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How	Much	Have	You	Committed? 

 When Paul wrote his second le er 
to Timothy, he knew the end was near. He 
looked back over his life and used two illus‐
tra ons from the Grecian games to describe 
it. He men oned figh ng (wrestling or box‐
ing) and racing. “I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith” (4:6). It is at mes like this that a man reflects on how his 
life has been spent. It is a me for self‐evalua on.  

 Look at his words in chapter one. He urged 
Timothy to never be ashamed of the gospel nor of 
Paul. “Share with me in the sufferings for the gos‐
pel” (1:8). Four verses later he men ons his suffering 
again. “For this reason I also suffer these things; nev‐
ertheless I am not ashamed…” Throughout much of 
his life he had been despised, mocked, blasphemed, 
beaten and imprisoned. The world looks at such men with con‐
tempt, yet Paul was not ashamed. 

 How could this be? Read the rest of this verse. “For I 
know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able 
to keep what I have commi ed to Him un l that Day.” Just 
what had he commi ed to the Lord? Take me to consider the 
following thoughts as if you knew your life was about to end 
and then reflect back on it. What have you commi ed to the 
safekeeping of God un l the day of judgment?   

 He had commi ed to the Lord his choice to suffer shame at 
the hands of men for Him to recompense on the final day. 

 He had commi ed his soul to the Lord. That eternal spirit 
was about to depart from his body, and he had loved the 
Lord with all of his heart and soul. He believed the Lord 
knew this and would keep it un l the end. 

 He had commi ed his body as a living sacrifice and it was 
offered on the altar of service. Now the me had 
come for his life to be sealed with his own blood. 
With absolute confidence he knew he would be vin‐
dicated someday.  

 He had commi ed the future into God’s hand and 
while there was much uncertainty about that future, 
he knew Who held the future. “I know whom I have 
believed…” He may not have known the “what,” but 
he knew the Who! 

 He had commi ed all that there was to Him who was able. 
On this earth there were mes when Paul was bound and 
helpless because there were those who were able to do this 
to him. Yet Paul knew that their power was nothing com‐
pared to the power of the Almighty. There is no comparison 
to be made between the two. Those Roman soldiers thought 
they were able to control Paul’s future. He knew be er. 

 How deep is your commitment to the Lord? How 
much of yourself or your life belongs to Him? 

By Dan Jenkins 
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Things	Pertaining	to	the	Kingdom	of	God	
 The book of Acts begins by telling 
the reader what Jesus did for the forty days 
that He was on the earth between His resur‐
rec on and His ascension.  It simply says that 
He with His apostles, “to whom He also pre‐
sented Himself alive a er His suffering by 
many infallible proofs, being seen by them 

during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).  The text states that Je‐
sus was “speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God.”  What sorts of “things” do you 
think He spoke concerning the kingdom? 

 Perhaps He spoke of the immeasurable val‐
ue of His kingdom, as He once did when He told the 
parable of a man who found treasure in a field, and 
“for joy over it” sold all that he had to buy the field 
(Ma . 13:44).  Surely His apostles needed to remember that! 

 Perhaps He spoke of the ci zenship of His kingdom, as 
He once did when He told the parable of a great supper, to 
which all persons near and far (of all demographics) were invit‐
ed (Luke 14:15‐24).  Surely they needed to hear that again! 

 Perhaps He spoke of the labor required in His king‐
dom, as He once did when He told the parable of the laborers 
in the vineyard, who all received the same wage for their hard 
work (Ma . 20:1‐16).  The apostles needed to remember that! 

 Perhaps He spoke of the ming of the coming of His 
kingdom, as He o en did by saying it was “at hand” (Ma . 
4:17), would come in that genera on (Mark 9:1) and was “not 
many days” away (Acts 1:5).  They needed to know that! 

 Perhaps He spoke of the laws of His kingdom, as He 
o en did by emphasizing that man must “do” the will of God 
(Ma . 7:21), for His word would be the standard of judgment 
(John 12:48).  Surely the apostles needed to remember that! 

 Perhaps He spoke of the entrance into His 
kingdom, as He had before, emphasizing that unless 
one is bap zed (“born of water and the Spirit”) that 
“he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).  
The apostles needed to know that for sure! 

 Perhaps He spoke of the eternal des ny of 
His kingdom, as He emphasized in the parable of the 
tares that only those who prac ce righteousness in 

His kingdom will be gathered to the Father (Ma . 13:37‐43).   

 No doubt, “the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God” of which our Lord spoke during those 40 days included 
“things” He had already taught concerning the kingdom and 
“things” which the apostles would go forth and preach (and 
write about in our New Testament).  The establishment of His 
kingdom in the first century and our ci zenship therein is the 
central purpose of His coming—no wonder He spent 40 more 
days speaking about it!  Do you know and love His kingdom? 

