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Are	You	Among	the	“Eight?”	

Are	You	a	Parent	Who’s	Relying	on	Osmosis? 

 In a recent arƟcle we discussed how 
only one of the ten lepers Jesus cleansed 
came to express graƟtude, and Jesus asked 
the quesƟon, “Where are the nine?” We en-
Ɵtled that arƟcle “Are You Among the Nine?” 
to encourage each of us to be more thankful 
and to express thanks for all we receive. This 

week we ask the quesƟon, “Are you among the eight?” 
 Which eight? Peter described them in this 
way. “Once the Divine longsuffering waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in 
which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved 
through water” (1 Pet. 3:20). Had you lived at that 
Ɵme, would you have been among the eight? 
 They were righteous in an unrighteous 
world. It is probably impossible for us to imagine 
what Noah and his family experienced. Think of how we are 
concerned at the direcƟon our naƟon is taking, yet we do 
know so many godly people. Noah did not have this in his life. 
Every thought of every person on earth was on evil conƟnually. 
We are oŌen so troubled with peer pressure. SomeƟmes we 
yield to it, but Noah never did. Had you lived at that Ɵme, 
would you have been among the eight? 
 They were righteous without a righteous heritage. So 
many of us have relaƟves who are trying to live right. Now, 

when God looked at that world, Noah’s father was not right-
eous, nor was his grandfather (Methuselah). His faith was his 
alone. He had no brothers or sisters who were righteous, yet 
he was faithful without any religious heritage. Had you lived at 
that Ɵme would you have been among the eight? 
 They were righteous because he sought grace. He 
believed in God, yet he was not sinless. Sinless people do not 
need grace, but Noah did. Sinful people do not seek grace, but 

do not the words “he found grace” imply that “he 
sought grace?” SomeƟmes we feel we have aƩained 
righteousness apart from God’s grace, but Noah did 
not. Had you lived at that Ɵme would you have been 
among the eight? 
 They were righteous because they lived 
righteously for so many years. God decided that He 
would destroy man 120 years later. In that interim, he 

called Noah and waited for him to build the ark. At least some 
of Noah’s sons (if not all of them) were born during that period 
of Ɵme. For a century his family lived faithfully. We someƟmes 
struggle to be faithful, but they did not waver. Had you lived at 
that Ɵme would you have been among the eight? 
 What an amazing example the life of Noah is to each 
of us. SomeƟmes, it is good just to imagine what it would have 
been like to be there. Think about it. Would you have been 
inside or outside the ark? 

 For perplexing reasons, some par-
ents have the idea that their children will 
learn vital lessons in life simply by osmosis.  
It is true, to some extent, that children (and 
all people) learn things by the environment 
around them and events that occur in their 
presence.  These can be valuable, life-

altering lessons, but is this the method by which we want (or 
expect) that our children will learn the vital lessons 
of life?  It is criƟcal that we take the reins and the 
responsibility for teaching our children those truths 
and principles by which God expects them to live! 
 Our children will not learn agape love by 
osmosis—we must teach them.  They must be taught 
to uncondiƟonally, unselfishly put the needs of oth-
ers above their own desires or needs (Luke 6:27-36).    
 Our children will not learn to show respect by osmo-
sis—we must teach them.  They must be taught to esteem 
others (Phil. 2:3), be kind to others (Eph. 4:32), serve others 
(Gal. 5:13; 6:10), and honor others (Rom. 12:10; 13:7). 
 Our children will not learn God’s love for them by 
osmosis—we must teach them.  They must be taught that God 
created them (Gen. 1:26-27), loves them immensely (Rom. 
8:34-39), sent His Son to bear their sins and pay the ulƟmate 
price (Rom. 5:8; 2 Cor. 5:21), and wants them in heaven! 

 Our children will not learn God’s plan of salvaƟon by 
osmosis—we must teach them.  They must be taught that 
God’s grace is extended to those who obey Him (Heb. 5:8-9), 
through faith (John 20:30-31), repentance (Acts 17:30-31), 
confession of faith (Rom. 10:9-10), immersion in water (Acts 
2:38) and faithful living according to God’s will (1 John 1:7). 
 Our children will not learn acceptable avenues of 
worship by osmosis—we must teach them.  They must be 

taught that God is the object of our worship (John 
4:23), that one’s heart must be engaged in all of wor-
ship (John 4:24), and that God’s truth must be the 
standard for all worship pracƟces, including weekly 
communion (1 Cor. 11:17-20), congregaƟonal singing 
(Eph. 5:19), praying (Acts 2:42), giving (1 Cor. 16:1-2) 
and preaching (2 Tim. 4:1-4). 
 Our children will not learn appropriate be-

