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God	Treats	the	Wicked	Fairly	 
 The city of Tyre is men oned nearly 
sixty mes in seventeen books of the Bible. 
This ancient Phoenician city occupies an im-
portant place in both Bible and world history. 
Many great truths are understood as we look 
at those verses which tell us about this im-
portant na on, which developed our alpha-

bet and spread it around the western world. 
Nebuchadnezzar and Tyre 

 While many Bible students are aware that 
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the city of Jerusalem and 
carried the Jews into Babylon for seventy years, very 
few are aware that he then a acked the city of Tyre. 
His plan involved a siege around this city on the Med-
iterranean Sea. The prophet Ezekiel foretold this 
event in great detail—the descrip on of the Babylo-
nian army, the death of many, the ba ering rams to open the 
gates, the ramp to reach the tops of the walls  and the destruc-

on of the towers around the city (Ezek. 26:7-13). This siege 
lasted thirteen years, but whenever the Babylonians entered 
the city, there were no treasures. The people had fled from the 
city, escaping in their ships taking all the treasures with them. 

God, Nebuchadnezzar and Tyre 
 It would have been easy for the Babylonians to view 
those thirteen years as wasted effort, but the big picture is far 

different. God used ancient na ons to accomplish His will, 
even those who did not believe in Him. He used the king of 
Assyria to punish and sca er the northern kingdom of Israel 
and called them His “rod of anger” and His “staff of indigna-

on” (Isa. 10:5-7). He also used Nebuchadnezzar to destroy 
Jerusalem and called him His servant (Jer. 25:9; 27:6; 43:10). 
He used these evil people even though they were infidels! 
 In Ezekiel chapter twenty-nine, we discover another 

aspect of the nature of God. A er Nebuchadnezzar 
had been used by God to punish both Tyre and Jeru-
salem because of their ungodliness, the king of Baby-
lon marched against Egypt. Read the words of God’s 
prophet about why Nebuchadnezzar would be able 
to succeed. “Nebuchadnezzar...caused His army to 
labor strenuously against Tyre...yet neither he nor his 
army received wages from Tyre …Therefore… I will 

give the land of Egypt for the labor they expended on it.” 
 Our God is a just God. They had unknowingly done His 
will but they received none of the treasures of Tyre. Yet God 
remembered what they had done and His jus ce demanded 
that they should be rewarded. He gave them the greater treas-
ures of Egypt. 
 Now think about His jus ce and how He will reward 
you. If He treats the ungodly and rewards them, how much 
more will He see your service. Our God is a truly just God!  

By Dan Jenkins 

If God rewarded 
evil Babylon for 
their service, He 
will reward us 

for what we do! 

No	Partiality	
 Since we did not live in the days of 
the first-century Jews, it is difficult for us to 
fully comprehend the strong aversion that 
the Jews had for the Gen les.  Their hatred 
for the Gen les went to extreme measures, 
as they looked at the en re race as being 
unclean and had made it unlawful for Jews to 

have interac ons with Gen les (Acts 10:28).  The Gen les 
were their enemies and (in their minds) did not de-
serve to have any knowledge of God and heavenly 
things, let alone to have a rela onship with Him.  
Even if a Gen le became a Jewish proselyte, he was 
s ll held at a distance and not admi ed to full fel-
lowship.  Jews and Gen les hated one another and 
wanted nothing to do with each other. 
 Then, Jesus “came and preached 
peace” (Eph. 2:17).  The Old Testament had prophesied about 
the coming kingdom of God and that “all na ons shall flow to 
it” (Isa. 2:2).  Faithful Jews should have expected this, for the 
promise to Abraham was that through his seed “all the na ons 
of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 22:18).  Before His death, 
Jesus had foretold that, within the life me of His disciples, the 
“gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a 
witness to all the na ons” (Ma . 24:14).  The gospel is for all!  
Then, just before His ascension into heaven, Jesus instructed 
His followers “that repentance and remission of sins should be 

preached in His name to all na ons” (Luke 24:47). 
 Jesus took the Jews and Gen les—two groups of peo-
ple who could not have hated each other more than they did—
and He broke “down the middle wall of separa on,” made 
“peace,” reconciled “them both to God in one body through 
the cross,” and thereby put “to death the enmity” (Eph. 2:14-
16).  In the eyes of God, “there is neither Jew nor Greek” (Gal. 
3:28).  This was a lesson that took some Jews a very long me 

to learn, including even the apostle Peter.  He finally 
realized, “God shows no par ality.  But in every na-

on whoever fears Him and works righteousness is 
accepted by Him” (Acts 10:34-35).  This was a mes-
sage that was echoed throughout the New Testa-
ment—“There is no par ality with God” (Rom. 2:11; 
Eph. 6:9; 1 Pet. 1:17).   
 So what does God expect of us?  He expects 

us to have the mind of Christ and to esteem others (no ma er 
who they are) “be er than” ourselves (Phil. 2:3-5).  He expects 
us to do “nothing with par ality” (1 Tim. 5:21; Jas. 2:1).  He 
expects us to know very simply, “If you show par ality, you 
commit sin” (Jas. 2:9).  He expects us to see everyone as stand-
ing on level ground before the dying Savior! 
 Without par ality, Jesus died for all men (Heb. 2:9), 
because without par ality, He wants “all men to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).  Do you? 

