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“Labor	Day”	Since	the	First	Century 
 The history of the beginning of the 
celebra on of Labor Day is not widely known. 
In the late nineteenth century, working con-
di ons were far different from what we have 
today. In the industrial world, men were 
working six days each week, and the workday 
was usually ten hours. At first, there was op-

posi on for the idea of giving workers an extra paid day each 
year where they were honored for the work they 
were doing. There were actually riots with individuals 
being killed. However, the idea was finally accepted, 
and this week many will enjoy this day. 
 There are far too many who labor in Ameri-
ca. I am not speaking of the hardship of earning a 
living which came about in the Garden of Eden as the 
result of sin (thorns and sweat), but about that which 
Christ offers to all mankind. “Come to Me all you who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Ma . 11:28). 
There is no need for Chris ans to carry the burden of the guilt 
of sin and the anxiety of worrying about food and clothing, for 
the Lord has promised His children freedom and rest from 
these burdens. Why would anyone not choose to follow Him? 
 There is labor for a reward which will never perish. 
“Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food 
which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give 

you, because God has set His seal on Him” (John 6:27). He has 
taken our worldly burdens on Himself, but He has rewards 
awai ng us. The rest of His invita on men oned in the previ-
ous paragraph says, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from 
Me...for My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” His yoke for 
us results in eternal life for each of us. 
 There is labor we do for Him, for we have been 
saved by His blood to do His work. Paul described this new 

rela onship with God in these words, “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). We are His hands, His eyes, His 
feet, and we stand in the place where Christ once 
stood to let our lights shine to lead others to Him. 
 There is labor for Him which we do every 
day. Hebrews chapter four described it this way. 

God gave the Jews the Sabbath as a day of rest since they had 
been slaves in Egypt (see Deut. 5:15), but He had something 
far be er in mind for us, and that is a rest (a Sabbath) which 
awaits us in heaven. Think about these words, “There remains 
therefore a rest for the people of God...Let us therefore labor 
to enter into that rest” (Heb. 4:9-11).  
 Let’s serve Him. Let’s labor for Him. Let’s labor for 
Him every day. For the me will come when we shall celebrate 
the real “Labor Day.”  

By Dan Jenkins 
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The	Secret	to	Paul’s	Success	
 The apostle Paul had the opportuni-
ty to stand before powerful men and pro-
claim the precious message of Jesus Christ.  
In Acts 26, a er being imprisoned in Caesa-
rea for more than two years and preaching 
to two governors, Paul was brought before 
King Agrippa II (cf. Acts 9:15).  Paul presented 

his early life (26:4-8), his zeal as a persecutor (26:9-11), his 
encounter with Jesus and call to preach (26:12-18).   
 Imagine being Saul of Tarsus, a faithful and 
zealous Jew, and you are sent out to preach by Jesus 
Himself.  Jesus said, “I now send you” to “the Jewish 
people” and “the Gen les” (26:17).  When you go to 
these lost individuals (esp. the Gen les, Acts 9:15; 
Rom. 13:11), you are going, Jesus said, “to open their 
eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are 
sanc fied by faith in Me” (26:18).  If you hated the Gen les 
(and they hated you), can you imagine being called to preach 
to them and convert them, so that they could be saved? 
 No ce carefully Paul’s response.  He told Agrippa, “I 
was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first” 
to the Jews, “and then to the Gen les, that they should repent, 
turn to God, and do works befi ng repentance” (26:19-20).  

