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God	Wrote	the	Lyrics 

 Have you seen the commercial 
where a father and his son are together 
working in the garage and the son spontane‐
ously says, “I love you, Dad”? Before the ag‐
ing father got his hearing aids, he had to ask 
the son to repeat what was said. That all 
changed a er he bought the new hearing aid 

being adver sed. Now when they are working and the son 
says, “I love you, Dad,” his father asked him to re‐
peat what he said simply because he wanted to hear 
it again. What about our Father? Does He ever re of 
hearing us, or does He want to hear us say it again? 

 Think about singing and praising God. Twice 
the Bible gives us a view of what is happening 
around the throne of God. Over seven hundred years 
before Christ came, Isiah saw the Lord si ng on His 
throne with heavenly beings flying around that throne. What 
were they saying? “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the 
whole earth is full of His glory” (Isa. 6:3). Eight hundred years 
later, the apostle John saw God on His throne. What did he 
see? Four heavenly beings flying around the throne. “And they 
do not rest, day or night, saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty, Who was and is and is to come’” (Rev. 4:8). It was 
the same. God’s will was s ll being done perfectly in heaven, 
and the same praise was being given to our God. Have you 
considered that, when singing songs with this same phrase, we 

join in the praise with the heavenly chorus praising our God! 

 I immediately think of two songs we sing where the 
phrase is found. The chorus of “On Zion’s Glorious Summit” has 
the refrain, “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts, on high 
adored!” This song was wri en over 150 years ago, and Chris‐

ans have used it since then.  

  The other song we sing even more o en is “Holy, 
Holy, Holy” and has been sung since the Civil War. 
Every me it is sung, it duplicates on earth what has 
eternally happened in heaven. Our God wrote part of 
the lyrics of this song, and He never res hearing it. 

 Add to this the song, “Worthy Art Thou,” 
which we sing. It was wri en by a brother in Christ, 
Tillit S. Teddlie, in 1930. I urge you to take the me to 
look at the lyrics and compare them to what John 
saw in Revela on chapter four. The lyrics of this song 

are almost iden cal to the lyrics of the praise John saw being 
given to Jesus. The en re crea on, even earthly animals, are 
praising Jesus using these words. 

 Our point is this. These are not the only songs which 
use this heavenly language in praising God, but let us sing all of 
them joyfully. There are newer songs which use them, but the 
fact that these three songs have fed the souls of those who 
sang them for centuries speaks highly of them. May we never 

re of praising the Holy One who is eternal and worthy.  

By Dan Jenkins 

God help us to 

never re of 

praising the Holy 

One who is eter-

nal & worthy 

Be	a	Careful	Reader	
 “You should have a look at this web-
site over here.  It has a lot of good in-depth 
Bible studies on it.”  Some mes recommen‐
da ons like this are made to me and other 
Chris ans.  So, when we venture over to a 
highly‐endorsed site, for what should we be 
on the lookout?  My general prac ce is to do 

the same as I’ve done for years with wri en Bible commen‐
taries.  I look first to see what the writer has to say 
about bap sm.  If a commentator on the Bible does 
not teach exactly what the Bible does about bap sm, 
then a reader needs to be aware of that and to be 
cau ous with other things that writer teaches. 

 [Two disclaimers: (1) Just because a writer 
teaches what the Bible does on bap sm does not 
mean he should be trusted on every other thing he 
says.  All he says must compared with the Scriptures to see if it 
is “so” (Acts 17:11).  (2) Just because a writer does not teach 
what the Bible does on bap sm does not mean that he does 
not have any helpful informa on on the Bible.  Again, every‐
thing he says must be weighed against God’s inspired truth.] 

 One such site was recommended to me recently of “a 
great Bible scholar,” who has a “gi  of explaining the Bible and 
its teaching in a clear and simple way.”  So, I checked it out.  
Like many other modern writers, I found what he had to say on 

bap sm to not match what the Scripture teaches.  In fact, on a 
site with hundreds of Bible‐based ar cles, there were only two 
ar cles that even touched on the subject of water bap sm. 

