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On	the	Verge	of	Ruin	While	in	the	Assembly 
 So many ChrisƟans feel rather good 
about their spiritual lives because they 
aƩend worship on a regular basis. They par-
take of the Lord’s Supper almost every Sun-
day and even come at other Ɵmes depending 
on what else is happening in their lives. What 
we oŌen overlook is that one can worship 

regularly, yet at the same Ɵme can unknowingly be on the 
brink of leaving the Lord. Solomon said it this way, “I 
was on the verge of total ruin in the midst of the as-
sembly and congregaƟon” (Prov. 5:14). 
 How does this happen? What is happening 
in the lives, and more especially in the hearts, of 
those who are about to fall into the depths of sin and 
are unaware of it? Look at Proverbs chapter five to 
see the four aƫtudes which bring this about. 
 One is on the verge of ruin who hates instrucƟon. 
These very words, “hate instrucƟon,” are words of wisdom 
from the renowned wise king. Yet, look at what was happening 
even before he built the temple. “Solomon loved the Lord, 
walking in the statutes of his father David, except he sacrificed 
and burned incense at the high places” (1 Kings 3:3). He had 
been “raised in the church” to observe Jewish holy days. Yet, 
at the same Ɵme, he was worshiping idols! How could such 
happen? Proverbs 5:12 says he hated instrucƟon. 

 One is on the verge of ruin who despises correcƟon. 
Solomon sat in the assembly of the congregaƟon of Israel, yet 
he was on the precipice of total destrucƟon. It is not just young 
people who despise the correcƟon of parents, for many Chris-
Ɵans are resenƞul of preaching that seeks to correct their own 
lives. Oh the folly of those who hate preaching which calls on 
them to turn from sin! Oh the wisdom of those who rejoice to 
let God correct their lives! 

 One is on the verge of ruin who does not 
obey his teachers. The third aƩribute of those who 
“go to church” but are unknowingly on the verge of 
destrucƟon is a failure to obey teachers. If we sit in 
worship and the Word of God is proclaimed, we are 
siƫng at the feet of our supreme Teacher. We must 
not only hear correcƟon, we must become obedient. 
 One is on the verge of ruin who does not 

incline his ear to those who instruct him.  When worshiping 
God, our ears must be inclined to hear. The word incline pic-
tures one who “leans forward to be sure every word is heard.” 
When assembled, we need to incline our ears when God 
speaks to us in the sermons preached.  
 Solomon shows four aƫtudes we must have when we 
assemble. Think about these things. Wisdom demands that we 
learn these vital truths. Check your heart. Are you unknowingly 
on the verge of destrucƟon in the assembly of the saints?  

By Dan Jenkins 

Are you unknow-
ingly on the 

verge of ruin in 
the assembly of 

the saints? 

Young	Men	and	Young	Women,	It	Is	Time!	
 Modern culture has created a mold 
for today’s young men and young women, 
and too many are allowing themselves to be 
poured right into it.  Young people are de-
picted as self-absorbed, ungrateful, anƟ-
social, materialisƟc individuals, who are giv-
en to a lifestyle of instant saƟsfacƟon, sexual 

abandonment and irresponsible behavior.  (NoƟce, that is not 
my view, but how young people are oŌen depicted 
by others in today’s society.)  In the home, they are 
portrayed as “running the show”—knowing more 
than the parents, having more sense than the par-
ents and being more adept at raising themselves and 
ruling the house than their parents.  We’ve been so 
condiƟoned to expect this of today’s young people 
that to find one who steps out of that mold and be-
haves as a responsible human being is quite a sight! 
 Young men and young women, it is Ɵme to be what 
God intended for you to be!  God’s young people are like 
Shem, Ham and Japheth, who respected their father’s instruc-
Ɵons over the opinions of their friends!  God’s young people 
are like Isaac, who trusted his father to know and to do what 
was in his best interest!  God’s young people are like Joseph, 
who resisted and fled sexual opportuniƟes that were offered 
to him!  God’s young people are like Reuben, who stood up to 
his brothers, in order to do what he finally realized was right!  