The very people to whom Jesus sent Paul are the very people 
to whom he preached.  The very message that Jesus told Paul 
to preach is the exact message he preached.   
 Can you imagine how challenging that must have 
been for Paul?  He wasn’t a robot.  He had emo ons, too.  But 
the text says that he “kept” on and on and on (the emphasis of 
the Greek imperfect tense) “declaring” (NASB) that the people 
must stop doing wrong and turn to God.  The message was not 

only challenging to Paul himself, it was highly unpop-
ular among the people.  The Jews “seized” Paul and 
“tried to kill” him (26:21).   
 But Paul did not compromise his message.  
He did not water it down to be more pleasing and 
acceptable.  He did not change it one iota.  He took a 
firm “stand,” tes fying “both to small and great, say-
ing no other things than those which” Scripture fore-

told and affirmed (26:22).  He preached “Christ” (26:23)! 
 How do we compare?  We have been sent to people 
we don’t know and may not like.  Have we gone...without ex-
cep on?  We have been sent with a message that is challeng-
ing and unpopular.  Have we spoken it...without compromise?  
The secret to Paul’s determina on and success is tucked into 
verse 22—“To this day I have had the help that comes from 
God” (ESV).  So do we!  Do we trust God?  Do we realize how 
much we need Him...and how much He will do to help us? 

By David Sproule 
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Are	You	Listening? 
 Jesus o en concluded a lesson by 
crying out, “He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear!” (Ma . 11:15; 13:9, 43).  Also, in the 
le ers to the churches of Asia, Jesus con-
cludes each with a similar saying, “He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches” (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 

13, 22).  This should call a en on to what was said and make 
sure people were listening (Mark 4:23-24).  It ap-
pears that Jesus faced a problem we face today.  
Many people don’t listen.  You may want to ask 
yourself, “How well do I listen?” 
 The Bible tells us of three types of listeners.  
There are those who are dull of hearing.  Jesus 
pointed out what Isaiah also prophesied, “For the 
heart of this people has become dull…” (Ma . 13:13
-15).  The writer of Hebrews also accused those receiving his 
le er of the same (Heb. 5:11).  Paul described those with 
“itching ears” (2 Tim. 4:3-4), those that deliberately turn their 
ears from truth and listen to only what pleases them.  As a 
result, they do not listen to healthy teaching.  In contrast, 
there are those that hear with an honest and good heart (Luke 
8:15), much like the Bereans who received the word with ea-
gerness (Acts 17:11).  They are great examples of how we 
should listen.  

 Good listening is essen al to our growth and walk 
with Christ.  We are blessed for truly listening and hearing the 
word (Ma . 13:16-17).  We are blessed to hear many of the 
things that those faithful of the Old Testament were not able 
to hear—things pertaining to wonderful blessings that are now 
available in Christ (Eph. 1:3).  Being a good listener is essen al 
to our faith, for “faith comes by hearing…” (Rom. 10:17).  Our 
salva on depends on that very thing (Rom. 1:16-17; John 

20:30-31).  In the parable of the sower, the only soil 
that bore fruit was the soil that “hears with an honest 
and good heart” (Luke 8:15).  It is essen al to our abil-
ity to bear good fruit. It will con nue to do so “since 
the day you heard it” (Col. 1:6), if you con nue in 
those things that you heard.  Only by listening well 
can we “understand” God's grace and be mo vated to 
bear fruit to His glory!  It is essen al to preven ng 
apostasy.  There is a real danger of dri ing by ne-

glec ng “so great a salva on” (Heb. 2:1-3).  The only solu on is 
to “give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard.”  
Poor listening is o en the first step to slipping.  Proper listen-
ing is also essen al to avoiding judgement (Ma . 10:14-15).  
 Do not “become a forge ul hearer but an effectual 
doer” of the word (Jas. 1:25).  Your eternal reward might de-
pend on your ability to listen, hear and put into ac on the 
word of power.  Please, “in humility receive the word implant-
ed, which is able to save your souls” (Jas. 1:21).  

By Josh Blackmer 

God is faithful! 
 
When catastrophe strikes, where is God?  When the unex-
pected happens, where is God?  When your world has been 
upended, turned upside down and then shaken really hard, 
where is God?  We have been trained by our society to look for 
someone to blame when bag things happen, and so God is 
o en the object of unfounded censure and cri cism in hard 

mes. 
 