 One short ar cle on bap sm made the claim that 
“water bap sm” is “the outward act that indicates submission 
to discipleship.”  This is an o  repeated phrase (that bap sm is 
an “outward act” or “sign”) that lacks Scriptural founda on.  
There is not a single New Testament verse that calls bap sm 

an “outward act/sign.”  Therefore, it cheapens and 
misrepresents God’s plan to call it such. 

 The most notable error that this author 
made was to repeatedly and inten onally place bap‐

sm a er one’s salva on.  Note what he said: “Paul 
was bap zed immediately a er he was convert‐
ed...Immediately a er being saved, [the jailer] and 
his household were bap zed...The early church knew 

nothing of a salva on that was not followed by bap sm.”  Eve‐
ry single statement quoted above contradicts clear and simple 
Bible teaching.  New Testament water bap sm always (without 
one single excep on) preceded and lead to one’s salva on 
from sin.  It never “followed” one’s salva on.  Note the order 
of words in Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16, 1 Peter 3:21 and 
other clear passages.  Let’s speak where the Bible speaks. 

 Friend, be a careful reader and a careful listener!  
Make sure that a gi ed scholar says what God says! 

By David Sproule 

Make sure that 

a gi ed scholar 

says what 

God says! 
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Burn	the	Boats!	
 In 1519, Spanish explorer and con‐
quistador Hernan Cortes landed on the 
shores of Mexico having sailed from Cuba. 
He then had his ships destroyed. There is a 
lot of myth and debate about how and why. 
Some say it was to stop any future revolts. 
Some said he did it under the guise that they 

were not seaworthy. S ll others suggest that he had the ships 
burned to encourage the men for the task at hand. 
He was under a lot of pressure from Spain to succeed 
in his mission of conquest. His message to the men 
was, “We will either succeed or die trying. Only cow‐
ards would go back to the ship.” The world may nev‐
er know the exact reason. However, this idea of a 
push toward mo va on would’ve been quite effec‐

ve. There have been many in the Biblical record that 
have burned the boats.  

 When the Israelites crossed over the Jordan under the 
leadership of Joshua, he gave them instruc on to follow be‐
hind the ark of the covenant about half a mile but to keep it in 
sight, “that you may know the way by which you shall go, for 
you have not passed this way before” (Josh. 3:4). They had 
traveled all over the Sinai wilderness. This was a new place 
they were going into. It wasn’t by accident that the ark went 
before them. It signified God as their leader along with all the 
promises He had made and the law He had given them. When 

we burn the boats, we might be going into new territory.  

 At the commandments of God, Noah built a boat to 
figura vely burn the boats of a wicked world (Heb 11:7). What 
he was doing was for the salva on of eight souls and the con‐
demna on of the rest of the world (1 Pet. 3:20). Noah had 
faith in the commandments of God to do something that had 
never been done before. It is possible that when we burned 
our boats, we launched into a life that none of our family had 

previously. We had to say goodbye to an old world.  

 Abraham also had to leave a world behind. 
God called him into the land of Canaan (Gen. 12:1‐3). 
He had le  Ur with his father, Terah, with the inten‐

ons of going to Canaan. They made it as far as 
Haran, now Southern Turkey (Gen. 11:31‐32). A er 
the death of his father, Haran, God called him to go 
and promised him a great na on, great land and a 

great influence on the na ons of the world. He died not seeing 
any of that by sight, but by faith (Heb. 11:8‐13). When Abra‐
ham burned the boats, he set things in mo on that God had 
planned from the beginning of me, the salva on of mankind.  

 There might be some things you are holding onto, 
some boats that need to be burned in your life. Trust God to 
go into that new territory. Trust God enough to say goodbye to 
the world you knew. Trust God enough to see, by faith, what 
God has set in your life and the life of those a er you. 

