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Every	Letter	in	Every	Word	in	Every	Verse 
 Understanding the nature of inspira-

on will open doors to deeper understanding 
as you study the Bible. Consider that when 
Moses brought the tablets of stone down 
from Mount Sanai there were no misspelled 
words on those stones. Every word was cho-
sen by God. Every single le er of every word 

had been chosen and wri en by the hand of God. 
 Jesus believed in the importance of just 
one word. The Sadducees asked Jesus about the 
problem that the resurrec on presented regarding 
the woman who had been married seven mes. He 
answered them, “You are wrong, because you know 
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God” (Ma . 
22:29, ESV). He emphasized one word spoken at the 
burning bush and said that because God said, “I am 
the God of Abraham,” instead of “I was the God of Abraham,” 
you could prove the resurrec on. Just one word. Look at the 
following examples of the importance of just one word. 
 The importance of the word “your.” For years, many 
have struggled with Paul’s instruc on that a woman was not to 
speak in the assembly, and that if she wanted to ask a ques-

on, she was to wait and ask her husband at home. Many 
asked, “What about all those women who do not have a hus-
band. Who are they to ask?” Just one word se les it. Look at 

the context. Paul had been giving instruc ons regarding the 
behavior of the prophets (1 Cor. 14:29-33). He then said, “Let 
your women keep silent in the churches.” What women? Your 
women—the wives of the prophets. It was the prophet’s wife 
who was most likely to interrupt the prophet’s message in that 
assembly. He specifically addressed those wives of the proph-
ets. Could other women speak in the assembly? Absolutely 
not. He addresses all women in the next verse saying, “It is a 

shame for women to speak in the church.” 
 The importance of the word “this.” Many 
have overlooked the word “this” in Ma hew 24:14. 
One of the signs given about events before the de-
struc on of Jerusalem was that “...this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the world” as the 
final sign the city was about to be destroyed. Look 
carefully at what He said. It was not just that the gos-

pel would be preached. It was that this gospel—the good news 
of the kingdom that God had overthrown Judaism and its tem-
ple, and the Gen les could have common access to God. They 
preached far more than His death, His burial and His resurrec-

on. They preached the fact that all men, Jews and Gen les, 
could come to God. Now that is great news! 
 Read your Bible and look at every word in every verse. 
It will open many doors of deeper understanding. Every le er 
of every word has been chosen by God! 

By Dan Jenkins 

Read your Bible. 
Look at every 
word and this 

will open doors 
of understanding 

“The	Lord	Laid	It	on	My	Heart”	
 It is an expression frequently heard 
on religious television and radio.  All too 
o en the man who is doing the preaching 
will say something like, “I want you to share 
with you something that the Lord laid on my 
heart.”  Of course, it is not just televangelists 
who say this.  It is a common saying among 

many religious folks.  I don’t want to call anyone’s sincerity 
into ques on, but how should we understand a 
statement like that?  How can we know if the Lord 
really did lay something on a person’s heart?  Is it 
possible the Lord may lay something on my heart?  Is 
it a legi mate thing for people to say or claim?  
 First Kings 13 tells of a man of God who 
faithfully spoke “the word of the Lord” and was care-
ful not to violate what the Lord had “commanded” 
him (13:2, 7-10).  But an old prophet came and spoke some-
thing different than what the Lord had told the younger proph-
et. And it was pre y convincing.  “I too am a prophet as you 
are, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the Lord, say-
ing...” (13:18).  The words of the old prophet sounded good, 
and he said that an angel of the Lord told him.  But the rest of 
the verse says that he “was lying.”  A man made a claim that 
was not true, but the younger prophet did not know it.  The 
Lord had not laid anything on that old prophet’s heart, par cu-
larly something that violated His own commands. 

 In another passage, the Lord spoke through Moses 
about “the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My 
name” (Deut. 18:20).  Such a prophet would come forth and 
likely say things like, “The Lord told me that such and such was 
going to happen,” or “I am coming to you in the name of the 
Lord,” or even, “The Lord laid this on my heart to share with 
you.”  That prophet may sincerely believe that what he is say-
ing is really “from the Lord,” and he may convince others that 

his message really is from the Lord.  But, is it?  To 
presume the Lord has spoken does not mean He has! 
 How can I know the will of God?  First, I 
need to realize that God’s revela on has been “once 
for all delivered” (Jude 3), which means no further 
revela on will be made.  Second, I need to accept 
that God’s revealed will in His Word is complete and 
all-sufficient (2 Tim. 3:16-17), supplying me with eve-

rything I need to live and to serve God (2 Pet. 1:3).  Third, I 
need to admit that if I believe God laid something on my heart, 
then someone else has an equal right to claim that God has 
laid the complete opposite on his heart, and who is to say who 
is “right” and who is “wrong”?  That’s why God’s Word is the 
perfect, complete and final standard in all things (John 12:48).  
 David said, “Thy word have I hidden in my heart” (Psa. 
119:11).  That’s how God lays something on our hearts today—
when we read it, meditate upon it and write it on our hearts! 