God’s young people are like Joshua and Caleb (and like Shad-
rach, Meshach and Abed-Nego), who did not go along with the 
crowd, but took a stand for what they knew was right (based 
upon God’s revelaƟon of right) and in the face of what they 
knew was wrong!  God’s young people are like Samuel who 
humbly said to God, “Speak, for Your servant hears,” and then 
spoke God’s Word, even if the message may have been offen-
sive to its hearers!  God’s young people are like David, who 

stood up to the imposing enemy of God, even when 
no one else had the courage to do it!  God’s young 
people are like Jonathan, who chose a godly friend-
ship to the detriment of his own potenƟal power and 
prosperity!  God’s young people are like Josiah, who 
learned God’s will and changed the course of an en-
Ɵre naƟon!  God’s young people are like Jesus, who 
was respecƞul and obedient to His parents, when He 
may have been the only child in history who might 

have known beƩer than them!  God’s young people are like 
Timothy, who set a ChrisƟan example for everyone else to fol-
low!  Young men and young women, it is Ɵme! 
 Modern culture has uƩerly twisted what God de-
signed young men and young women to be!  Whether it is pop-
ular or not, whether it fits the mold or not, we need young 
people who will go back to what God designed for them to be!  
Our families will be beƩer for it, society will be beƩer for it, 
and each young person will be beƩer for it!  It is Ɵme! 

By David Sproule 

We need young 
people who will 
go back to what 

God designed for 
them to be! 
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Spiritual	Awareness	
 Cade Courtley (former SEAL team 
leader, author and TV personality) wrote in 
his book, SEAL Survival Guide, “In military-
speak, situaƟonal awareness is defined as 
the ability to idenƟfy, process and compre-
hend the criƟcal elements of informaƟon 
about what is happening to the team with 

regard to a mission. More simply, it’s being aware of what is 
going on around you…These [the unaware] are the 
very people who most oŌen get vicƟmized or end up 
on the casualty list.” He then included some steps 
that we need to take if we are going to have a keen 
sense of situaƟonal awareness.  
 As I thought about those steps, I began to 
see a Biblical applicaƟon in being spiritually aware. 
Here are some things that we need to consider in 
order to be spiritually aware of our surroundings.  
 1. Look at what others around you are doing. 
“Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to 
you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their 
faith” (Heb. 13:7).  
 2. Look for things that seem out of place. “For every-
one who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word 
of righteousness, for he is an infant. But solid food is for the 
mature, who because of pracƟce have their senses trained to 

discern good and evil” (Heb. 5:13-14).  
 3. Determine where you’d go if you had to seek im-
mediate help. “Let us consider how to sƟmulate one another 
to love and good deeds” (Heb. 10:24). 
 4. Find the way of escape. “No temptaƟon has over-
taken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 

able, but with the temptaƟon will provide the way of 
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it” (1 
Cor. 10:13). 
 5. Determine whether you are someone 
others could follow. “Likewise urge the young men 
to be sensible; in all things show yourself to be an 
example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, digni-
fied, sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so 
that the opponent will be put to shame, having noth-

ing bad to say about us” (Tit. 2:6-8). 
 This is a simplified way of thinking about how to deal 
with temptaƟons and struggles and how to help others. We 
need to be reminded of the baƩle and the enemy that we are 
fighƟng against. Our enemy is very aware of us. “Be of sober 
spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around 
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). 
Please be aware, keep your head up and ready. If you are not 
prepared, you will become the next vicƟm.  

By Josh Black-

“Lord, if You are willing” 
 
It would have taken a great deal of boldness for a leper to en-
ter in among the crowds and especially to have approached 
Jesus Himself.  One such man came and worshiped Jesus in 
MaƩhew 8, and then he said these fascinaƟng words, “Lord, if 
You are willing, You can make me clean” (8:2).  The words ex-
press respect, “Lord.”  The words express humility, “If you are 
willing.”  The words express confidence, “You 
can make me clean.”   
 
