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Thank	God,	I	Have	Another	Opportunity 
 The tle of this ar cle, “Thank God, I 
Have Another Opportunity,” comes from the 
heart of a new Chris an I knew in New Zea-
land more than fi y years ago. Like almost 
every new Chris an, she could not wait to 
tell her friends of the great treasure she had 
found in Christ. Like almost every joyful 

Chris an, she told her friends over and over again. They seem-
ingly were not interested in what she had to say. 
 Then, the church planned its gospel 
mee ng, and she now had a new approach to use. 
Her words to me, “I am so thankful when we have a 
gospel mee ng. It is the best week of the year be-
cause it gives me one more chance to invite others to 
learn about Jesus.” She never saw invi ng others as 
an unpleasant “chore.” Instead, it was a me of joy 
to do all she could to teach others. 
 Somehow we have failed to understand the parable 
of the sower. This kingdom parable shows Chris ans as a sow-
er who goes out into the world to spread the seed. That seed 
of the kingdom is the word of God (Luke 8:11). The responsibil-
ity of the sower is very simple. As he walks through the field, 
he simply spreads the seed. He does not go out to find only the 
good soil and then to spread the seed there. His task is to 
spread the seed everywhere. 

 The seed when it is sown almost always does NOT 
produce an abundant harvest. Meditate on this parable. Sow-
ers do not always produce fruit! The seed seems to be 
“wasted” on three out of the four kinds of soils. Somehow, we 
have overlooked this and think that our task is to bap ze eve-
ryone. We were sent to teach, not to bap ze (1 Cor. 1:17). It 
may seem strange, but He will not ask us, “Did you ever lead 
someone to Christ?” Think about what ques on He will ask us! 

 The Lord does not need scouts, He needs 
sowers.  We have misunderstood our work. He never 
sent us into the world to be His scouts just looking 
out for recep ve people. How can we really know 
the hearts of others? We can only look at the out-
ward appearance, and only the Lord can know the 
hearts of those around us. We must forever remove 
from our vocabulary the phrase, “I cannot find any-

one to teach,” which means that we cannot find anyone who 
we think might respond favorably to our approach. It is far 
be er to see all hearts as soils worthy of the gospel. We can 
never say, “I cannot find anyone in whose lives I can sow the 
seed.” They are all around us! Hearts like wayside soil, stony 
ground and thorny ground are all around us!  
 Our mee ng begins next Sunday. Between now and 
then, let none of us become scouts! Let all of us become sow-
ers, telling others of Him during “the best week of the year!”  

By Dan Jenkins 

 He does not 
want scouts but 
sowers. No one 

can scout, every-
one can sow! 

Raising	Kids	Is	Easier		
 There are some seriously tough jobs 
out there!  (Mike Rowe, who hosted the tele-
vision show, “Dirty Jobs,” would likely call 
that an understatement!)  From coal mining 
to sewer cleaning to prison wardens, there 
are certain jobs in this world that just take a 
li le more courage, stamina and prayer-

power to accomplish. 
 Add to that list (and just go ahead and put it 
at the top of the “tough jobs” list) the job of par-
en ng!  It is certainly a job that takes courage, stami-
na and prayer-power!  And, as all parents would 
agree, no two paren ng jobs are alike.  It is not true 
about children that “when you’ve seen one, you’ve 
seen them all”!  Each child is unique, which makes 
each paren ng job unique! 
 But, here’s some good news!  I’m going to tell you 
how to make your paren ng job easier!  I did not say, “make it 
easy.”  It’s not easy.  But, here are some keys to making the 
challenge of raising kids easier. 
 Raising kids is easier when done in a Chris an home.  
In a Chris an home, there are God-given values, morals and 
rules that govern the lives and decisions of those in the home.  
When we live by God’s standards, then we don’t have to make 
up our own as we go along.  When godliness, righteousness, 

prayer and Bible reading permeate the daily ac vi es of the 
home, raising kids is so much easier! 
 Raising kids is easier when present for every church 
service.  Some mes it is might not be easy to get the kids 
ready (and yourself ready) to get to church three mes a week, 
but when our weekly calendars have three permanent com-
mitments and everything else in our lives must be scheduled 
around those fixtures, raising kids is so much easier! 

