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Ebola	and	Christianity 
 The introduc on of the deadly virus, 
Ebola, in our na on has captured the a en-

on of most Americans. It has been the fea-
tured story on all newscasts. What American 
is there who has not heard of it, and how 
many of us have not had a sense of fear 
about its impact? It would help us if we could 

learn some spiritual lessons from all that has happened. 
 Think about how rapidly this disease has 
spread. When it first arrived in Dallas, it impacted the 
life of just one man, but in the days which followed, 
we learned more about the disease. That single per-
son touched the lives of more than one hundred oth-
ers even before he entered the hospital. Suppose 
each of them had become infected and had also 
spread the disease to one hundred others. Instead of 
there being one individual, that “second genera on” of infect-
ed people would number 10,000. If each of those spread the 
sickness to 100 addi onal individuals, the third genera on 
would number 1,000,000. It was this kind of geometric pro-
gression that created such a s r around this na on. 
 Apply these numbers to the spread of Chris anity, 
and you can understand why the first-century church spread so 
rapidly. The church began on Pentecost with just a handful of 
disciples, but by the end of the century it is es mated that 

there were over 6,000,000 Chris ans. This growth con nued 
into the next century. Unlike Ebola, it did not bring death, but 
it brought life to a dying world.   
 While Ebola reduplicates itself in just 21 days, teach-
ing the gospel to others can some mes take longer. The seed 
of the gospel lands in various kinds of soil, and the soil, not the 
seed, determines if it will germinate. However, that seed has 
always been “living and ac ve” (Heb. 4:12). The redeemed 

have “. . .  been born again, not of corrup ble seed, 
but incorrup ble, through the word of God which 
lives and abides forever” (1 Pet. 1:23).  
 Our commission has never been to go into 
all the world and bap ze every creature. It was not 
the task of the early church. He said, “Preach the 
gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). It is easy for 
Chris ans to become discouraged because they have 

not led another to the Lord. The issue is not whether they be-
came Chris ans but whether we taught them! As much as we 
long to see those we teach being bap zed into Christ, we must 
remember what is involved in the great commission we have 
received from the Lord. He said, “Go . . . teach.” 
 The spread of Ebola can teach us. If each of us would 
win one soul each year and teach them to do the same, what 
impact would that have? Do the math. In just 34 years every 
person on earth could be a Chris an! He said, “Go...teach!”  

By Dan Jenkins 

Do the math. If 
each one taught 
one, how long 

would it take to 
save everyone? 

How	Do	You	Put	This	Thing	Together?	
 It was late in the evening when my 
family pulled into the campground.  We had 
been driving all day and were exhausted.  
From the trunk of the car, we pulled the 
brand new tent, which we had never set up 
before that night.  In addi on to the large 
nylon tent, stakes and pieces of rope, there 

fell from the bag more than 20 aluminum poles of varying 
lengths and connec on types. 
 The poles were not all the same length.  
Some of the poles had one tapered end, some had 
two tapered ends, some were not tapered at all.  
Most of the poles were straight, but some of them 
bent at about a 60-degree angle.  Most had rounded 
connec ons but a few had squared connec ons. 
 Needless to say, this was “back in the day” 
before pop-up tents and before tent poles that were all ed 
together at each connec ng point.  At the campsite that night, 
we had our task—assemble the poles in the proper way, so 
that the tent stands properly and looks like the picture on the 
box.  When done right, there was only one way for all of those 
poles to fit together.  With some me and pa ence (and flash-
lights), we finally got the tent erected.  A er we saw how to do 
it the first me, it was easier (and more obvious) each subse-
quent me that we assembled it. 

 When you pick up and read your Bible, it is similar to 
the assembling of tent poles on that night long ago, especially 
when you read about the church in the New Testament.  The 
church has many different elements and characteris cs that 
make it the unique church of the Bible.  The responsibility we 
have is to make sure that the church is “put together” today in 
the same way that its Designer intended it to be, so that it 
stands properly and looks like it does in the book. 

 Like those aluminum poles (some tapered, 
some squared, some angled), there is only one prop-
er way for the church to be “put together.”  Thankful-
ly, we have an “instruc on manual” that makes it 
apparent exactly how each piece is to be placed.  
There is a “salva on configura on” that must be fol-
lowed and put together according to design.  Addi-

onally, there is a “worship configura on,” there is 
an “organiza on configura on” and there is a “doctrine config-
ura on.”  Each of these must likewise be followed and put 
together according to design.  When all of these “poles” are 
assembled in the proper way and working together, the church 
will stand properly and look like the “picture” in the book. 
 If we had just followed our own wishes with the tent 
that night, the end result would have been awful.  Likewise, if 
we follow our own wishes with the configura on of the church 
today, the end result will be manmade rather than God-made! 