Of course, the leper was speaking about and 
focused on his physical well-being, but the 
same words could come from our hearts today 
regarding our spiritual well-being.  How much 
respect do we have for Jesus?  How much humility do we 
exhibit in His presence?  How much confidence do we have 
that He can thoroughly cleanse us from a disease that is infi-
nitely worse than leprosy—a disease called sin? 
 
Thank God that we have a Savior who is willing to cleanse us!  
– DS 
 

Masking our shame 
 
Have you noƟced what’s been happening in supermarket lines 
in recent years?  For decades, check-out lines have been 
flanked by the latest issues of tabloids and popular magazines.  
Over the years, the cover images on many of the high-profile 
periodicals have grown more and more risqué, with women 
wearing less and less clothing.  Just what every young boy 

standing in line with his mother needs to see, 
let alone the grown men who gawk at these 
professional models.  Well, someone some-
where must have complained about those mag-
azine covers, because many Ɵmes you will now 
find a translucent sheet of plasƟc placed in front 
of those magazines. 

 
Think about it.  The pictures became so salacious that it was 
determined to slightly mask the cover.  NoƟce, it was NOT de-
cided to stop taking those photos.  It was NOT decided to stop 
prinƟng those magazines.  It was NOT decided to stop placing 
those magazines in prime locaƟons to reach every possible 
target.  No!  It was decided to just put a liƩle cover over it. 
 
When wrong is wrong, puƫng a mask over it doesn’t make it 
right (Isa. 5:20; Jer. 6:15)!  – DS 

ArƟcles Published in PBL Family News Emails Last Week 

If you are not 
prepared, you 

will become the 
next vicƟm. 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Janet Hickerson chronic health problems 

Ruth Milton chronic health problems 

Silas Moses dialysis treatments 

Charles Norton dialysis treatments 

Norm Smedley breathing problems 

Patricia Ventress dialysis treatments 

Annie Faison suffering with chronic pain 

Godfrey PraƩ suffering with back issues 

Long-Term Health Issues 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 

Mike Archer dealing with severe pain in back and legs 

Cornelius Henderson undergoing medical tesƟng 

Connye Plouffe recovering from severe head injury, slowly improving 

Jo Ann Rogers recovering from heart surgery 

Shelton Howell recovering from colon cancer surgery 

Lynne Jorgensen conƟnuing to recover from knee surgery 

Les McQuinn hospitalized last week 

Ruth Milton Good Sam. Hospital (no visitors), severe pain in hip/legs 

Leonard Williams scheduled for an outpaƟent procedure (4/26) 

Francisco Alvarenga Douglas Alvarenga’s father, open heart surgery (4/22) 

Diana Noel Bonnie Arthur’s daughter, diagnosed with breast cancer 

Freda Overton Cam CroƩs’ grandmother, fell & broke arm and ribs 

Twyla Wright Trina Wright’s mother, recovering at home 

Delores Sims Jimmie Banks’ mother, tesƟng on lump found in breast 

Millie Ames LoreƩa Holaday Deidra Miley 
Cora Lee Dennis Shelton Howell Leigh PuckeƩ 
Helen Gardner Daniel Johnson Joe Quigley 
Margie Hardin Don & BeƩy MaƩer Ricky Smedley 

Our Shut-Ins: 
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Sunday, April 24 
 Jr. High Family Devo aŌer evening worship.  Please 

bring a drink, dessert or chips. 
 
Friday, April 29 
 Sr. High & YA Guys’ Hangout from 8:00 p.m. unƟl 8:00 

a.m. at the home of Josh Blackmer.  If you plan to stay 
the night, come prepared.  Bring drinks & XBOX One 
games.  Food will be provided. 

 
Friday-Saturday, May 6-7 
 Evangelism Training for Youth with Eric Lyons.  Begins 

at 7:00 p.m. on Friday and 9:30 a.m. on Saturday.  Vol-
unteers are need to provide housing for boys & girls and 
to bring cookies & drinks.  Sign up on the bulleƟn. 

