wriƩen in this manner it is easy to see the 
power behind what God has done for us. We are subject to it. 

By Josh Blackmer 

All men are  

subject to this 

order. 

Stay posiƟve 
 
According to my personal, unscienƟfic research, it is oŌen easi‐
er to be negaƟve than it is to be posiƟve.  Why is that?  Have 
you also found that to be true?  We are heavily influenced by 
our environment.  When you turn on the television or go 
online, would you say that the majority of what you see and 
hear is negaƟve or posiƟve?  When you reflect on your person‐
al life, do you someƟmes focus more on the 
problems, aches, pains, fears, uncertainƟes, 
crises, arguments, etc. than you do the bless‐
ings, joys, hopes, promises, giŌs and presence 
of God? 
 
Of all people on this earth, ChrisƟans ought to 
be the most posiƟve people anywhere.  That doesn’t mean 
that we can’t have a bad day, or get stressed out, or be con‐
cerned about various circumstances.  But, those of us who are 
in tune with Jesus have mountains of reasons to be posiƟve in 
this life.  Train your mind to think posiƟvely (Phil. 4:8).  Train 
your words to speak posiƟvely (Ecc. 10:12).  Let the salt and 
light of Christ‐like living make the world around you a more 
posiƟve place to be (MaƩ. 5:13‐16).  – DS 

Macs and Windows PCs don’t get along 
 
We had a large video on an iPhone that we could not get to 
our computer for anything.  We tried almost everything.  Then, 
we found the soluƟon.  We had to download a third‐party app 
that would transfer the video from the iPhone to our PC.  
Worked like magic.  The apple iOS and Windows would not 
cooperate with each other at all!  We had to get someone else 

involved! 
 
Does that sound like any certain individuals that 
you know?  Do you know people who cannot 
get along and cannot cooperate with each other 
at all?  Maybe you could be that “third‐party 
app.”  Maybe you could be the one that calms 

each side and brings about peace and reconciliaƟon.  Chris‐
Ɵans, by their nature, should be some of the best 
“peacemakers” that can be found (MaƩ. 5:9), because they 
belong to the “Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6), who brought peace 
between peoples who vehemently hated one another (like the 
Jews and Samaritans, and Jews and GenƟles).  Let’s help the 
Macs and PCs around us to find peace through Christ!  – DS 
 

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Long‐Term Health Issues Karen Bibbee recovering from lung surgery 

BeƩy Davis recovering at home 

Joe Holland Heartland Health Care, treatments for an infecƟon 

Ophelia Holmes in a lot of pain 

Idara Ikon has second degree burns on her leg 

BeƩye King recovering at home from surgery 

Sallie Moses recovering at home from falling last week 

Connye Plouffe MarƟn Nursing & RestoraƟve Care Center (room 204‐A) 

Linda Studer undergoing chemo treatments every three weeks 

Ralph Williams in the VA Hospital in Miami 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 

Barbara Coe Linda Coe’s mother, suffering with Alzheimer’s 

Lucious Davis Tonya Ross’ father, diagnosed with stage 4 bone cancer 

Ron Fernander Turkessa Staley’s father, Lakeside Health Center 

Clara Medina Carolina Medina’s sister, mulƟple health issues 

Doug Philips Jacqui Jenkins’ brother, stage 4 cancer in his spine 

Conrad Mills Tasha Ellis’ brother, dealing with health issues 

Millie Ames Daniel Johnson 

Karen Bibbee Don & BeƩy MaƩer 

Haƫe Daniels Deidra Miley 

Josie Dawson Harriet Morris 

Annie Faison Leigh PuckeƩ 

Margie Hardin Ricky Smedley 

LoreƩa Holaday Patricia Ventress 

Joe Holland  

Dianne Frye Les Sawyer 

Pray for Our Shut‐Ins 
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Friday, May 1 
 Sr. High & YA Ladies’ Hangout at 7:00 p.m.  Bring 

snacks, drinks and your Bible. See Michelle Franck for 
more details.  

 
Sunday, May 10 
 Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room. Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Sunday, May 24 
 PromoƟon Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  All adults and children 

will meet in the Auditorium for a special presentaƟon. 
 High School Graduates’ Luncheon aŌer morning wor‐

ship in the Family Room.  All members are encouraged 
to aƩend and bring a potluck dish to share. 

 Jr. High Family Devo aŌer evening worship.  Please 
bring a drink, dessert or chips. 

 Sr. High Devo aŌer evening worship.  See Josh Blackmer 
for details. 

Friday, May 1 
 Sr. High & YA Ladies’ Hangout at 7:00 p.m.  Bring 

snacks, drinks and your Bible. See Michelle Franck for 
more details.  

 
Tuesday, May 5 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Cara Blackmer.  See Cara for more details. 
 