 Raising kids is easier when they’re regularly 
around other Chris ans.  The influence of the world 
and our ungodly culture makes it difficult to raise 
spiritually-minded children, but when we have Chris-

an friends and when we surround our kids with our 
Chris an friends, raising kids is so much easier! 
 Raising kids is easier when the church fami-
ly is at the heart of our lives.  How can people in the 

world raise their kids without the church family?  Who do they 
point to as worthy examples to follow?  Who do they go to for 
sound advice?  Who do they trust unequivocally with the lives 
of their children?  I shudder at the poten al answers to those 
ques ons!  If the church family is truly an integral part of who 
we are and what we do, raising kids is so much easier! 
 Paren ng is a challenging job!  But, faithful Chris ans 
have found a way to make raising kids easier!  If you’re missing 
one of these keys, you’re making it harder on yourself! 

By David Sproule 

Faithful Chris-
ans have found 
a way to make 

raising kids  
easier!   
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A	Tale	of	Two	Gardens	
 “It was the best of mes, it was the 
worst of mes, it was the age of wisdom, it 
was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch 
of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it 
was the season of Light, it was the season of 
Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was 
the winter of despair, we had everything 

before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct 
to Heaven, we were all going direct the other 
way.” When you read the first line of Charles 
Dickens’ novel, A Tale of Two Ci es, and compare 
the garden of Eden to the garden of Gethsemane, 
there is an interes ng spiritual correla on.   
 While humanity’s me in the garden was 
a high point for us, our exit was truly the worst of 

mes. In foolishness, we believed the serpent, 
and we were incredulous to the commands of God. In darkness 
and despair, we were cast from the garden. Without the love 
and grace of God we had nothing before us, and we were go-
ing “direct the other way.” Romans 5:12 reads, “Therefore, just 
as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all 
sinned.” Thanks be to God that we were not le  in that state. 
In our despair and hopelessness, God loved us. “For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only bego en Son, that who-

ever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For 
God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, 
but that the world might be saved through Him” (John 3:16-
17). 
 Gethsemane was the beginning of the sacrifice of the 
Christ. It was the best of mes for us. “For if by the transgres-
sion of the one, death reigned through the one, much more 
those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gi  of 

righteousness will reign in life through the One, 
Jesus Christ. So then as through one transgression 
there resulted condemna on to all men, even so 
through one act of righteousness there resulted 
jus fica on of life to all men. For as through the 
one man’s disobedience the many were made 
sinners, even so through the obedience of the One 
the many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:17-19). 

The Christ and all His sacrifice is the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 
1:24); He is the basis for our belief (Acts 8:37) and the reason 
for our hope (1 Tim. 1:1). Those who are in Christ can confi-
dently say, “Our ci zenship is in heaven, from which also we 
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20). 
 As we think about the two gardens, they represent 
two very different points in our rela onship with God. The 
choices made in one marked our condemna on. The choices 
made in the other, our salva on.  

By Josh Blackmer 

As we think about the 
two gardens they rep-
resent two very differ-
ent points in our rela-

onship with God.  

Phil Sanders, who is preaching in our 
Gospel Mee ng next week, is the host 
of the na onally televised program, 
“In Search of the Lord’s Way.”   
 
This great, faith-building program is 
broadcast on WGN (out of Chicago) 
every Sunday morning at 7:00 a.m. 
 
Locally, those channels are: 
AT&T U-Verse (channel 180) 
Comcast (channel 7) 
DIRECTV (channel 307) 
DISH (channel 239) 

Be sure to check it out every week, record it, and tell others 
about it. 

Be sure to turn in your 
“Opportunities to Serve”  
Booklets by Sunday,  
Feb. 22. 

Even if you  
turned in a booklet  
a couple months ago 
or a couple years ago, 
we need this new 
booklet from you,  
with all the new  
opportuni es. 
 

(We will not be using 
the data from the old 
booklets any longer.) 
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Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Janet Hickerson suffering with back pain 

Ruth Milton chronic health problems 

Silas Moses dialysis treatments 

Charles Norton dialysis treatments 

Gene Pucke  dialysis treatments  

Norm Smedley breathing problems 

Patricia Ventress dialysis treatments 

Long-Term Health Issues 

Pray for These Rela ves of PBL Members 

Sandy Colage undergoing chemo and radia on for cancer 

Margaret Griffo under on-going Hospice Care 

Sallie Moses recovering at home from surgery, improving 

Mary Brown awai ng results from PET scan 

David Brown suffering with kidney stones 

Richard Haines upcoming knee replacement surgery (3/17) 