By David Sproule 

To presume the 
Lord has spoken 
does not mean 

He has! 
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Where	Are	the	Nine? 
 Jesus was on His way up to Jerusa-
lem. His path took Him between Galilee and 
Samaria. This la er place was considered 
worthless by many, as its inhabitants were 
mingled half-breed sons of Abraham. As Je-
sus and His disciples approached yet another 
small village, there was a group of ten lepers 

standing at a distance. They did that—stood at a distance. It 
was a habit, as they were shunned by society as 
“unclean” and “untouchable,” as the law command-
ed (Num. 5:2). There was no cure for what they had, 
but they had heard about this Jesus who was ap-
proaching. So they cry out to Him, “Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us!” (Luke 17:13). Jesus turns to them 
and says, “Go and show yourselves to the 
priests” (17:14). He had not cleansed them in that 
moment. Jesus had sent them to the priest as there 
were certain rituals that must be obeyed in order to be made 
clean (Lev. 14:1-9). As the ten went toward where they were 
to meet the priest, they were cleansed. Before even reaching 
their des na on they were healed. Upon seeing this, one of 
them turned back and shouted with a loud voice and glorified 
God. He fell on his face before the feet of Jesus and thanked 
Him. “Then Jesus answered and said, ‘Were there not ten 
cleansed? But the nine—where are they? Was no one found 
who returned to give glory to God, except this foreigner?’ And 

He said to him, ‘Stand up and go; your faith has made you 
well’” (Luke 17:17-19). What had this foreigner, a Samaritan, 
done that the other nine had not? He showed gra tude.  
 When Jesus asked, “Where are the nine?” He was 
essen ally saying that all should have been grateful for what 
He had done and the blessing they had received from God. 
Shouldn’t we have cause to be the most thankful? Not because 
we’ve been cleansed of a physical uncleanness but cleansed of 

a spiritual death from which there is no cure without 
the grace of God and the death of His Son. 
 The Bible speaks of gra tude toward God. 
“Let them give thanks to the LORD for His lovingkind-
ness, And for His wonders to the sons of men! For He 
has sa sfied the thirsty soul, And the hungry soul He 
has filled with what is good” (Psa. 107:8-9). “Be 
thankful… singing with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God. Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Fa-
ther” (Col. 3:15-17). “In everything give thanks; for this is God's 
will for you in Christ Jesus” (1Thess. 5:18). 
 Thinking of all the things that God has given us, we 
must be careful to remember to stop, bow and give thanks as 
the Samaritan did. We should not be counted among the nine 
in our worship and service to God as those are also ways of 
showing gra tude for all that He has done for us.  

By Josh Blackmer 

“Spread it before the Lord!” 
 
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, sent a threatening le er to Heze-
kiah, king of Judah, which basically said, “Don’t believe God!  
He won’t save you!  We are going to destroy you!  Look at how 
we have u erly destroyed everyone else in our path!” (Isa. 
37:8-13). 
 
Have you ever been in a situa on where you 
didn’t know what to do or where to turn?  Have 
things ever seemed absolutely hopeless?  Have 
you ever just felt completely overwhelmed? 
 
Hezekiah did what every one of us need to do!  
Picture this!  “Hezekiah went up to the house of 
the Lord, and spread [the le er] before the Lord.  Then Hezeki-
ah prayed to the Lord…” (Isa. 37:14-15).  Hezekiah took what 
he could not handle himself and he laid it out before the Lord 
and said, “Lord, I need your help!!!”  When was the last me 
you took your burdens, your cares, your heartaches, your trou-
bles and spread them before the Lord?  Too many of us are 
trying to carry them on our own!  Remember—“you have not, 
because you ask not” (Jas. 4:2)!  – DS 

Two every minute 
 
How long will it take you to read this ar cle?  Probably less 
than a minute.  If it takes you about a minute, then within the 

me that you’re reading this ar cle there will be (on average) 
two divorces in the United States.  Someone might say, “Well, 
that doesn’t sound too bad.”  In an hour, there will be about 
115.  In a day, about 2,750.  (Almost as many bap zed on Pen-

tecost.) This year there will around 1,000,000 
divorces in this country.  Now, how does that 
sound? 
 