Saturday, May 9 
 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m.  See Ivan Villard for de‐

tails. 
 
Sunday, May 10 
 Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room. Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Saturday, May 30 
 VBS Work Day from 9:00 a.m. unƟl noon.  All members 

are encouraged to come and help prepare decoraƟons.  
See Josh Blackmer for details. 

Sunday, April 5 
 ALL SERVICES WILL BE ONLINE ONLY. Go to 

www.pblcoc.org and click on “Watch Our Services Live.” 
 9:00 a.m. Family Bible Study (for ALL ages) 
 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship  
 6:00 p.m. Evening Worship 
 Communion: You can pick up the Lord’s Supper from 

church on Friday, if you need it. Please come in the 
morning (9:00‐11:00 a.m.) or aŌernoon (1:00‐3:00 
p.m.).  Call ahead and it will be ready for you. 

  
Wednesday, April 8 
 ONLINE Midweek Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.  Go to 

www.pblcoc.org and click on “Watch Our Services Live.”   
 
Saturday, May 2 
 Power Up! A Recharge for ChrisƟan Men from 11:00 

a.m. unƟl 2:00 p.m.  This year’s theme is “Empowered 
by God.” 

 
Sunday, May 3 
 North Lake Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 

Sunday, May 10 
 Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room. Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Saturday, May 16 
 Widows & Widowers Luncheon from 11:30 a.m. unƟl 

2:30 p.m. at the home of Kane & Fran Campbell.  Come 
and enjoy food, fun and fellowship.  RSVP to Kane & 
Fran Campbell or Joan Holloway.  

 
Sunday, May 24 
 PromoƟon Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  All adults and children 

will meet in the Auditorium for a special presentaƟon. 
 High School Graduates’ Luncheon aŌer morning wor‐

ship in the Family Room.  All members are encouraged 
to aƩend and bring a potluck dish to share. 

 
Sunday, May 31 
 FiŌh Sunday Night Finger Foods aŌer evening worship 

in the Family Room.  Bring finger foods and drinks to 
share. 

All Events Are Subject to Change. 
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Our Record 
 

AƩendance Mar. 29 Feb. Avg 

 Sun. Bible Study NA 207 

 Sun. A.M. Worship NA  321 

 Sun. P.M. Worship NA  154 

 Wed. Bible Study NA 166 

ContribuƟon $12,017 $14,931 

2020 Weekly Budget: $14,944 

Y‐T‐D ContribuƟon‐to‐Budget: $1,137 

Sunday Worship Services 
All services this week will be streamed live on our website: 

Sunday (9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.) and Wednesday (7:00 p.m.) 

Various	Viruses,	Diseases,	Ailments	and	
Illnesses	in	the	Bible	

Sunday (April 5th) 
Elizabeth Summerlot 
 
Wednesday (April 8th) 
Micky Affron 
Jean Archer 
Zula GarreƩ 
Nadia King 

Friday (April 10th) 
Ed & Jeannie Buonadonna (Ann.) 
Anthioda Charles 
Jennifer Higbee 
Rose Martens 
Stephanie Weeks 
 
 

1. What was Job afflicted with from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head (Job 2:7)? _____________ 

2. With what was Peter’s mother‐in‐law sick (Luke 4:38‐39)? _______________ 

3. What did the father of Publius have (Acts 28:8)? ____________________ 

4. Of what had Simon of Bethany been healed at some point  (MaƩhew 26:6)? ________________ 

5. From what had Aeneas suffered before Peter came to him (Acts 9:33, KJV)? ______________ 

6. What did the unnamed man in Luke 6:6‐10 have before he was healed by Jesus? ______________ 

7. What did the unnamed man in Luke 14:1‐4 have before he was healed by Jesus? ______________ 

8. With what were certain PhilisƟnes and Ekronites stricken (1 Samuel 5:12)? _____________ 

9. From what did the woman, who touched the hem of Jesus’ garment, suffer (MaƩhew 9:20)? __________ 

10. With what was the beggar Lazarus’ body covered (Luke 16:20)? __________________ 

11. Where did Asa develop disease in his old age (1 Kings 15:23)? __________________ 

12. With what did Mephibosheth suffer (2 Samuel 4:4)? _______________ 

13. Of what did Jesus heal BarƟmaeus along the road outside Jericho (Mark 10:46‐52)? __________________ 

14. Of what did Jesus heal a man near the Sea of Galilee in Mark 7:31‐37? _____________________ 

15. Of what convulsion‐prone disorder did Jesus heal many (MaƩhew 4:24)? ________________ 

16. As a result of his leprosy, where did Uzziah dwell (2 Chronicles 26:21)? _______________ 
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Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 

Front Cover:  Barbara King, Jacqueline Creary, Linda Coe & Eva Fulton 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 