By David Sproule 

“If you show  
par ality,  

you commit 
sin”  

(Jas. 2:9). 
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Lessons	From	Galilee:	“What	kind	of	man	is	this?”	
 The accounts of Jesus calming the 
storm on Galilee offer an interes ng perspec-

ve on faith and perspec ve (Ma . 8:18-27; 
Mark 4:35-42; Luke 8:22-25). What was it 
about these circumstances that allowed one 
person to sleep and others to feel mortal 
danger?  

 Jesus had just finished teaching many parables to the 
people. As He saw the crowds growing, He com-
manded that they depart to the other side of the lake 
by boat—it was evening. As they went, a storm came 
up on the lake. This was not a storm that men who 
knew the lake could shrug off. Mark and Luke both 
record that they were taking on water as wave a er 
wave crashed over the boat. Luke explicitly states 
that they were in jeopardy (Luke 8:23). We know 
from studies of the area that storms can come up suddenly on 
the lake if there is a large temperature drop. The lake itself is 
700 feet below sea level. It is surrounded on all sides by hills 
and mountains, some reaching 2,000 feet above sea level. 
With that eleva on change connected with a storm dropping 
the temperature, the wind really picks up and the gales begin 
crea ng large waves. Add the rain and darkness of night, and it 
becomes quite disorien ng and scary. So, men, who had de-
pended on the lake for their livelihood and knew its secrets, go 
to Jesus in fear. They wake Jesus, who was sleeping in the 

stern on a cushion, “Teacher, do You not care that we are per-
ishing” (Mark 4:38)? They were very afraid. Jesus wakes from 
the cushion He was sleeping on and rebukes the storm, “Hush, 
be s ll” (Mark 4:39). I can almost get the feel that Jesus could 
have been frustrated. He was finally ge ng some good sleep 
and the disciples wake him. This is very reminiscent of a 
“You’re killin’ me Smalls!” moment. Jesus responds to His disci-
ples, “Why are you afraid? Do you s ll have no faith?” (Mark 

4:40). They had seen Him perform many miracles by 
now and had heard Him teach. They should already 
know that Jesus was different, yet they s ll ask the 
ques on, “Who then is this, that even the wind and 
the sea obey Him” (Mark 4:41)? Demons and sick-
ness may be one thing, but for fishermen, nature is 
powerful. Jesus just demonstrated His power even 
over nature. Their scope of understanding who Jesus 
really is just got bigger.  

 Perspec ve played a huge role in the outcome of 
these events. What does a carpenter’s son know about fishing? 
Usually nothing. But the only Son of the Father that had an 
ac ve role in crea on? He might know something. Jesus knew 
He was not going to die there. He knew the storm was coming 
when He asked them to go into the water, but He was with 
them. He knows storms are coming when He said, “Go into all 
the world…” (Mark 16:15). He provided these words, “I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age” (Ma . 28:20). 

By Josh Blackmer 

Perspec ve 
played a huge 
role in the out-
come of these 

events. 

Senior High 
Mission Team 

Laurel, Delaware   
June 24-July 1 

Josh Blackmer 
Cara Blackmer 

Grant Fuller 
Katie Sproule 
Kelly Sproule 
Micah Trujillo 
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Lynne Jorgensen upon the passing of her 
stepfather, Sam Michaelian, last week. 
 

Millie Ames Daniel Johnson 
Cora Lee Dennis Don & Be y Ma er 
Helen Gardner Deidra Miley 
Margie Hardin Godfrey Pra  
Lore a Holaday Leigh Pucke  
Shelton Howell Ricky Smedley 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Annie Faison suffering with chronic pain 