Some sta s cians have boasted recently that 
the divorce rate is dropping.  If that’s true, it’s 
probably due to fewer people actually ge ng 

married.  (The marriage rate is the lowest it’s been in 150 
years.)  But two million people will get a divorce just this year.  
Is that acceptable?   
 
Divorce has probably touched all of our lives in some way.  
However, does that make it right?  The Bible s ll says that God 
“hates divorce” (Mal. 2:16), and “what God has joined togeth-
er, let not man separate” (Ma . 19:6).  Let’s do all we can to 
stand where God stands!  – DS 

Ar cles Published in PBL Family News Emails Last Week 

We must be 
careful to        

remember to 
stop, bow and 

give thanks. 
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Ted Schuemann upon the passing of his fa-
ther, Tom Schuemann, on Friday May 19.  
The funeral was held on Wednesday. 
 

Deborah Lynch, upon the passing of her brother, James Pa erson, on Friday 
morning, May 26. 
 
The family of Larry Washington, upon his passing on Friday morning, May 
26.  He was one of the preachers at the Third Street congrega on and had 
been ba ling cancer since October. 

Millie Ames Shelton Howell 
Sandra Daniels Daniel Johnson 
Cora Lee Dennis Don & Be y Ma er 
Annie Faison Deidra Miley 
Helen Gardner Godfrey Pra  
Margie Hardin Leigh Pucke  
Janet Hickerson Ricky Smedley 
Lore a Holaday  

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Silas Moses dialysis treatments 

Charles Norton dialysis treatments 

Norm Smedley breathing problems 

Patricia Ventress dialysis treatments 

Long-Term Health Issues 

Pray for These Rela ves of PBL Members 

Mike Archer having severe pain, tests to determine possible surgery 

Jordan Beasley undergoing rehab at home, slowly improving 

Ma e Cox undergoing medical tests 

Connye Plouffe recovering from injec ons to alleviate back pain 

Sharon Banks Jimmie Banks’ sister, recovering from hospitaliza on  

Bonnye Cox Connye Plouffe’s sister, Lou Gehrig’s disease 

Jackie Handspicker Bre  Lau’s grandmother, diagnosed with lung cancer 

Pat Pi man Jerry Pi man’s brother, under Hospice Care, broken hip 
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Sunday, May 28 
 Jr. High Family Devo a er evening worship.  Please 

bring a drink, dessert or chips. 
 Sr. High Devo a er evening worship at the home of 

David & Traci Sproule. 
 
Sunday, June 4 
 High School Graduates’ Luncheon a er morning wor-

ship in the Family Room.  All members are encouraged 
to a end and bring a potluck dish to share. 

 
Wednesday-Saturday, June 7-10 
 Leadership Training Camp for Young Men & Women.  

Keep the campers in your prayers. 
 
Sunday, June 11 
 Leadership Training Camp Lessons presented by the 

young men and women. There will be a separate class 
for the ladies.  

 Youth & Family Singing a er evening worship in the 
Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes.  

Tuesday, May 30 
 Meat Night for YA Men at 6:30 p.m. at the home of 

Josh Blackmer. 
 
Saturday, June 3 
 VBS Work Day from 9:00 a.m. un l noon.  All members 

are encouraged to come and help prepare decora ons.  
 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Bre  & 

Hayden Lau. 
 
Monday, June 5 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Amber Villard. 
 
Saturday, June 10 
 VBS Work Day from 9:00 a.m. un l noon.  All members 

are encouraged to come and help prepare decora ons.  
See Nate or Cindy Nelson for more details. 

 
Wednesday-Friday, June 14-15 
 VBS Setup beginning immediately a er Bible study on 

Wednesday evening.  

Sunday, May 28 
 “For fying Your Faith” Class at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, May 29 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 
Tuesday, May 30 
 Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Family Room. 
 
Saturday, June 3 
 VBS Work Day from 9:00 a.m. un l noon.  All members 

are encouraged to come and help prepare decora ons.  
See Nate or Cindy Nelson for more details. 

 Widows & Widowers Luncheon from 11:30 a.m. un l 
2:30 p.m. at the home of Kane & Fran Campbell.  RSVP 
to Kane & Fran Campbell or Joan Holloway. 