By David Sproule 

When done right, 
there was only 

one way for all of 
those poles to fit 

together! 
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“They’re	dead!	They’re	all	dead	I	tell	you!” 
 There is a growing affec on for zom-
bies these days. I am not sure how that got 
started. Some psychologists a ribute it to 
people reac ng to their own innate fears and 
anxie es. Namely, some global apocalyp c 
event, Ebola maybe? Whatever the reason, it 
serves as an interes ng back drop for the 

discussion of faith.  
 How does death apply to faith, you 
ask? Read this passage from the book of 
James. “Even so faith, if it has no works, is 
dead, being by itself. But someone may 
well say, ‘You have faith and I have works; 
show me your faith without the works, and 
I will show you my faith by my works.’ You 
believe that God is one. You do well; the 
demons also believe, and shudder. But are you willing to rec-
ognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is use-
less” (2:17-20)? James teaches that faith without works or ac-

on is dead and useless—much like the faith of demons. They 
believe so much that they tremble in fear, but it will not save 
them. Faith must be coupled with works for it to be biblical 
faith that can: 
 Cleanse hearts (Acts 15:9) 
 Sanc fy (Acts 26:19) 

 Jus fy (Rom. 3:28) 
 Not walk by sight (2 Cor. 5:7) 
 Receive the promise (Gal. 3:22) 
 Understand (Heb. 11:3) 
 Conquer (Heb. 11:33) 
 If you have biblical faith, then it will be seen if it is 

accompanied by verbs. What are the verbs 
in your life? When you look at Hebrews 
chapter 11, you quickly see a pa ern in the 
text—faith + verb. Biblical faith could be 
seen in the lives of the individuals of this 
chapter. Some of the people did great and 
grand things. Others were noted for more 
simple things. Abel was noted for worship-
ping God correctly, and Joseph was men-

oned for preparing for the future exodus at his death.  
 Life is busy, and it is easy to lose sight of why we are 
here. I would like to challenge you to li  up your head and 
walk by faith—not like the zombies around you. Make room 
for the simple acts of faith in your life and a few grand ones 
along the way, so that this could be said of you, “God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for 
them...men of whom the world is not worthy…” (Heb. 11:16b, 
38a). 

By Josh Blackmer 

“You’ve got something stuck in your teeth” 
 
A er telling someone some vitally important informa on that 
he needed to know, the person said to me, “You’ve got some-
thing stuck in your teeth.”  Embarrassed, I removed the leafy 
item, and then came this ques on, “Now, what we’re you say-
ing?”  I had already explained everything he needed to hear in 
detail, but he hadn’t “heard” any of it.  All he was doing was 
looking at the green piece of food stuck in my 
teeth.  Now I had to say it all over again. 
 
Believe it or not, there is a spiritual applica on 
here.  We have a responsibility to tell people 
some vitally important informa on that they 
really need to know—details about Jesus, life, 
salva on and eternity.  But, it may be possible that we have 
something else in our lives that is distrac ng them from what 
they need to hear—our speech, our conduct, our a tude, etc. 
 
Look in the mirror (of God’s Word).  Is there something about 
you that may be preven ng others from hearing the message 
of Jesus?  May God help us to keep ourselves out of the way!  
– DS 

Who are you following? 
 
When many of Jesus’ disciples turned and “walked with Him 
no more,” Jesus asked the apostles, “Do you also want to go 
away?”  Peter responded, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You 
have the words of eternal life” (John 6:66-68).  Great point!  
Why would I follow anyone other than Jesus?  Why would I 
listen to any other words than “the words of eternal life” in the 

Bible? 
 
I want to ask a very delicate ques on:  In your 
church, do you hear (i.e., have revered) the 
name of Jesus and only His words, or do you 
o en hear (i.e., have revered) the name of a 
human and his/her words?  For example, in 

your church, do you hear revered and the teachings exalted of 
men/women like John Calvin, Mar n Luther, John Wesley, Jo-
seph Smith, Brigham Young, Pope Francis, Mary Baker Eddy, 
Ellen G. White, Billy Graham, Rick Warren, John Maxwell, etc.?   
 