havior in worship by osmosis—we must teach them.  They 
must be taught to sit sƟll, to be quiet, to be respecƞul, to pay 
aƩenƟon, to follow along, to take notes, etc., etc. 
 Our children will not learn holy living by osmosis—we 
must teach them.  They must be taught that their choices (Col. 
3:17), their words (MaƩ. 12:36-37), their acƟons (Jas. 1:22-25), 
their sexuality (1 Thess. 4:3-7), etc. must be set apart to God. 
 Our children will not make it to heaven by osmosis!  
It is our responsibility to personally teach and train them! 

By Dan Jenkins 

By David Sproule 

SomeƟmes, it is 
good to imagine  

what it would 
have been like to 

live long ago. 

It is our 
responsibility 
to personally 

teach and train 
them! 
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The long-term impact of one small decision 
 
King David made a decision in 2 Samuel 11, which may have seemed insignificant at the Ɵme, but had a dramaƟc 
impact on the rest of his life.  Instead of going out to baƩle, which is where the king should have been, David re-
mained at Jerusalem (11:1).  Seems innocent enough, right?  But, what long-term impact did that one small deci-
sion make in his life? 
 
As a result of not being where he was supposed to be, David “saw” (and watched) “a woman bathing” (11:2), “lay 
with” the woman who was not his wife (11:3-4), deceived the husband of this woman (11:6-8), got this same man 
drunk (11:13), and then had this man killed in baƩle (11:14-17).  A seemingly inconsequenƟal decision had serious 
consequences—David was informed, “The sword shall never depart from your house” (2 Sam. 12:10). 
 
Every day of our lives we make decisions – some “big” and some “small.”  Every decision we make (i.e., every 
“seed” sown) will have consequences (i.e., a reaping) (Gal. 6:7).  – DS 

  
Published in  

PBL Family News Emails  
the week of  

July 20, 2014 

"I'm not ashamed to own my Lord!" 
 
How many ChrisƟans, in certain circumstances, ever feel ashamed or embarrassed for being a ChrisƟan? Sadly, 
that number would be rather high, and it is not merely limited to those who are young in age or young in the faith. 
Even older ChrisƟans admit that there are Ɵmes when they  feel uncomfortable to admit and stand up for their 
ChrisƟan faith. 
  
Perhaps this is why the Psalms and the New Testament epistles give so much emphasis to not being ashamed. Da-
vid prayed repeatedly, "O my God, I trust in You; Let me not be ashamed" (Psa. 25:2; 31:17; 119:46, 116). Paul 
oŌen wrote, "In nothing shall I be ashamed" (Rom. 1:16; Phil. 1:20; 2 Tim. 1:12), and he urged his readers, "Do not 
be ashamed" (2 Tim. 1:8), for a faithful ChrisƟan "does not need to be ashamed" (2 Tim. 2:15). Peter urged, "If 
anyone suffers as a ChrisƟan, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this maƩer" (1 Pet. 4:16). 
  
How can I fight back any inclinaƟon to be ashamed? "Trust" in the Lord (Psa. 25:2). "Speak" oŌen of His word (Psa. 
119:46). Focus on salvaƟon (Rom. 1:16). Remember in "whom [you] have believed" (2 Tim. 1:12). Let the wicked 
be ashamed of themselves (Psa. 31:17). -- DS 
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The family & friends of Margie Fortenberry 
who passed away last week.  The viewing and 
visitaƟon was on Friday at Aycock Funeral 
Home. 

Josh Blackmer Paraguay 
Troy & Andrea Spradlin Paraguay 
Robert & Mary MarƟn Pacific Islands 
ScoƩ & Rebecca Shanahan Pacific Islands 
Joey & Tammy Treat Pacific Islands 
Tamuka Arunashe Zimbabwe 
Nnanna Aforgi Nigeria 
ApologeƟcs Press Montgomery, AL 
Mauricio Yegros Coral Springs, FL 

Pray for Our Missionaries 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Millie Ames receiving specialized care 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Janet Hickerson suffering with back pain 