Janet Hickerson chronic health problems 

Ruth Milton chronic health problems 

Silas Moses dialysis treatments 

Charles Norton dialysis treatments 

Norm Smedley breathing problems 

Patricia Ventress dialysis treatments 

Long-Term Health Issues 

Pray for These Rela ves of PBL Members 

Ally Alberga undergoing medical tes ng 

Harold Armstrong recovering at home from hospitaliza on 

Dee Catanzaro star ng radia on treatments for breast cancer 

Lester Galloway recovering from neck surgery 

Ma hew Jones recovering from prostate surgery 

Connye Plouffe recovering from severe head injury 

Leigh Pucke  blood clo ng problems 

Cathy Seay recovering at home, surgery postponed 

Marie Watson recovering from hospitaliza on 

Leigh Hill Shirley Hopkins’ cousin, suffering with cancer 

Clara Medina Carolina Medina’s sister, s ll in the hospital 

Bill O’Brien Marcia Kelley’s cousin, open heart surgery on July 8 

Vivian Rackstraw Tasha Ellis’ grandmother, breast cancer surgery on July 1 

Mariam Wagenknecht Dick Kelley’s sister, under Hospice Care 

Delores Sims Jimmie Banks’ mother, undergoing chemo treatments 
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Sunday, June 26 
 Jr. High Family Devo a er evening worship.  Please 

bring a drink, dessert or chips. 
 
Sunday, July 10 
 Youth & Family Singing a er evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Sunday-Saturday, July 17-23 
 Jenkins’ Week at CFBC. Register online at 

www.c iblecamp.org.  Dona ons are needed to help 
with scholarships for campers and ac vi es during the 
week.  See Gary or Jacqui Jenkins for more details. 

 
Saturday-Wednesday, July 23-27 
 Upward Bound at CFBC for ages 14-18. Register online. 
 
Saturday, August 6 
 Jr. High Back-to-School Shopping and Lunch from 11:45 

a.m. un l 2:00 p.m.  Bring $20 (for lunch & school sup-
plies).  See Sarah, Ivan or Amber for more details. 

Saturday, July 9 
 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Paul & 

Lisa Metzkes. 
 
Monday, July 11 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Hollie Cro s.  See Rachel Fuller for more de-
tails. 

 
Tuesday, July 12 
 Meat Night for YA Men at 6:30 p.m. at the home of 

David Sproule. 
 
Sunday-Saturday, July 17-23 
 Jenkins’ Week at CFBC.  Dona ons are needed to help 

with scholarships for campers and ac vi es during the 
week.  See Gary or Jacqui Jenkins for more details. 

 
Monday, August 1 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Julie Trujillo.  See Rachel Fuller for more de-
tails. 

Sunday, June 26 
 Single Ladies’ Luncheon a er morning worship at 

Duffy’s on Northlake.  See Joan Holloway for details. 
 Wedding Shower for Lisa Holaday & Nathan Lewis at 

4:30 p.m. in the Family Room.  Please bring gi  cards. 
 
Monday, June 27 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, June 28 
 Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, June 28 
 Family Group 3 Mee ng at 7:30 p.m. at the home of 

Novel & Mary Brown. 
 
Saturday, July 2 
 Area-Wide & Homecoming Singing at 7:00 p.m.  PBL 

members, bring finger foods and drinks. 
 
Sunday, July 3 
 Homecoming Sunday at Palm Beach Lakes.  PBL mem-

bers, bring a potluck dish and drinks to share. 
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 Sharon Reitz placed membership June 5.  
 Michell Castonguay placed membership June 12.  

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Sunday, 
June 19 

Our Record 
 

A endance                 June 19  May Avg. 

 Sun. Bible Study 217 252 

 Sun. A.M. Worship 369 375 

 Sun. P.M. Worship 176 177 

 Wed. Bible Study 255 187 

Contribu on   $15,745 $15,227  
2016 Weekly Budget: $14,660 

Y-T-D Contribu on-to-Budget: +23,436 

Sunday Morning, June 26 
 Lead Singing ......................... Jerry Hopkins 
 Opening Prayer ................ Dirk Summerlot 
 Scripture Reading ................. Victor Colage 
 Presiding at Table ............... Jimmie Banks 
 Serve at Table: 
  Josue Charles  Kenneth Long  
  Mike Damron Taylor Reeves 
  Jeff Goodale Carmen Ruckman 
  Charles Hayes Sco  Studer 
 Alternates: 
  Lance Collier Jerry Pi man 
 Closing Prayer .......................Orlando Lolo 

Sunday Evening, June 26 
 Lead Singing ........................ Bobbo Lupo 
 Opening Prayer ..................... Jim Rogers 
 Scripture Reading ......... Bailey McDaniel 
 Presiding at Table ............... Gary Jenkins 
  Bob Higbee 
  Nate Nelson 
  Chuck Reeves, Sr. 
 Closing Prayer ................. David Holaday 
Wednesday Evening, June 29 
 Lead Singing ........................ Shea Brown 
 Invita on .............................. Cam Cro s 
 Family Prayer ............................. Tim Fry 