Admi edly, some humans have done and said great things.  
But, is your faith in a man and what he taught?  Or is your faith 
in Jesus and what He teaches?  “To whom shall we go?” – DS 

Articles Published in PBL	Family	News	Emails	Last Week 

If you have biblical faith, then it 
will be seen if it is accompanied 
by verbs. What are the verbs in 

your life?  
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Our Shut-Ins: Cora Lee Dennis Margaret Griffo Shelton Howell Deidra Miley 
Millie Ames Kay Fish Margie Hardin Jean McMasters Rosa Nash 
Vera Day Helen Gardner Lore a Holaday Be y Ma er Leigh Pucke  

Ricky Smedley 
Margaret Wade 
 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Janet Hickerson suffering with back pain 

Ruth Milton chronic health problems 

Silas Moses dialysis treatments 

Charles Norton dialysis treatments 

Gene Pucke  dialysis treatments  

Norm Smedley breathing problems 

Patricia Ventress both kidneys removed 

Long-Term Health Issues 

Pray for These Rela ves of PBL Members 

Walter Arthur ICU at St. Mary’s, recovering from stroke 

Joy Cantrell recovering at home from infec ons 

Ha e Daniels recovering from hospitaliza on 

Pearl El con nued health struggles, fluid around heart 

Kasandra Jones suffering with severe back pain 

Jean McMasters recovering at home from hospitaliza on 

Silas Moses recovering at home from a fall 

Leigh Pucke  home from the hospital, infec on in her face 

Linda Studer undergoing chemo treatments 

Ed Campbell Tasha Ellis’ stepfather, under Hospice Care, preleukemia 

Perry King Be ye King’s father, under Hospice Care, liver cancer 

Peggy McKeal Ruth Lipford’s daughter, s ll ba ling cancer 

Mario Moss Marcia Clough-Moss’ husband, recovering from surgery 

Mary Sanders Be y Sanders’ daughter, recovering from brain surgery 

Eddie James Smith Mary A. Jackson’s cousin, pancrea c cancer 

A’Gatha Spradlin Troy Spradlin’s mother, recovering from stroke, not well 

Charles Thomas Giselle Smith’s father, CCU at West Palm Hospital 
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Sunday, October 26 
 Jr. High Family Devo a er evening worship. 
 Sr. High Devo a er evening worship at the home of Bob 

& Jennifer Higbee.  See Bob or Jennifer Higbee for de-
tails. 

 
Friday, October 31 
 Sr. High Costume Party & Lock-In at 9:00 p.m.  Bring 

$10 and invite your friends.  See Bob or Jennifer Higbee 
for more details. 

 
Sunday, November 9 
 Youth & Family Singing a er evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Saturday, November 15 
 Sr. High Mini-Golf from 5:00-9:00 p.m.  Meet at the 

church building.  Bring $20 for dinner and golf.  See 
Nate or Cindy Nelson for more details. 

 
 

Saturday, November 1 
 Young Adult Area-Wide Devo at 6:00 p.m. hosted by 

the Jupiter-Tequesta congrega on.  See Ivan Villard for 
details. 

 
Monday, November 3 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Traci Sproule.  See Traci Sproule or Cara Black-
mer for more details. 

 
Sunday, November 16 
 Young Adult Mee ng a er evening worship in Adult 1. 
 
Thursday, December 4 
 Ladies’ Soup Supper at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Traci 

Sproule.  Sign up on the bulle n board to bring a dish, 
and bring an ornament for the exchange. 

 
Saturday, December 13  
 Young Adult Holiday Party at 6:00 p.m. at the home of 

Sarah Collier. 
 

Sunday, October 26 
 PBL Family Photos Updated. If you’ve never had your 

photo taken in the Family Room or if your photo needs 
to be updated, please have your photo taken a er 
morning services or before evening services by Mike 
Erickson in the Family Room. 

 
Monday, October 27 
 No Monday Night Bible Study.  Will resume next week. 
 
Tuesday, October 28 
 Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fami-

ly Room.  
 
Wednesday, October 29 
 The Family/Youth Ministry and You.  Josh Blackmer 

will be teaching this series of lessons in the auditorium 
at 7:00 p.m. for the Jr. High, Sr. High & all adult clas-
ses.  This is for the en re church family. 

 
Friday, October 31 
 PBL Ladies’ Prayer Night at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 

Mary Quinn.  All ladies are welcome.  See Maria Hack-
shaw for details. 

Saturday, November 1 
 Cornerstone Group 4 Get-Together at 6:00 p.m. at the 

home of Dirk & Elizabeth Summerlot. 
 
Sunday, November 2 
 Daylight Saving Time Ends.  Don’t forget to set your 

clocks back one hour. 
 Renova/North Lake Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, November 5 
 No Midweek Services. We will not be mee ng for Bible 

Classes on Wednesday evening. We will be mee ng on 
Thursday night for opening night of our Lectureship.  