Lennie Langley Palms Edge, Hospice Care 

Deidra Miley dialysis treatments 

Silas Moses dialysis treatments 

Charles Norton dialysis treatments 

Gene PuckeƩ dialysis treatments  

Les Sawyer recovering from radiaƟon 

Patricia Ventress both kidneys removed 

Long-Term Health Issues 

Pray for These RelaƟves of PBL Members 

Vera Day Shelton Howell 
Cora Lee Dennis Jean McMasters 
Kay Fish BeƩy MaƩer 
Helen Gardner Rosa Nash 
Margaret Griffo Leigh PuckeƩ 
Margie Hardin Ricky Smedley 
LoreƩa Holaday Margaret Wade 

Pray for Our Shut-Ins 

Joyce Barnhouse recovering at home from her surgeries 

Judy Carmack recovering from surgery 

Josie Dawson recovering at home from mini-stroke 

Dianne Frye suffering with shingles 

Jerry Hopkins NuVista Rehab (2115), knee replacement surgery 

Kasandra Jones suffering with severe back pain 

Leigh PuckeƩ recovering from foot surgery 

Cathy Seay recovering from artery surgery on her leg, doing well 

Norm Smedley suffering with breathing problems 

Teresa Williams recovering from surgery 

Josh Blackmer recovering at home from appendectomy 

Richard Haines recovering at home from blood transfusion 

Mary Reeves suffering with back pain 

Ruth Milton Good Sam. (room 287), swelling in legs, no visitors 

Hayes Burleson June Pack’s brother, recovering from foot surgery 

Ed Campbell Tasha Ellis’ stepfather, preleukemia, mulƟple complicaƟons 

Craig Clark Chuck Clark’s brother, terminal 

Carl Hoeweler Jennifer Jordan’s uncle, chemo & radiaƟon for cancer 

ScoƩ Kelley recovering at home from heat stroke, doing well 

Perrethia King recovering from foot surgery 

Perry King BeƩye King’s father, under Hospice Care, liver cancer 

Mason Lerro Richard & Judy Lerro’s great-grandson, chest surgery 

Ava Reeves Chuck & Mary Reeves’ granddaughter, undergoing tesƟng 

Vivian Reeves Chuck & Mary Reeves’ 1-month-old granddaughter, tesƟng 

Charles Thomas Giselle Smith’s father, health is failing rapidly 

Jonah Watson Leslie/Watson’s 2-wk-old grandson, undergoing tesƟng 

Terry West Amy West’s father, undergoing cancer treatments 
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Saturday, August 2 
 Jr. High Back-to-School Lunch & Prep from 11:45 a.m. 

unƟl 2:00 p.m.  Bring $20 (lunch & school supplies).  See 
Sarah Collier or Ivan & Amber Villard for more details. 

 
Sunday, August 10 
 PromoƟon Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  All adults and children 

will meet in the Auditorium for a special presentaƟon. 
 Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Saturday, August 16 
 Jr. High & Sr. High Family BBQ at 4:00 p.m. at the home 

of Paul & Lisa Metzkes. Sign up on the bulleƟn board. 
 Young Families BBQ at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Rick & 

Melinda Price.  All families with children in 5th grade or 
under are encouraged to aƩend.  Please bring a side 
dish and a drink or dessert. 

 
Saturday, August 23 
 Young Adult & Sr. High Service Project at 8:30 a.m. 

Saturday, August 2 
 Young Adult Area-Wide Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the Stuart 

congregaƟon.  See Ivan Villard for details. 
 
Friday, August 8 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Game Night at 6:30 p.m.  See 

Cherylann Wineinger for details.  
 
Sunday, August 17 
 Young Adult MeeƟng aŌer evening worship in Adult 1. 
 
Saturday, August 23 
 Young Adult & Sr. High Service Project.  Meet at the 

building at 8:30 a.m.  See Ivan Villard for more details. 
 
Saturday, September 6 
 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Kari 

Reeves. 
 
Monday, September 15 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m.   
 

Monday, July 28 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
 
Tuesday, July 29 
 Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fami-

ly Room.  
 
Sunday, August 3 
 Renova Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday, August 10 
 PromoƟon Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  All adults and children 

will meet in the Auditorium for a special presentaƟon. 
 Youth & Family Singing aŌer evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Sunday, August 17 
 CongregaƟonal Singing Class (led by Gary Friedly) at 

5:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Friday-Sunday, August 29-31 
 Science vs EvoluƟon Seminar with Jeff Miller of Apolo-

geƟcs Press.  See the Welcome Desk for more details. 
Friday 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
  Evolu on vs. the Laws of Science (Part 1)  
Saturday 6:00-8:30 p.m. 
  Evolu on vs. the Laws of Science (Part 2) 
  Evolu on’s Evidence (Part 1) 
Sunday  9:00-11:30 a.m. 
  Evolu on’s Evidence (Part 2) 
  Why Be an Atheist? 
 

