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Introduction

1. Inthe current cultural climate, there is a growing push for expanded roles for women in
the church.

2. Some have argued that the traditional view is no more than an outdated expression of an
ancient culture and that it was not God’s perpetual intention for the church.

3. What does the Bible have to say?

God Made Men and Women Differently
A. God recognized that Adam’s life was not complete when he was alone (Gen. 2:18).
B. He created woman to complete the picture.
C. This resulted in a complementary relationship wherein the woman was a “suitable
helper.”
D. The difference between males and females is intentional; it is designed to accomplish
more and greater things than either could do alone.
1. Obviously, this has implications for procreation (1:28; 2:24).
2. However, it also applies to a variety of physical and psychological traits each
possesses.

God Recognizes and Articulates the Value of Both Men and Women

A. Both are made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26). (The word used here for “man” is
inclusive.)

B. Gender is not an issue when it comes to standing before God (Gal. 3:28).

C. There are many passages in the Old and New Testaments that affirm both the value and
responsibility of women (Gen. 2:18, 20-23; Prov. 31:10-31; Judg. 4:9; Ruth 3:11; Matt.
1:3, 5, 6, 16; Acts 16:14-15; Acts 18:26; 1 Tim 5:10; et. al.).

God Assigned Men and Women Some of the Same Things to Do

A. The very fact that so many of the Biblical exhortations and injunctions do not specify a
gender is testimony to the common elements of the Christian life shared by men and
women alike.

B. Among the common opportunities and obligations of both genders are:
1. Worship (1 Cor. 11:5)
2. Parenting (Eph. 6:1-2)
3. Teaching (Acts 18:26; 21:9)
4. Serving (Rom. 16:1)

. God Assigned Men and Women Some Different Things to Do

A. Some of these things are positive and connected with the special design of one of the
genders.
1. Women are to bear children and provide nurture and care (1 Tim. 2:15; Tit. 2:4-5).
2. Men are assigned to provide for the family’'s material needs (1 Tim. 5:8).
B. Some assignments, like male leadership in the home and the church, are not associated
with greater ability but still serve to provide a consistent structure for these institutions.
C. Others are prohibitive in nature.
1. Women are not to pray (lead prayer) in public settings (1 Tim. 2:8)
2. Woman are not to teach or exercise authority over men (1 Tim. 2:12).
3. Woman are not to speak out in the public assemblies of the church (1 Cor. 14:34).
D. These assignments and prohibitions are neither arbitrary nor isolated to certain cultural
settings (1 Tim. 2:13-14).

We Are Obliged to Respect God’s Intentions
A. Certainly culture has changed dramatically since the New Testament was penned.
B. Women have had the opportunity to demonstrate competence in a variety of contexts.



C. However, Christ's sovereign right to direct the affairs of the church must be honored; after
all:
1. ltis His church (Matt. 16:18).
2. ltis His bride (Rev. 19:7).
3. Itis His body (Eph. 1:22-23).

Conclusion
1. The one who created men and women also established the church.
2. He has expressed His wishes for the church’s leadership and for the involvement and
roles of all Christians.
3. We should not expect to improve on His divine design.



The Essentiality and Uniqueness of Christ’s Church
David Lipe

Introduction

1. Isthe church of Christ essential for one’s salvation?
2. Many answer the question and say, “People can be saved anywhere.”
a. Does the Bible say “anywhere” that good people can be saved anywhere? No!
b. The answer will have to be found in the Bible.
3. Others say, “I can be saved out of the church because the church does not save.”
a. Granted, the church does not save, but God through Christ saves.
b. The question is: Where does God save them? In the church or out of the church?
4. Much of the confusion rests in that people do not understand what the “church” is.
a. The word “church” is from “ekklesia,” meaning “to call out” (from ek—"out of” and
kaleo—"to call”).
b. The church is a body of baptized believers called out from the world over which
Christ reigns as head and in which the Holy Spirit dwells.
c. ltis not a denomination. A denomination is a sect or group of dissenters who have
pulled away from an orthodox group holding to some particular creed or practice.
d. The question is not, “Is a denomination essential to one’s salvation?” The question
is, “Is the church essential for one’s salvation?”

If One Can Be Saved Out of the Church, Then One Can Be Saved Out of the Kingdom

of God (Matt. 18:3; 19:14; Col. 1:13).

A. Paul wrote to the Colossians—who were in Christ, or in the body, the church—that they
were in the kingdom of Christ (Col. 1:13).

B. If one can be saved out of the church, the kingdom of God, then:
1. One can be saved without becoming a citizen of the kingdom.
2. One can be saved without submitting to Christ as King.

C. There are only two kingdoms—God’s and the devil's. If one can be saved out of the
kingdom of God, there is only one kingdom left and that is the devil's.

D. How does one enter the kingdom? (John 3:1-5)

If One Can Be Saved Out of the Church, Then One Can Be Saved Out of the Family of

God (1 Tim. 3:14-15; Eph. 2:19; 3:15).

A. Noah built the ark for the saving of his family (Heb. 11:7a).

B. As we said about the kingdom, there are just two families on earth—God’s and the
devil's. If one can be saved out of the family of God, then the only family left is that of the
devil.

C. How do you enter that family? (Gal. 3:26-27)

If One Can Be Saved Out of the Church, Then One Can Be Saved Without the Blood of

Christ (Acts 20:28).

A. If you say you can be saved out of the church, you say you can be saved without the
blood of Christ which forgives us (Col. 1:14; cf. Heb. 10:4; 9:22).

B. If we are going to be saved by the blood of Christ, we must get where it is (Rom. 6:1-5).

If One Can Be Saved Out of the Church, Then One Can Be Saved Out of the Body of

Christ (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23).

A. Paul addressed the Colossians as “in Christ” and “called in one body” (Col. 1:2; 3:15).

B. Since the church is the body of Christ and one cannot be saved apart from Christ, one
cannot be saved out of the church, which is the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-13; Eph.
5:23).

If One Can Be Saved Out of the Church, Then One Can Be Saved Without Any Spiritual
Blessings.
A. As we noted above, the church is the body of Christ.



B. In Christ are all spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3, 7, 11; Col. 1:14; Rom. 8:1; 2 Cor. 1:20; 5:17;
2 Tim. 2:10). Out of Christ you have none of these.

C. To obtain the spiritual blessings, in Christ, you must pass from outside to inside (Rom.
6:3; Gal. 3:26-27).

Conclusion

1. Some claim the church is not essential to one’s salvation.

2. Some think one can be saved based on one’s good character. This view fails to
understand the power of God for salvation (Rom. 1:16).

3. Some want Jesus but they do not want the church. It is clear that one cannot be saved
by separating Jesus from the church for which He died.

4. ltis clear that the church established on the first Pentecost following the resurrection of
Christ from the dead is essential.

5. Have you been added to this glorious institution?