But, would you take a moment to read these 
verses?  “The Lord your God, He is God, the 
faithful God” (Deut. 7:9).  “God is faithful” (1 
Cor. 1:9).  “God is faithful” (1 Cor. 10:13).  “God 
is faithful” (2 Cor. 1:18).  “He who calls you is 
faithful” (1 Thess. 5:24).  “The Lord is faithful” (2 Thess. 3:3).  
“He remains faithful” (2 Tim. 2:13).  “He who promised is faith-
ful” (Heb. 10:23).  “He is faithful” (1 John 1:9).  Our Lord is our 
“faithful High Priest” (Heb. 2:17) and “faithful Creator” (1 Pet. 
4:19).  He is “called Faithful and True” (Rev. 19:11). 
 
Where is God?  “He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor 
forsake you’” (Heb. 13:5).  He is right where He promised to 
be—WITH YOU!  He is FAITHFUL!  – DS 

No place in the heart of a Chris an 
 
It is perhaps not a word that we think of very o en, but it 
should have our a en on.  Chris ans are specifically com-
manded at least three mes in the New Testament to “put 
off…malice” (Col. 3:8).  In the other two passages, we are com-
manded to “put away…all malice” (Eph. 4:31), “laying aside all 
malice” (1 Pet. 2:1).  Underscore the word “all” in these verses. 

 
The Greek word for malice involves “ill-will” and 
“desire to injure.”  One writer summarized the 
term as “bad-heartedness.”  Paul reminded Ti-
tus that such must remain in the past for chil-
dren of God, when we were “once…living in 
malice and envy, hateful and ha ng one anoth-

er” (3:3). 
 
Think about the defini on.  Malice is a “desire to hurt some-
one.”  The root of that desire (in Titus 3:3) is “hate.”  Hur ng 
someone certainly could involve a physical injury, but it could 
also be an a empt to hurt someone emo onally, socially, fi-
nancially and even spiritually.  Brethren, we need to look inside 
of us.  There can be no place given to malice!  All of it must go!  
– DS 

Ar cles Published in PBL Family News Emails Last Week 

Your eternal  
reward might 

depend on your 
ability to listen. 
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Millie Ames Shelton Howell 
Sandra Daniels Daniel Johnson 
Cora Lee Dennis Don & Be y Ma er 
Annie Faison Deidra Miley 
Helen Gardner Godfrey Pra  
Margie Hardin Leigh Pucke  
Janet Hickerson Ricky Smedley 
Lore a Holaday  

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Silas Moses dialysis treatments 

Charles Norton dialysis treatments 

Norm Smedley breathing problems 

Patricia Ventress dialysis treatments 

Long-Term Health Issues 

Pray for These Rela ves of PBL Members 

Marie Achille undergoing rehab on her shoulder 

Mike Archer scheduled for a back procedure this month 

Adrienne Banks UF Health Shands Hospital, recovering from bypass surg. 

Samantha Eutsey recovering from dental surgery, improving 

Lynne Jorgensen recovering at home from hip replacement surgery 

Les McQuinn Heartland Healthcare for rehab (no visitors) 

Silas Moses Rehab Center of the Palm Beaches (room 405) 

Charles Norton JFK Hospital, recovering from open heart surgery 

Winifred Pa erson awai ng results from procedure 

Cathy Seay recovering at home, improving 

Patricia Ventress recovering from oral surgery 

Mary Reeves recovering from a back procedure 

Sharon Reitz scheduled for outpa ent surgery on September 13 

Robert Swayne fell and injured his hip, undergoing rehab 

Kyle Sink scheduled for shoulder surgery on September 6 

Debra Dagos no David Lord’s sister, cancerous tumor on her kidney 

Shirley Franklin Kay Richardson’s sister, hospitalized, lesion on her brain 

Bob Hanna Sandi Hanna’s husband, not healing well a er leg surgery 

Iris Massey Inell Ingram’s sister, hospital, conges ve heart failure 

Pat Pi man Jerry Pi man’s brother, under Hospice Care, broken hip 

Clarence Tipton Guadalupe Tipton’s son, recovering from hernia surgery 

Jane Woodruff Jackie Stout’s sister, stage 4 pancrea c cancer 

Twyla Wright Trina Wright’s mother, s ll in rehab at St. Mary’s, stroke 
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Friday, September 15 
 Sr. High & Young Adult Ladies’ Hangout at 7:30 p.m. at 

the home of Rachel Fuller.  Bring snacks, drinks and 
your Bible. 