 
Thursday-Sunday, November 6-9 
 19th Annual South Florida Lectureship “Part of the 

Family.”  See the Welcome Desk for a complete sched-
ule of the weekend. 

 Thursday, Nov. 6  7:00 p.m. 
 Friday, Nov. 7  7:00 p.m. 
 Saturday, Nov. 8  2:00 p.m. & 3:20 p.m. 
    (Corn Roast at 5:30 p.m.) 
 Sunday, Nov. 9  9:00 a.m.     Worship 
                 10:25 a.m.     Bible Class 
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To the Ministers, Elders, & my brothers & sisters in Christ, 
 Thank you so much for the many cards, prayers and 
the beau ful flowers that were sent during the loss of my sis-
ter, Ora White. Please con nue to keep me and the family in  
your prayers. 
   In Chris an love, 
   Be y White 

* * * * * * * 
 Sandy DeVall thanks everyone for their calls and pray-
ers while she was healing. 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

LOCAL VISITORS:  Madeline Angelo; Yurose, David & Josh Bau-
din; Mr. Jean Charles; Ms. Bradlie Glassman; Ionel Ionescu; Ina 
Mitchell; Nilsa Rodriguez; Jessie Simmon, Jr.; Michael Staley; 
Crystal Williams; and Machelle Williams.  
OUT OF TOWN VISITORS:  Armondo E. Flores, Mexico; Mrs. 
Lynda Davis, Equality, AL; Mrs. Kathy Dean, Elberton, GA; Ms. 
Marcia Farr, Palm City, FL; Nelson Flores, Melbourne, FL; Mr. & 
Mrs. Gerry Griffin, Brenda & Connor, Madison, AL; Stan Meek, 
Norman, OK; Claude e Smith, Port St. Lucie, FL; Mr. & Mrs. 
Leon Weeks, Valdosta, GA; Mrs. Leontene Wesley, Port St. 
Lucie, FL; and Ron Wilkins, Pollock, LA. 
 
 
 Family Photos updated this Sunday. If you've never 
had your photo taken in the Family Room or if it needs to be 
updated, please have your photo taken a er morning services 
or before evening services by Mike Erickson. 
 
  

Sunday,  
October 19 

Those to Serve 
If you cannot serve, please call Mike Ellis at 775-3533.  

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

A endance        Oct. 19 Sept. Avg. 

 Sun. Bible study 237 209 

 Sun. A.M. Worship 350 341 

 Sun. P.M. Worship 186 173 

 Wed. Bible study 187 199 

Contribu on   $13,341 $13,174 
2014 Weekly Budget:   $13,670 
Y-T-D Contribu on-to-Budget: +19,708 

Sunday Morning, October 26 
 Lead Singing ......................... Jerry Hopkins 
 Opening Prayer .................. Ivan Villard, Jr. 
 Scripture Reading .................. Nate Nelson 
 Presiding at Table ............. Kane Campbell 
 Serve at Table: 
  Doug Carrick  Jeff Leslie 
  Mike Erickson  Rick Price  
  Freddie Gadson Kevin Weeks 
  Namdidie Ikon Lawrence Williams 
 Alternates: 
  Gary Seames Sco  Studer 
 Closing Prayer ...................... Tom Martens 

Sunday Evening, October 26 
 Lead Singing ....................... Dan McLeod 
 Opening Prayer ............ Stephen Beliech 
 Scripture Reading ...................Dan Fuller 
 Presiding at Table ................ Gary Friedly 
 Serve at Table:  
  Gorman Ericksen 
  David McLeod 
     Chuck Reeves, Sr. 
 Prayer ........................... Chris Thompson 
Wednesday Evening, October 29 
 Lead Singing ........................ Bobbo Lupo 
 Invita on .......................... Chris Thomas 
 Family Prayer ................... Jerry Hopkins 

Ushers for the week of Oct. 26 Head Usher: Lance Collier; Pete Brown & Harrison Carter 

Sunday (October 26th) 
Kane & Fran Campbell (Ann.) 
Samantha Eutsey 
Brayden Gilles 
Ekae e Ikon 
Sadie Tennant 
 
Monday (October 27th) 
Traci Sproule 
 
Tuesday (October 28th) 
Dianne Frye 

Wednesday (October 29th) 
Lawrence H. Richardson  
 
Thursday (October 30th) 
Kailee Stone 
 
Friday (October 31st) 
Les McQuinn 
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Come 
& See! 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 
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