By David Sproule 
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Florida,	A	Sinful	State	
 Florida is not the innocent sunshine 
state with decent tax laws and a good place 
to re re. According to a new study by Walle‐
thub, we are the second most sinful state 
behind Nevada. To rank the states, they com‐
pared data from 43 metrics that ranked each 
state in seven areas: anger and hatred, jeal‐

ousy, excesses and vices, greed, lust, vanity, and laziness. 
Sounds like a lonely mathema cian’s Friday night. 
Not only did they find the most and least sinful states 
(well done, Vermont), this study also highlighted 
problem areas that certain states have. It is no sur‐
prise that Nevada has the highest rate of gambling 
addicts, which proves that legaliza on doesn’t elimi‐
nate the problem. However, you wouldn’t think that 
Missouri would have the highest rate of drug usage. 
While this may have been just a ploy to get people 
clicking, it raises an interes ng thought. What are people 
thinking about sin?  

 Wallethub used the infamous seven deadly sins list 
that was compiled by Pope Gregory I around 600 A.D. The Bi‐
ble men ons several lists of sins, even things God hates. 
“There are six things which the Lord hates, yes, seven which 
are an abomina on to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and 
hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked 
plans, feet that run rapidly to evil, a false witness who u ers 

lies, and one who spreads strife among brothers” (Prov. 6:16‐
19; cf. Gal. 5:19‐21). While it is clear that the Bible condemns 
these things, do we, as a society, think that they are something 
we should be condemning? The answer is rather obvious. By 
our ac ons it is clear that mankind is not against sin. We are 
more on the “heart that devises wicked plans” level. Nor is it a 
good social prac ce to draw a en on to anything you think is 
a sin. We are not just alright with sin. We are against anyone 

labeling anything a sin.  

 As children of God, we are called to help 
people see sin for what it is. Not a cute thing to joke 
about but a great danger. “Do not par cipate in the 
unfrui ul deeds of darkness, but instead even expose 
them; for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things 
which are done by them in secret. But all things be‐
come visible when they are exposed by the light, for 

everything that becomes visible is light” (Eph. 5:11‐13). It is 
obvious that we need to be careful with the tac cs we use 
when doing this, but we do not need to get comfortable with 
sin. A danger we have is living in a world of sin and ge ng 
“used to it.” Sin s ll needs to bother us. We should s ll be re‐
pulsed by it, enough to help people make changes in their 
lives. People and family around us are “being deceived with 
empty words” (Eph. 5:6). We, children of light, need to walk in 
wisdom and help people come out of their sinful state and into 
the marvelous light of the gospel (Eph 5:8; 1 Pet. 2:9).  

By Josh Blackmer 

Would you leave 

your sinful state? 

“But I didn’t actually tell a lie” 
 
Out of envy and hate, Joseph’s brother “conspired against him 
to kill him…and cast him into a pit” (Gen. 37:20).  Then they 
planned to say, “Some wild beast has devoured him” (37:20).  
Although they did not kill him or say those actual words, a er 
selling him to the Ishmaelites, they took his tunic, dipped it in 
the blood of a goat, brought it to their father and said, “We 
have found this.  Do you know whether it is 
your son’s or not?”  Jacob recognized it and 
said, “It is my son’s tunic.  A wild beast has de‐
voured him” (37:32‐33).  Did Joseph’s brothers 
tell their father a lie?   
 
Some might argue that they didn’t actually lie.  
(But they did!)  They set up all the circumstances so that their 
father would believe a lie, and then they let him believe it.  
That’s lying.  That’s deceit!  Brethren, God tells us to lay aside 
“all deceit” (1 Pet. 2:1), for “those who prac ce such things [as 
deceit, v. 29] are deserving of death” (Rom. 1:29‐32).  Deceit 
(i.e., lying and leading one to believe a lie) is of the Devil (Rev. 
12:9), and not of God!  Get away from it!  – DS 

“May I borrow your car?” 
 
Has someone ever borrowed your car?  Suppose that you had 
a brand‐new car, which you just drove home from the dealer, 
and it only had 10 miles on it.  Now imagine that a friend came 
over and you let him borrow it.  What would you think (and 
how would you like it?) if your friend returned the car and it 
had paint spla ered all over the outside, it had dozens of emp‐

ty beer bo les on the floors that had been 
spilled all over the leather seats, it had cigare e 
bu s li ering every visible crevice, it had all of 
the windows broken out, and it looked like your 
friend had done everything possible to destroy 
your brand‐new car, rather than carefully main‐
tain it? 