 
Sunday, May 8 
 Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

Tuesday, April 26 
 Meat Night for YA Men at 6:30 p.m. at the home of 

David Sproule. 
 
Friday, April 29 
 Sr. High & YA Guys’ Hangout from 8:00 p.m. unƟl 8:00 

a.m. at the home of Josh Blackmer.  If you plan to stay 
the night, come prepared.  Bring drinks & XBOX One 
games.  Food will be provided. 

 
Monday, May 2 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Cara Blackmer. 
 
Saturday, May 14 
 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of BreƩ & 

Hayden Lau. 
 
Sunday, May 15 
 Young Adult MeeƟng aŌer evening worship in Adult 3. 
 
 

Sunday, April 24 
 Combined “Answering Bible QuesƟons” Class at 9:00 

a.m. Jr. High, Sr. High & all adult classes will meet in the 
Auditorium. 

 
Monday, April 25 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 
Tuesday, April 26 
 Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Family Room. 
 
Thursday, April 28 
 Family Group 2 MeeƟng at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 

Josh & Cara Blackmer. 
 
Saturday, April 30 
 EDP & Wives Cookout at 6:00 p.m. on the church prop-

erty. 
 
Sunday, May 1 
 Troy Spradlin Mission Report at 9:00 a.m.  Jr. High, Sr. 

High & all adult classes will meet in the Auditorium. 

Sunday, May 1 (cont.) 
 Renova/North Lake Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Friday, May 6 
 Evangelism Training for Youth Volunteers Needed.  

Volunteers are need to provide housing for boys & girls 
and to bring cookies & drinks.  Sign up on the bulleƟn.  
See Josh Blackmer for more details. 

 
Sunday, May 8 
 Eric Lyons Will Be Speaking Sunday Morning.  Jr. High, 

Sr. High & all adult classes will meet in the Auditorium. 
 Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Tuesday, May 17 
 Family Group 3 MeeƟng at 7:30 p.m. at the home of 

Dan & Loni Fuller. 
 
Thursday, May 19 
 Family Group 1 MeeƟng at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 

Johnny & BeƩy Davis. 
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  What a blessing it is to be a member of the Palm 
Beach Lakes church. During this long Ɵme of dealing with ex-
treme pain, the many cards and phone calls have helped tre-
mendously. It is comforƟng to know I had your prayers. I have 
a procedure scheduled for April 26 on my hip. Please pray that 
it will succeed. 
   Ruth Milton 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

Sunday, 
April 17 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance                Apr. 17   Mar. Avg. 

 Sun. Bible Study 230 245 

 Sun. A.M. Worship 413 430 

 Sun. P.M. Worship 196 194 

 Wed. Bible Study 210 219 

ContribuƟon   $15,914  $15,930  
2016 Weekly Budget: $14,660 

Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: +15,114 

Sunday Morning, April 24 
 Lead Singing ........................... Bobbo Lupo 
 Opening Prayer ........................ David Lord 
 Scripture Reading ....................... Jim Davis 
 Presiding at Table ............. JusƟn Maloney 
 Serve at Table: 
  Mike Erickson Orlando Lolo 
  Charles Hayes Kenneth Long 
  Bill Ingram, Jr. Vincent Rogers 
  Wallace Jones Nahum Villard 
 Alternates: 
  Rick Hall Taylor Reeves 
 Closing Prayer .................. Freddie Gadson 

Sunday Evening, April 24 
 Lead Singing ....................... Dan McLeod  
 Opening Prayer ................. Jerry PiƩman 
 Scripture Reading ................ Bob Higbee 
 Presiding at Table ............ Josh Blackmer 
 Serve at Table: 
  Kane Campbell 
  Lance Collier 
  Nick Pietro 
 Closing Prayer .................... Mike Archer 
Wednesday Evening, April 27 
 Lead Singing ................... Ivan Villard, Jr. 
 InvitaƟon .......................... Richard Lerro 
 Family Prayer ....................... Cam CroƩs 

Ushers for week of Apr. 24: Head Usher: Chris Thompson; C. Reeves, Sr. & Carmen Ruckman 