 Ladies’ Seminar hosted by West Broward beginning at 
8:00 a.m.  The theme is “Women’s Spiritual Health.”  
See the bulle n board for more details. 

 
 
 

Sunday, June 4 
 High School Graduates’ Luncheon a er morning wor-

ship in the Family Room.  All members are encouraged 
to a end and bring a potluck dish to share. 

 Renova/North Lake Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 
 H2H Congrega onal Labeling Night a er evening wor-

ship in the Family Room.  Everyone is encouraged to 
stay and help out. 

 
Saturday, June 10 
 VBS Work Day from 9:00 a.m. un l noon.  All members 

are encouraged to come and help prepare decora ons.  
See Nate or Cindy Nelson for more details. 

 
Sunday, June 11 
 Leadership Training Camp Lessons presented by the 

young men and women. There will be a separate class 
for the ladies.  

 Youth & Family Singing a er evening worship in the 
Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes.  
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“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Sunday 
May 21 

Our Record 
 

A endance                 May 21   Apr. Avg. 

 Sun. Bible Study 242 243 

 Sun. A.M. Worship 298 389 

 Sun. P.M. Worship 176 170 

 Wed. Bible Study 192 189 

Contribu on   $15,788 $15,187   
2017 Weekly Budget: $15,065 
Y-T-D Contribu on-to-Budget: +3,654 

Sunday Morning, May  28 
 Lead Singing ......................... Jerry Hopkins 
 Opening Prayer ...................... Shea Brown 
 Scripture Reading ............ Eugene Williams 
 Presiding at Table ......................... Tim Fry 
 Serve at Table: 
  Henry Bass Kenneth Long  
  Cam Cro s   L.H. Richardson 
  Mike Damron Vincent Rogers 
  Glen Dawson Shaun Tyson 
 Alternates 
  Kirk Crews Namdidie Ikon 
 Closing Prayer ..................... Taylor Reeves 

Sunday Evening, May 28 
 Lead Singing ................. Stephen Beliech 
 Opening Prayer ................ Micah Trujillo 
 Scripture Reading ................. Ken Tipton 
 Presiding at Table ........... Jus n Maloney 
  Kane Campbell 
  Jeff Leslie  
     Aus n Williams  
 Closing Prayer .................... Dan McLeod 
Wednesday Evening, May 31 
 Lead Singing .......................... John Lo is 
 Invita on .................... Darin Summerlot 
 Family Prayer .......................... Jim Davis 

Ushers for week of May 28:  Head Usher: Lance Collier; Bre  Lau & Jerry Pi man 

LOCAL VISITORS:  Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Judy Beard; Richard Gath-
right; Mrs. Maxine Griggs; Ms. Claudia Reynolds; Ms. Pat Pa er-
son; Major Roman; Mr. & Mrs. Henry & Alicia Smith; and Mrs. 
Machelle Williams. 
OUT OF TOWN VISITORS:  Mr. & Mrs. Walt Arthur, Nashville, 
TN; Ms. Marcia Byfield, St Mary, Jamaica, W.I.; Jim & Judy How-
ell, Tallahassee, FL; Walter Jones & Joshua, Loganville, GA; Chad  
& Gorgeous Morgan, Port St. Lucie, FL; and Mr. & Mrs. Michael  
& Quinia Morning, Port St. Lucie, FL. 

 Ralph Williams was bap zed on Tuesday, May 16.  
 Sean MacDonald was bap zed on Sunday, May 21.  

 The High School Graduates’ Luncheon will be on Sun-
day, June 4 a er morning worship in the Family Room.  All 
members are encouraged to a end and bring a potluck dish to 
share. 

Sunday (May 28th) 
Margie Hardin 
Peggy Simpkins 
 
Monday (May 29th) 
Grace Judge 
 
Tuesday (May 30th) 
Dianna Halenda 
Jené Williams 
 
Wednesday (May 31st) 
Gary & Angie Seames (Ann.) 
Douglas Alvarenga 

Thursday (June 1st) 
Cynthia Ingraham 
Melinda Price 
Aus n Williams 
 
Friday (June 2nd) 
Ken & Connie Tipton (Ann.) 
 
Saturday (June 3rd) 
Jenny Jordan 
Daniel Swayne 
 

Those to Serve 
If you cannot serve, please call Mike Ellis at 775-3533.  

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 
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Come 
& See! 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 
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