 
Now, consider this.  God let you borrow HIS (not yours) brand‐
new body when He gave it to you at your birth.  It truly (and in 
actuality) belongs to Him!  How are you taking care of it?  In 
what condi on do you plan to return to Him?  Are you trea ng 
it like the borrowed car illustra on above?  Or, are you using it 
to “glorify God” in all that you do (1 Cor. 6:19‐20)?  Think 
about it.  I need to use my body in ways that would be ac‐
ceptable to Him and would honor Him!  – DS 

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 
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Jim & Vince Rogers (and the en re family) 
upon the passing of Jo Ann, on Friday, Febru‐
ary 15. 

Millie Ames Lore a Holaday 

Ha e Daniels Daniel Johnson 

Sandra Daniels Don & Be y Ma er 

Josie Dawson Deidra Miley 

Cora Lee Dennis Harriet Morris 

Annie Faison Godfrey Pra  

Margie Hardin Leigh Pucke  

Janet Hickerson Ricky Smedley 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Charles Norton dialysis treatments 

Patricia Ventress dialysis treatments 

Joe Holland chronic health issues 

Long-Term Health Issues Pat Brown undergoing medical tests 

Chuck Clark undergoing treatments for prostate cancer 

Mary Coombs recovering from a medical procedure 

Jackie Creary recovering from back injec ons 

Cora Lee Dennis Kindred Hospital for long‐term care, dialysis treatments 

Charles Fifield moved to the nursing home at the VA Medical Center 

Sue Hoelzer recovering from eye surgery 

Ophelia Holmes recovering from surgery and undergoing treatments 

Shirley Hopkins upcoming medical procedures 

Judie Jenkins recovering from minor foot surgery 

Janice Osborne unfavorable biopsy results, awai ng treatment op ons 

Yolanda Stewart recovering from surgery 

Linda Studer undergoing chemo treatments 

Patricia Ventress s ll having tests on her throat 

Pray for These Rela ves of PBL Members 

David Findley Maria Hackshaw’s father, recovering from cancer biopsy 

Charles Griffen Mary Porter’s father, s ll not doing well 

Darrin McCreery Pat Harrington’s son, prostate cancer & spreading 

Edna Seames Gary Seames’ mother, recovering from knee replacement 

Willie Smith, Sr. Willie Smith’s father, recovering from surgeries 

Sandy Swartz Karen Friesner’s sister, recovering from open heart surg. 

Oliver Symone e Gorgeous Morgan’s father, undergoing tes ng on heart 

Carol Wineinger Cherylann Wineinger’s mother, hospitalized last week 
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Sunday, February 24 
 Jr. High Family Devo a er evening worship.  Please 

bring a drink, dessert or chips. 
 
Saturday, March 9 
 Jr. High & Young Adult Bike Riding at 10:00 a.m.  Meet 

at the Palm Beach Bicycle Trail Shop, where bike rentals 
are available.  Bring a picnic lunch.  See Ivan Villard for 
more details. 

 
Sunday, March 10 
 Youth & Family Singing a er evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Friday, March 15 
 Sr. High & Young Adult Ladies’ Hangout at 7:30 p.m. at 

the home of Rachel Fuller.  Bring snacks, drinks and 
your Bible.  See Rachel, Julie or Bri any for details. 

 
Saturday, March 23 
 Sr. High & YA Guys’ Hangout.  See Josh for details. 

Thursday, February 28 
 Meat Night for YA Men at 6:30 p.m. at the home of 

David Sproule. 
 
Saturday, March 2 
 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Taylor & 

Natalie Reeves. 
 
Saturday, March 9 
 Jr. High & Young Adult Bike Riding at 10:00 a.m.  Meet 

at the Palm Beach Bicycle Trail Shop, where bike rentals 
are available.  Bring a picnic lunch.  See Ivan Villard for 
more details. 

 
Tuesday, March 12 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Casey Bound.  Bring your own dinner or eat 
before you come.  Dessert will be provided. 

 
Friday, March 15 
 Sr. High & Young Adult Ladies’ Hangout at 7:30 p.m. at 

the home of Rachel Fuller. 

Sunday‐Wednesday, February 24‐27 
 Gospel Mee ng hosted by Okeechobee each night at 

7:00 p.m. (Monday‐Wednesday).  Neal Pollard will be 
speaking on “Thinking Souls: Serious Spirituality in a 
Secularized World.”  

 
Monday, February 25 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 
Tuesday, February 26 
 Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fami‐

ly Room.  
 
Wednesday, February 27 
 Prayer Mee ng to prepare for the Gospel Mee ng.  Jr. 

High, Sr. High and adults will meet together in the audi‐
torium a er the devo onal.  Children in Grade 5 and 
under will have their regular classes.  

 
Saturday, March 2 
 Congrega onal Work Day to clean up the appearance 

of our building and grounds from 8:30 a.m. un l noon.  
There is something for everyone to do! 