By Josh Blackmer 

Do you need to 

burn some boats 

in you life?  

His natural inclina on 
 
A person’s natural inclina on (also known as a person’s bent) 
is the par cular manner in which a person reacts to various life 
situa ons.  Some people’s natural inclina on/bent is to fight, 
while others is to draw back; some will complain, while others 
will stew; many will tend to worry, while others will just laugh 
it off.  What is your natural inclina on?  You’ve got one. 
 
May I suggest a Bible character whose natural 
inclina on is one we ought to imitate?  No 
ma er what he faced, Nehemiah’s inclina on 
(his bent) was always to do one thing.  Take a 
moment and read Nehemiah 1:4‐11; 2:4; 4:4‐5, 
9; 5:19; 6:9, 13:14, 22, 29, 31.  Every me he 
turned around…every me something came up…every me he 
faced some difficulty, Nehemiah’s natural bent was to pray!  
Draw back?  No.  Complain?  No.  Worry?  No.  Pray?  Yes! 
 
Would you like to tell someone how bad things are going?  
How poorly someone treated you?  How miserable you feel?  
Talk to God!  Make that your natural inclina on in all situa‐

ons!  – DS 

Disagreeing for the sake of disagreeing 
 
In our na on today, we are surrounded by individuals who 
immediately and automa cally disagree with what someone 
says simply because of the person who is saying it.  Certain 
people disagree with everything the President says (no ma er 
what), or everything a Democrat says, or everything a Republi‐
can says, or everything a certain news agency says, etc.  They 

don’t really listen to what is being said, as 
they’ve pre‐decided to disagree no ma er what. 
 
May I suggest that there is a reason that God 
gave us two ears and then put them on oppo‐
sites sides of our head?  While there is obviously 
an anatomical reason for this, also consider the 

prac cal reason—God wants us (1) to listen [so He gave us 
ears], (2) to listen to more than one opinion on a ma er [so He 
gave us two ears], (3) to listen to opposing sides of an argu‐
ment [so He put our ears on opposite sides of our head], (4) to 
inten onally research and ra onally consider both sides [so He 
put our brain in between our ears].  Let us learn to disagree 
with others based upon knowledge and truth, rather than ha‐
tred, anger and prejudice.  – DS 

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Millie Ames Joe Holland 

Ha e Daniels Daniel Johnson 

Sandra Daniels Don & Be y Ma er 

Josie Dawson Deidra Miley 

Annie Faison Harriet Morris 

Margie Hardin Godfrey Pra  

Janet Hickerson Leigh Pucke  

Lore a Holaday Ricky Smedley 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Charles Norton dialysis treatments 

Patricia Ventress dialysis treatments 

Long-Term Health Issues Karen Bibbee Pinecrest Rehab at Delray Medical Center (Rm 2046‐B)  

Dianne Frye has not been doing well 

Patricia Hackshaw recovering from surgery 

Ophelia Holmes dealing with rheumatoid arthri s and other issues 

Mary A. Jackson undergoing medical tes ng 

Samantha Jewell recovering at home from hospitaliza on 

David Lord dealing with rheumatoid arthri s 

Connye Plouffe received good results from her medical tests 

Maurine Reed dealing with an infec on 

Ashlyn Rosado scheduled for surgery on her broken wrist 

Dorothy Savage having medical issues and is in a lot of pain 

Isolyn Sinclair recovering at home from a procedure, doing well 

Linda Studer recovering from monthly chemo treatment 

Eve a Wilson dealing with a corneal ulcer in her eye 

Pray for These Rela ves of PBL Members 

Tim Deem Allison Roman’s brother, recovering from infec on surg. 