Ushers for week of June 26 Head Usher: Novel Brown; Rick Hall & Bre  Lau 

LOCAL VISITORS: Greg Bland & Breanna; Mr. Jean Charles; Liz 
Erickson; Aisha Fernandez; Ms. Rashana Green; Mrs. Maxine 
Griggs; Jason Halas; Ma hew Otero; Kenneth Primmer; Mark 
Wi ; and Mrs. Kathy Wood. 
OUT OF TOWN VISITORS: Ms. Helen Bashaw, Canal Winchester, 
OH; Ms. Sharon Bowman, Jonesborough, TN; Allan Fowell, New 
Plymouth, New Zealand; Sco , Jacob & Colton Kelley, West 
Broward, FL; Tim Lamb, Delray Beach, FL; Sabrina Lolo; Bob 
Oler, Sun City, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Shafor, Dorr, MI; Ms. 
Eileen Torricelli, Delray Beach, FL; Ms. Wilma Thomas, Holly-
wood Hills, FL; and Mr. & Mrs. Dus n Wear, Port St. Lucie, FL. 
 
 
 Thank you for the courtesies extended to me and my 
family a er the loss of my mother. The cards, calls, flowers, 
visits and acts of kindness provided comfort and support 
through a difficult period. Please con nue to keep us in your 
thoughts and prayers.         Dorothy Savage 

Monday (June 27th) 
Joe & Marian Holland (Ann.) 
Iva Ardoin 
Mary Thomas 

Tuesday (June 28th) 
Cam Cro s 
Cheryl Milton 
 

Wednesday (June 29th) 
Steven Livergood 
Dorothy Savage 
 
Thursday (June 30th) 
Edward & Ellen Gager (Ann.) 
Adrienne Gadson 
 
Saturday (July 2nd) 
Richard & Debi Watson (Ann.) 

Thank You Note 

Those to Serve 
If you cannot serve, please call Mike Ellis at 775-3533.  

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 



8 

Come 
& See! 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 
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It’s	Up	To	You	Now	
 There’s an old story, not from the 
Bible, but it does well to prove a point. Jesus 
returns to Heaven a er His ascension, and 
He’s welcomed at the gates by one of the 
angels. The angel says to Him, “Without you 
there, how will the kingdom con nue?” Jesus 
answers Him, “I have entrusted my teachings 
to my followers, and it is their job to carry on 

spreading it.” The angel is flabbergasted! He says, 
“But, Lord, don’t you know men are imperfect be-
ings? What if they don’t spread your teachings? Will 
the kingdom die out? Surely you made another 
way!” Jesus says to the angel, “No. I have made no 
other way. It rests on them to preach now.” 
 Now, as I said beforehand, this fic onal sto-
ry is not from the Bible, but it does well to prove a 
point. Jesus le  only one way for the kingdom, the church, to 
spread. He told His disciples, “Therefore, go and make disciples 
of all the na ons, bap zing them in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age” (Ma . 28:19-20). We call this the “Great 
Commission” and for good reason. As Chris ans, this is what 
we have been commissioned to do: make disciples of all na-

ons, by bap zing them and teaching them all that the Word 
has taught us. This is our mission. 

 The fact of the ma er is Jesus made no provisions for 
the spreading of the kingdom other than this. He has placed 
His Word into our hands like He did with the prophet Ezekiel 
(Ezek. 2:8-3:3). He has given us His Word, and it is our duty to 
take it in, learn it and preach it to others. For just as God gave 
Ezekiel His Word to take in, He gave him a charge. He said, “I 
have made you a watchman…” (Ezek. 3:17). He said, if you 
warn a wicked man, but he persists in his wickedness and dies 

in his wickedness, you will have delivered your soul. 
But, if you don’t warn him at all, and he dies in his 
sins, I will require his blood from your hand (Ezek. 
3:18-21). 
 God has given us a mission, and it is one of 
the most important, if not the most important, mis-
sions to ever be given to mortal man. There is no 
going above or beyond this call of duty. There is 

simply performing it as best we can. The mission is to spread 
God’s kingdom. To take in His word as food for our spirits and 
proclaim it to those around us. This is not a mission given by 
some man of high authority. It is a direct order from the very 
highest authority, and that is God! The song that we sing rings 
true, “Into our hands the Gospel is given. Into our hands is giv-
en the Light.” God has given us His message and has commis-
sioned us as His ambassadors. He has made no other way for 
the kingdom to spread. We are His disciples, and when He re-
turned to Heaven, He said to us, “It’s up to you now.”  

By Grant Fuller 
(Summer Intern) 

“No. I have made 
no other way. It 
is up to them to 

preach now.” 