 
Saturday, September 23 
 Jr. High Movie Night.  Loca on TBD. See Sarah Collier 

or Ivan & Amber Villard for details. 
 
Sunday, September 24 
 Jr. High Family Devo a er evening worship. Please 

bring a drink, dessert or chips. 
 Sr. High Devo a er evening worship. 
 
Friday, September 29-Sunday, October 1 
 RUSH Weekend at FHU.  See Josh Blackmer for details. 
 
Friday, October 6 
 Sr. High & Young Adult Ladies’ Hangout at 7:30 p.m. at 

the home of Rachel Fuller.  Bring snacks, drinks and 
your Bible. 

 

Friday, September 8 
 Young Adult Devo at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Taylor & 

Natalie Reeves.  BBQ, mac & cheese and drinks will be 
provided.  See Ivan Villard to sign up to bring a side dish 
or dessert.   

 
Monday, September 11 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Cara Blackmer.  Bring a soup, sandwich, salad, 
drinks or a dessert.  See Rachel Fuller for more details. 

 
Friday, September 15 
 Sr. High & Young Adult Ladies’ Hangout at 7:30 p.m. at 

the home of Rachel Fuller.  Bring snacks, drinks and 
your Bible. 

 
Monday, September 25 
 Meat Night for YA Men at 6:30 p.m. at the home of 

David Sproule. 
 
Saturday, September 30 
 Young Adult Hangout.  See Ivan Villard for details. 

Sunday, September 3 
 PBL Family Photos Updated. If you’ve never had your 

photo taken in the Family Room or if your photo needs 
to be updated, please have your photo taken a er 
morning services or before evening services by Mike 
Erickson in the Family Room.  

 Renova/North Lake Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 
 “For fying Your Faith” Class at 5:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 Ice Cream Social a er evening worship in the Family 

Room.  There’s plenty of ice cream le  from our last 
gathering, so come and enjoy more.  Please bring ice 
cream scoops. 

 
Monday, September 4 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, September 5 
 Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Thursday, September 7 
 Family Group 1 Mee ng at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 

David & Skye Brown. 
 

Friday, September 8 
 Family Group 4 Mee ng at 6:30 p.m. at the home of 

Jim & Jo Ann Rogers. 
 
Friday-Sunday, September 8-10 
 Scrap the Weekend at CFBC.  Cost is $90.  Visit 

www.c iblecamp.org for more details or to register. 
 
Saturday, September 9 
 Ladies’ Day hosted by Miami Gardens from 8:00 a.m. 

un l noon.  This year’s theme is “Here Comes the 
Bride.”  See the bulle n board for more details. 

 
Sunday, September 10 
 Super Sunday with Kirk Brothers.  The theme is “A 

Place to Come Home to.”   
 9:00 a.m. “The Family” 
 10:00 a.m. “The Church” 
 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
 12:45 p.m. “Heaven” 
 
Sunday, September 17 
 “For fying Your Faith” Class at 5:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
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SEPTEMBER: 

I Find Hope 
“My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

On Christ, the Solid Rock, I stand!” 
 

(Edward Mote, 1834) 
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 Jim Beard placed membership Sunday, August 27. He 
is the husband of Cindy Beard, who was bap zed recently.  
 Sharon Banks was restored Sunday, August 27.  

 Kristen Fuller moved to Dallas, Texas. 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Sunday 
August 27 

Our Record 
 

A endance                 Aug. 27   July Avg. 