Phil Friedly Gary & Doris Friedly’s son, recovering from heart surgery 

Richard Hill Shirley Hopkins’ brother, recovering from a fall 

Joan Humphrey Connye Plouffe’s sister, in rehab recovering from a fall 

Ben Smith Mary Brown’s brother, in Rehab Ctr of the Palm Beaches 

Ulysses Smith Mary Brown’s brother, receiving leukemia treatments 

Oscar Trevino Flo Aristy’s father, not doing well 
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Sunday, May 26 
 Jr. High Family Devo a er evening worship.  Please 

bring a drink, dessert or chips. 
 Sr. High Devo a er evening worship at the home of 

Novel & Mary Brown.  Please bring drinks and desserts. 
 
Sunday, June 2 
 Promo on Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  All adults and children 

will meet in the Auditorium for a special presenta on. 
 High School Graduates’ Luncheon a er morning wor‐

ship in the Family Room.  All members are encouraged 
to a end and bring a potluck dish to share.  See Josh 
Blackmer for more details. 

 
Friday, June 7 
 Sr. High & Young Adult Ladies’ Hangout at 7:00 p.m. at 

the home of Michelle Franck Green.  Bring snacks, 
drinks and your Bible.  See Rachel, Julie or Bri any for 
details. 

 
Sunday, June 9 
 Youth & Family Singing a er evening worship. 

Saturday, June 1 
 VBS Work Day from 9:00 a.m. un l noon.  All PBL mem‐

bers are encouraged to come and help prepare decora‐
ons.  See Josh Blackmer for details. 

 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Micky 
Affron. 

 
Tuesday, June 4 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Sarah Collier.  Food will be provided.  
 
Friday, June 7 
 Sr. High & Young Adult Ladies’ Hangout at 7:00 p.m. at 

the home of Michelle Franck Green.  Bring snacks, 
drinks and your Bible.  See Rachel, Julie or Bri any for 
details. 

 
Saturday, June 8 
 VBS Work Day from 9:00 a.m. un l noon.  All PBL mem‐

bers are encouraged to come and help prepare decora‐
ons.  See Josh Blackmer for details. 

Monday, May 27 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 
Tuesday, May 28 
 Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fam‐

ily Room. 
 
Thursday, May 30 
 Family Group 3 Mee ng at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 

Novel & Mary Brown. 
 
Saturday, June 1 
 VBS Work Day from 9:00 a.m. un l noon.  All PBL mem‐

bers are encouraged to come and help prepare decora‐
ons.  See Josh Blackmer for details. 

 
Sunday, June 2 
 Promo on Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  All adults and children 

will meet in the Auditorium for a special presenta on. 
 High School Graduates’ Luncheon a er morning wor‐

ship in the Family Room.  All members are encouraged 
to a end and bring a potluck dish to share. 

 Renova/North Lake Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 5 
 “Kick Start Your Summer” Series at 7:00 p.m.  Jr. High, 

Sr. High and adults will meet in the Auditorium. Aaron 
Johnson (West Broward) will be speaking on “Aliens in 
an Amazon Prime World.” 

 
Saturday, June 8 
 VBS Work Day from 9:00 a.m. un l noon.  All PBL mem‐

bers are encouraged to come and help prepare decora‐
ons.  See Josh Blackmer for details. 

 
Sunday, June 9 
 Wedding Shower for Caleb Boggs & Bethany Bertram 

at 4:30 p.m. in the Family Room.  Please bring gi  cards.  
They are registered at Target. 

 Youth & Family Singing a er evening worship in the 
Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Wednesday, June 12 
 “Kick Start Your Summer” Series at 7:00 p.m.  Jr. High, 

Sr. High and adults will meet in the Auditorium.  Kevin 
Pa erson (Sebring) will be speaking on “Aliens in a Vic-
toria’s Secret World.” 
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    Congratula ons to Jeff & Diane Leslie and Richard & 
Debi Watson upon the birth of their twin granddaughters, Joy 
Ann and Jane Marie Watson, born on Friday, May 17 to 
Ma hew & Julie Watson.  They weighed 5lbs 7oz and 5lbs 
15oz respec vely.   