Russell Beliech Stephen Beliech’s brother, recovering from neck surgery 

David Dawson Glen Dawson’s brother, recovering from heart bypass surg 

Brenda Lendsey Debora Lynch’s sister, chemo for lymphoma 

John Lewis Jaqua’ Lewis’ father, eye surgery 

Peggy McKeal Ruth Lipford’s daughter, s ll ba ling cancer, chemo again 

Amy Wombough Micky Affron’s daughter, recovering from asthma a ack 

A’Gatha Spradlin Troy Spradlin’s mother, declining a er last year’s stroke 

Freddie King Ma hew, Nadia & Kahla’s father, undergoing chemo 

Lilli Scienzo Amberdenise Pucke ’s cousin, upcoming surgery on ACL 

Our Shut-Ins: Cora Lee Dennis Margaret Griffo Shelton Howell Don & Be y Ma er 
Millie Ames Kay Fish Margie Hardin Daniel Johnson Deidra Miley 
Vera Day Helen Gardner Lore a Holaday Jean McMasters Rosa Nash 

Leigh Pucke  
Ricky Smedley 
Margaret Wade 



5 

Sunday, February 22 
 Jr. High Family Devo a er evening worship. 
 
Sunday, March 8 
 Youth & Family Singing a er evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Saturday, March 14 
 Jr. High Bike Riding.  See David or Traci Sproule for de-

tails. 
 
Sunday, March 22 
 Jr. High Family Devo a er evening worship in the Family 

Room. 
 Sr. High Devo a er evening worship. 
 
Saturday, April 4 
 Egg Hunt for Grades 5 & Under hosted by the Jr. High 

youth at 10:30 a.m.  Jr. High arrive at the building at 
9:45 a.m.  Bring 3 dozen filled plas c eggs (No choco-
late; it will melt). 

Friday, February 27 
 Young Adult Movie Night & Food Truck Invasion at 

6:00 p.m. at Royal Palm Beach Commons Park.  The 
movie (How to Train Your Dragon 2) will begin at 7:30 
p.m.  See Ivan Villard for more details. 

 
Saturday, March 7 
 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Cynthia 

Parker. 
 
Monday, March 9 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Cara Blackmer. 
 
Sunday, March 15 
 Young Adult Mee ng a er evening worship in Adult 1. 
 
Saturday, March 21 
 Young Adult Cookout for Kids from 8:00 a.m. un l 6:00 

p.m. at TY Park in Miami.  See Ivan Villard or Rachel 
Fuller for details. 

 

Sunday, February 22 
 Laborers Together with God Booklet Return Deadline.  

Drop your booklet in one of the boxes in the Lobby by 
the Welcome Desk. 

 
Sunday-Wednesday, February 22-25 
 Gospel Mee ng hosted by Okeechobee.  Jim Day will 

be speaking each night at 7:00 p.m. (Monday-
Wednesday).  

 
Monday, February 23 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 
Tuesday, February 24 
 Tuesday  Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fam-

ily Room. 
 
Wednesday, February 25 
 Prayer Mee ng to prepare for the Gospel Mee ng.  Jr. 

High, Sr. High and adults will meet together in the Audi-
torium a er the devo onal.  Children in Grade 5 and 
under will have their regular classes. 

 

Saturday, February 28 
 PBL Work Day to clean up the appearance of our build-

ing and grounds from 8:00 a.m. un l noon.  There is 
something for everyone to do!  See Novel Brown or Tim 
Fry for details.  

 Widows & Widowers Luncheon from 11:30 a.m. un l 
2:30 p.m. at the home of Kane & Fran Campbell.  This is 
a birthday celebra on for all.  Bring a $10 gi  to ex-
change.  See Kane or Fran Campbell for  

 
Sunday, March 1 
 Renova/North Lake Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday-Wednesday, March 1-4 
 Gospel Mee ng at Palm Beach Lakes.  Phil Sanders will 

be speaking on “America’s Only Hope.”  
 Sunday 9:00 a.m. The Essence of Hope 
   10:00 a.m. Jesus & His Cross 
   12:45 p.m. Jesus & His Word 
 Monday  7:00 p.m. Jesus & His Church 
 Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Jesus & His Salva on 
 Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Jesus & His Promise 
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 Pierre Irby was bap zed Sunday, February 15 follow-
ing evening services. He is David & Marie Thorpe’s grandson 
and is now living with them. 
  
 
 
 
 There is a Congrega onal Work Day on Saturday, 
February 28 from 8:00 a.m. un l noon to clean up the appear-
ance of our building and grounds.  There is something for eve-
ryone to do!   