 Sun. Bible Study         239        201 

 Sun. A.M. Worship    361        324 

 Sun. P.M. Worship    168        155 

 Wed. Bible Study       190       175 

Contribu on            $14,049   $12,861   
2017 Weekly Budget: $15,065 
Y-T-D Contribu on-to-Budget: -13,350 

Sunday Morning, September 3 
 Lead Singing ........................... Bobbo Lupo  
 Opening Prayer ............... Chris Thompson 
 Scripture Reading ................. Johnny Davis 
 Presiding at Table ................ Glen Dawson 
 Serve at Table: 
  Chuck Clark Jim Rogers  
  Bob Higbee  Sco  Studer 
  Bobby Ingraham Nahum Villard  
  Tim Mahlbacher Aus n Williams 
 Alternates 
     Orland Lolo               Taylor Reeves 
Closing Prayer ............................. Henry Bass 

Sunday Evening, September 3 
 Lead Singing ....................... Dan McLeod 
 Opening Prayer .......... Darin Summerlot 
 Scripture Reading ............... Jeff Goodale 
 Presiding at Table ............ Daniel Swayne 
  Josiah Blackmer 
  Jeremy Maloney  
     Mike Trujillo 
 Closing Prayer ............... Freddie Gadson 
Wednesday Evening, September 6 
 Lead Singing ........................ Bobbo Lupo 
 Invita on ......................... Josh Blackmer 
 Family Prayer ................... Jerry Hopkins 

Ushers for week of Sept. 3 Head Usher: Rick Hall; David Brown & Bill Ingram, Jr. 

LOCAL VISITORS: Ms. Gail Archer; Mrs. Lisa Campbell; Ms. 
Tresha Fletcher & Miles; Ms. Jamie Granino; Mrs. Maxine 
Griggs; Ms. Jennifer King; Ms. Shirley Lynch; Mrs. Janet MacDon-
ald; Mr. & Mrs. Dennis & Sharon Mann; Mr. & Mrs. John & 
Corinn Miller, Linley, & Ellie; Ms. Pat Pa erson; Mr. & Mrs. Jay & 
Beth Robb; and Ms. Susan Su on. 
OUT OF TOWN VISITORS: Ms. Cynthia Chery, Boca Raton, FL; 
Mr. Eli Dye, Hohenwald, TN; Mr. & Mrs. Chad & Gorgeous Mor-
gan, Port St. Lucie, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Quinia Morning, 
Port St. Lucie, FL; Andrew, Denise, Michelle & Lucas Nee, Silver 
Spring, MD; Mrs. Roberta Thees, Stuart, FL; and Enid Youngman, 
Stuart, FL. 

  

Sunday (September 3rd) 
Rick & Sherrie Tibbe s (Ann.) 
 
Monday (September 4th) 
Gary & Doris Friedly (Ann.) 
Nate Nelson 
Marty Williams 
 
Tuesday (September 5th) 
Chuck & Trish Clark (Ann.) 
 
Wednesday (September 6th) 
Bre  & Hayden Lau (Ann.) 
Derrick Banks 

Wednesday (September 6th) cont. 
Amanda Fe ng   
 
Thursday (September 7th) 
Ariana Aristy 
Bill Ingram, Jr. 
Sco  Lewis 
Daniel Wagner 
 
Friday (September 8th) 
Verdell March 
Ka e Sproule 
 
Saturday (September 9th) 
Jennifer Carver 

Those to Serve 
If you cannot serve, please call Mike Ellis at 775-3533.  

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 
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Come 
& See! 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 
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What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
The Bible says... 
1.  Believe that Jesus is the Son of God   

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will 
be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

2.  Repent of your sinful ways 
“Repent therefore and be converted, that 
your sins may be blo ed out” (Acts 3:19). 

3.  Confess your faith in Jesus 
“If you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus...you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

4.  Be immersed in water 
“He who believes and is bap zed will be 
saved” (Mark 16:16). 

5.  Commit to a life me of faithful service  
“Be faithful un l death, and I will give you the 
crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). 