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Our Record 
 

A endance                  May 19   Apr. Avg 

 Sun. Bible Study 212 226 

 Sun. A.M. Worship 285 343 

 Sun. P.M. Worship 135         159 

 Wed. Bible Study 166 174 

Contribu on              $15,016   $15,500 

2019 Weekly Budget: $15,190 

Y‐T‐D Contribu on‐to‐Budget: ‐$1,858 

Sunday Morning, May 26 

 Lead Singing ........................... Gary Friedly 
 Opening Prayer ..................... Kevin Weeks 
 Scripture Reading ................. Devin Eutsey 
 Presiding at Table ............... Charles Hayes 
 Serve at Table: 
  Kirk Crews Jeremy Maloney 
  Mike Damron Chad Morgan  
  John Hoelzer Rick Price 
     Dick Kelley Nahum Villard  
 Alternates: 
  David Lord David Thorpe  

 Closing Prayer ................. Chris Thompson 

Sunday Evening, May 26 
 Lead Singing ....................... Dan McLeod 
 Opening Prayer ............ Stephen Beliech 
 Scripture Reading ...... Andres Fernandez 
 Presiding at Table ............. Mike Erickson 
  David Bound 
  Joe Maloney 
  Ken Tipton 

 Closing Prayer ........................ Jeff Leslie 

Wednesday Evening, May 29 
 Lead Singing ......................... Dion Hayes 
 Invita on .................... Darin Summerlot 
 Family Prayer ....... Lawrence Richardson 

Ushers for this week: L.H. Richardson (Head Usher); Victor Colage & Cody Price 
Safety Team for this week: Robert Lupo & Taylor Reeves  

Sunday,  
May 19 

LOCAL VISITORS: Mr. Johnny Mark Davis; Mr. Jordan Davis; Ms. 
Carmen Dussard; Ms. Sylvia Goldie; Miss Hazel Hackshaw; Mr. 
B.T. Jackson; Mr. Collin Cato; Mr. LaVon Kinsey; Mr. Levy; Mr. 
John Nash; Ms. Lizzie Rozier; Mr. & Mrs. George & Zayorie White; 
and Ms. Machelle Williams & Macquas. 

OUT OF TOWN VISITORS: Mrs. Darlene Wheeler, Rockport, TX. 

To our brothers & sisters at Palm Beach Lakes, 

 Thank you so much for the food, cards, calls, & prayers, 
for our 60th anniversary and for our various physical problems. 

   We love you so much, 
   Jerry & Shirley Hopkins 

******** 
To our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 Thanks be to God for all of you. You prayers, texts, 
cards, prayers, and phone calls meant a lot to me while I was out. 

   Much love,   

   Ophelia Holmes 

* * * * * * * 

To our brothers and sisters,  

 We thank you for your kind and generous recogni on of 
our 25th year of serving with Palm Beach Lakes. We are blessed 
to labor together with you in His service! 

   We love you all, 

   David & Traci Sproule 

Those to Serve 

If you cannot serve, please call Mike Ellis at 775-3533.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Sunday (May 26th) 
Lawrence & Julie Williams (Ann.) 
Gloria Boyd 
Helen Chapman 
Bob Higbee 
 
Monday (May 27th) 
Bob & Sandi Hanna (Ann.) 
 
Tuesday (May 28th) 
Margie Hardin 
Gorgeous Morgan 
Peggy Simpkins 

Wednesday (May 29th) 
Grace Judge 
 
Thursday (May 30th) 
Dianna Halenda 
Jené Williams 
 
Friday (May 31st) 
Gary & Angie Seames (Ann.) 
 
Saturday (June 1st) 
Cynthia Ingraham 
Melinda Price 
Aus n Williams 
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Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 

Front Cover:  Corn Roast Crew (Lectureship 2018) 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 