LOCAL VISITORS: Miss Linda Allen; Mr. & Mrs. Andy Anderson; 
Ms. Karen Bibbee; Jerreese & LaTamara Blue; Ms. Rosa Charles; 
JusƟn DeMond;  Mr. & Mrs. Donnie Drake; Mr. Lowell Flowers; 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Gerber; Mr. & Mrs. Errol Gower-Winter; Rasha-
na Green; Mrs. Maxine Griggs; Mr. Keith HatcheƩ; Ms. Rebecca 
Huffman; Mrs. Kathy Kelley; Gary Lober; Mr. & Mrs. Dennis 
Mann; Ms. Joan Nappi; Ms. Pat PaƩerson; Mrs. Claudia Paul; 
Ms. Barbara Paulk; Miss Aliah Pendley; Mr. & Mrs. Joel Perez; 
Brian Rayfield; Mrs. Kathy Reitano; Miss Camele Sinclair; Mrs. 
BriƩany Terry; Mr. & Mrs. Henry Williams; and Miss Ryan 
Young. 
OUT OF TOWN VISITORS:  Ms. Sylvia Goldie, Davison, MI; Mr. & 
Mrs. Glenn Griffin, Northport, AL; Holt Hamilton, Port St. Lucie;  
Mario Moss, Freeport, Bahamas; Mr. & Mrs. William O’Brien, 
Endwell, NY; Mrs. Lenis Villard, Daytona Beach, FL; and Ms. 
Thelma Williams, Ft. Pierce, FL. 

Monday (April 25th) 
Bethany Bertram 
 
Tuesday (April 26th) 
Helen Burney 
Ivan Villard, Jr. 
Rick Hall 
 
Wednesday (April 27th) 
Jordan & Marsha Beasley (Ann.) 
ChrisƟna Kato 

Wednesday (April 27th) cont. 
Jessica Gibbins 
 
Thursday (April 28th) 
Kane Campbell 
 
Friday (April 29th) 
Beth Fry 
 
Saturday (April 30th) 
Pearl El 

Those to Serve 
If you cannot serve, please call Mike Ellis at 775-3533.  

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 
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Come 
& See! 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 
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Answering Bible Questions 
Sunday Morning Bible Classes (May 15 - June 5) 

 What does the Holy Spirit do in the life of a ChrisƟan? 
 How can I deal with the forgiveness of my old sin and overcome my guilt? 
 How can we know that the Bible is reliable and that our English translaƟons are accurate? 
 Is it wrong for a ChrisƟan woman to teach a man who is not a ChrisƟan? 
 Does it really maƩer what we believe and what we teach if “we’re all serving the same God”? 
 What can I say to an antagonisƟc atheist who conƟnually aƩacks God? 
 How do you teach the Bible as prime authority in a quick sit down? 
 How do I answer the quesƟon regarding the Sabbath and why we do not keep it today? 
 What are some Biblical and pracƟcal principles for managing debt? 
 What about having praise teams or making instrumental sounds during singing? 
 How can a ChrisƟan live an abundant life on this earth? 
 How can I best answer the doctrine of “Once Saved, Always Saved”? 
 
 How do you explain to a non-believer why God told the Israelites to kill people? 
 How do we prove the O.T. prophecies concerning Jesus were actually fulfilled and not just falsely recorded by N.T. writers? 
 If you have been bapƟzed into the Lord’s church, is eternal life 100% guaranteed? 
 If God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, didn’t that remove his free will and force him to sin against God? 
 
 Does it really maƩer what we believe? 
 Does it really maƩer where we go to church? 
 Does it really maƩer if we abide by God’s moral code? 
 Does it really maƩer how I dress? 
 
 Why do we not obey Old Testament laws? 
 How do you share the gospel with friends who aren’t believers? 
 How did people know about God before the Bible? 
 What will heaven be like? 

For 
Young 
Adults 

For 
Senior 
High 

For 
Junior 
High 

For 
Adults 

Full Schedule 
In Next Week’s Bulletin 