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

LOCAL VISITORS:  David, Yurose, and Joshah Baudin; Mr. Jean 
Charles;  Andrew & Peggy DeLaney; Mrs. Denise Fer lien; Sasha 
LaToya Johnson; Sco  Lewis; John Lo is; Mark & J. Lombardi & 
Nickolas; and Quanda Reynolds. 
OUT OF TOWN VISITORS:  Mike Barrios, Collierville, TN; Brenda 
Be s, Okeechobee, FL; Squadeina Davis & Aaron Ross, Pem-
broke Pines, FL; Ms. Marcia Farrar, Palm City, FL; Lyle & Lydia 
Gamble, Pompano Beach, FL; Gerry & Joyce Giffin, Madison, AL; 
Ms. Monique Leblanc, Canada; Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kos, Pi s-
burgh, PA;  Ms. Linda McNeese, Woodbury, TN; Don & Judy Ma-
haney, Vienna, WV; Mary Margaret Meess, Jacksonville, FL;  
Joan Palmer & Ann Carter, Searcy, AR; Mr. & Mrs. Raymond 
Pedigo, Woodbury, TN; Mrs. Po s, Dallas, TX; John & Bobbie 
Seay, Amory, MS; Ron and Pam Wildman, Warren, OH; and 
Alejandro Yegros, Asuncion, Paraguay. 
 

Sunday, 
February 15 

Those to Serve 
If you cannot serve, please call Mike Ellis at 775-3533.  

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

A endance        Feb. 15 Jan. Avg. 

 Sun. Bible study 217  256 

 Sun. A.M. Worship 337 400 

 Sun. P.M. Worship 191 193 

 Wed. Bible study 208 205 

Contribu on   $13,613 $14,430 
2015 Weekly Budget: $14,500 

Y-T-D Contribu on-to-Budget: -786 

Sunday Morning, February 22 
 Lead Singing ......................... Jerry Pi man 
 Opening Prayer ....................... Henry Bass 
 Scripture Reading .................... Bob Higbee 
 Presiding at Table ................. Kevin Weeks 
 Serve at Table: 
  Freddie Gadson  Gene Pucke  
  Charles Hayes  Carman Ruckman 
  Brent Leslie Sco  Studer 
  Aus n Metzkes  
  Alternates: 
   Les McQuinn Chuck Reeves, Sr. 
 Closing Prayer ...................... Jerry Hopkins 

Sunday Evening, February 22 
 Lead Singing ........................ Bobbo Lupo 
 Opening Prayer ............ Stephen Beliech 
 Scripture Reading ............... Nate Nelson 
 Presiding at Table .................. Phil Porter 
  Serve at Table 
  Novel Brown 
  Rick Price 
     Adam Seal 
 Prayer ............................... Tom Martens 
Wednesday Evening, February 25 
 Lead Singing ......................... Ivan Villard 
 Invita on ................................. Jim Davis 
 Family Prayer ............................. Tim Fry 

Ushers for the week of Feb. 22: Head Usher: Glen Dawson; Jimmy Banks & Jim Rogers 

Sunday (February 22nd) 
Lester Galloway 
 
Monday (February 23rd) 
Sabrina Lolo 
Ricky Smedley 
 
Wednesday (February 25th) 
Kaitlyn Donahue 

Wednesday (February 25th) cont. 
Lisa Eutsey 
 
Friday (February 27th) 
Chuck Milton 
 
Saturday (February 28th) 
Shelton Howell 
Juanita Huser 
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Come 
& See! 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 
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Speaking  

where  

the  

Bible  

speaks, 

silent where the Bible is silent. 

“All things were created through Him and for Him.  And He is before all 
things, and in Him all things consist.  And He is the head of the body, 
the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 
things He may have the preeminence...And whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him” (Col. 1:16-18; 3:17). 

What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
The Bible says... 
1.  Believe that Jesus is the Son of God   

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will 
be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

2.  Repent of your sinful ways 
“Repent therefore and be converted, that 
your sins may be blo ed out” (Acts 3:19). 

3.  Confess your faith in Jesus 
“If you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus...you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

4.  Be immersed in water 
“He who believes and is bap zed will be 
saved” (Mark 16:16). 

5.  Commit to a life me of faithful service  
“Be faithful un l death, and I will give you the 
crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). 

Front Cover:  Maurine Reed & Cassie Lavender 