Sunday‐Wednesday, March 3‐6 
 Gospel Mee ng at Palm Beach Lakes.  David Lipe will 

be speaking on “The Truth Shall Set You Free.”  
 Sunday 9:00 a.m. Bible Study 
   10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
   12:45 p.m. Evening Worship 
 Mon.‐Wed. 12:15 p.m. Midday Bible Study 
 Mon.‐Wed. 7:00 p.m. Evening Bible Study 
 
Sunday, March 3 
 Renova/North Lake Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Friday‐Saturday, March 8‐9 
 Men’s Retreat at CFBC.  Cost is $40 per person.  This 

year’s theme is “Discussions of the Heart.” See the bul‐
le n board for more details. 

 
Friday‐Sunday, March 8‐10 
 Scrap the Weekend at CFBC.  Cost is $90 for the en re 

weekend.  See the bulle n board for more details. 
 
Saturday, March 9 
 PBL Ladies’ Prayer Mee ng at 1:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room.  All ladies are welcome. 
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 Richard & Debi Watson no longer have a home 
phone number.  They are only using their cell phones. 

 Mar e Veverka placed membership at Stuart. 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Our Record 
 

A endance                   Feb. 17  Jan. Avg 

 Sun. Bible Study 227 234 

 Sun. A.M. Worship 371 339 

 Sun. P.M. Worship 176          185 

 Wed. Bible Study 199 177 

Contribu on              $15,119  $15,983 

2019 Weekly Budget: $15,190 

Y‐T‐D Contribu on‐to‐Budget: $435 

Sunday Morning, February 24 
 Lead Singing ........................... Gary Friedly 
 Opening Prayer ................. Henry Williams 
 Scripture Reading .................. Dan McLeod 
 Presiding at Table ............... Taylor Reeves 
 Serve at Table: 
  Ed Buonadonna    Kenneth Long 
  Doug Carrick    Chad Morgan 
  Mike Damron     Jim Rogers 
  Errol Gower‐Winter   Jonathan Swayne 
 Alternates: 
  Stephen Beliech    Kane Campbell  

 Closing Prayer .................. Robert Mariano 

Sunday Evening, February 24 
 Lead Singing ....................... Dan McLeod 
 Opening Prayer ..................... Ken Tipton 
 Scripture Reading ............. Jimmie Banks 
 Presiding at Table ..................... Rick Hall 
  Josiah Blackmer 
  Robert Lupo 
  Dirk Summerlot 

 Closing Prayer ....................... Phil Porter 

Wednesday Evening, February 27 
 Lead Singing ................. Josiah Blackmer 
 Invita on ................................. Jim Davis 
 Family Prayer .................... Johnny Davis 

Ushers for this week: Novel Brown (Head Usher); Orlando Lolo & Tyler Williams 
Safety Team for this week: Kirk Crews & L.H. Richardson 

Sunday,  
February 17 

LOCAL VISITORS: Miss Sophonie Achille; Ms. Alexis Contreras; 
Ms. Sylvia Goldie; Mrs. Bruni Gonzalez; Mrs. Maxine Griggs; Ms. 
Angela Kelley; Mr. LaVon Kinsey, Sr.; Ms. Robin Landen; Mr. 
Stacey Mickens; Ms. Sherri Richmond; Mr. Ricky Smith; and Mrs. 
Machelle Williams & Macquas. 

OUT OF TOWN VISITORS: Mrs. Yvonne Clark, Cha anooga, TN; 
Mrs. Kathy Dean, Elberton, GA; Ms. Marcia Farrar, Palm City, FL; 
Mr. Sco  Kelly, Jacob & Colton, Tamarac, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Gene & 
Be y Mies, Ypsilan , MI; Mr. & Mrs. Keith & Dominique Peter‐
son, New Port Richey, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Sco y & Allison Studer, 
Shayli & Hayden, Old Hickory, TN; and Mr. Oliver Symone e, 
Port St. Lucie, FL. 

Those to Serve 

If you cannot serve, please call Mike Ellis at 775‐3533.  
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6‐8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Monday (February 25th) 
Kaitlyn Donahue 
Lisa Eutsey 
 
Wednesday (February 27th) 
Chuck Milton 

Thursday (February 28th) 
Marvin & Maggie Dozier (Ann.) 
 
Friday (March 1st) 
Willie Smith 
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Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 

Front Cover:  Some of PBL’s Elders, Deacons and Preachers 

March 3-6 
Gospel Mee ng with David Lipe 
Theme: “The Truth Shall Set You Free” 
 
March 31 
Fi h Sunday Night Finger Foods 
 
April 7 
New Bible Classes Begin 
 
April 18 
Ladies’ Day with Becky Blackmon 
 
May 4 
Power Up! A Recharge for Chris an Men 
 
June 2 
Promo on Sunday 
 
June 16-19 
Vaca on Bible School 

Speaking where the Bible speaks, Silent where the Bible is silent. 