Sunday, August 31 
 Mount Dora Coin Can Return Deadline.  Please fill a 

coin can and return to the office by this day.  
 
Friday-Sunday, September 5-7 
 Scrap the Weekend at CFBC.  See the bulleƟn board for 

details. 
 
Sunday, September 7 
 Fall Quarter Bible Classes Begin.   
 Renova Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 
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  A hearƞelt “thank you” for your kind expres-
sions of sympathy, love, cards, wonderful food and phone calls 
when Dawn passed away. I love you all. 
   Kay Fish 

* * * * * * * * 
To Palm Beach Lakes family, 
 Thank you for all the prayers, cards, & phone calls 
during my illness. 
   In ChrisƟan  love, 
   Josie Dawson 

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

LOCAL VISITORS:  Arianna BasseƩ; Ms. Keniya Bell; Hazel Car-
son; Elis Coleman; Melanie Heitman; Carmen Dussard; Santana 
Gunsby; Mr. & Mrs. Mike Morakis, Michael & Marshall;  Ever-
eƩ Palmer; Nilsa Rodriguez; Christopher & Yolanda Stewart; 
and Mr. & Mrs. Ken Tipton. 
 OUT OF TOWN VISITORS:  Mr. & Mrs. McKinsley Avery, Upper 
Darby, PA; Linda Baker, Ryan & Sean, Centreville, TN; Mike 
Barrios, Collierville, TN; Mychal & Xavier Campbell, Orlando, 
FL; Mrs. Rhonda Campbell & Tamara, Apopka, FL; Ricky & 
Lynda Davis, Equality, AL; John & Peggy Daniels, Rebecca & 
Steven, Folsom, CA; Evelyn Eagle, Columbus, GA; Mrs. Joyce 
Edmondson, St. Petersburg, FL; William Jackson & Audrey, Up-
per Darby, PA; Mrs. Stephanie Karch, Key West, FL; Sheila & 
Rebecca Morrison, El Paso, TX; Jon & Kristen Reames & family, 
Birmingham, AL; Ms. Cindy Roberts, Boynton Beach, FL; Mrs. 
Beth Rosenblum & Mia, Huntsville, AL; DeRita Summerlot, Or-
lando, FL; Virgil True, Franklin, TN; and Mrs. Lenis Villard, Day-
tona Beach, FL. 

 

Sunday,  
July 20 

Those to Serve 
If you cannot serve, please call Mike Ellis at 775-3533.  

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

AƩendance        July 20 June Avg. 

 Sun. Bible study 216 240 

 Sun. A.M. Worship 368 377 

 Sun. P.M. Worship 158 198 

 Wed. Bible study 175 200 

ContribuƟon   $12,326 $14,238 
2014 Weekly Budget:   $13,670 
Y-T-D ContribuƟon-to-Budget: +13,482 

Sunday Morning, July 27 
 Lead Singing ........................... Gary Friedly 
 Opening Prayer ............... L..H. Richardson  
 Scripture Reading .................. Jeff Goodale 
 Presiding at Table ................. Nate Nelson 
 Serve at Table: 
  Cornelius Brown  Rick Price 
  Bob Higbee Vincent Rogers 
  Dick Kelley Carmen Ruckman  
  Tommy Pauldo Rick TibbeƩs 
 Alternates: 
        Tim Fry David Payne 
 Closing Prayer .............................. Tim Cox 

Sunday Evening, July 27 
 Lead Singing ....................... Dan McLeod 
 Opening Prayer ................. Glen Dawson 
 Scripture Reading .............. Victor Colage 
 Presiding at Table .............. Kevin Weeks 
 Serve at Table:  
  Harrison Carter 
  Warren Porter 
  AusƟn Williams 
 Closing Prayer ................... Johnny Davis 
Wednesday Evening, July 30 
 Lead Singing ......................... Ivan Villard 
 Extend InvitaƟon .............. Tyrone Toson 
 Family Prayer .................. Bill Ingram, Jr. 

Ushers for the week of July 20: Head Usher: Richard Watson, Gary Jenkins & Ross Stone 

Sunday (July 27th) 
Willie Cox 
 
Monday (July 28th) 
David & Skye Brown (Ann.) 
Joy Cantrell 
 
Tuesday (July 29th) 
Les & BeƩy McQuinn (Ann.) 

Wednesday (July 30th) 
Victor Colage 
Adam Seal 
 
Thursday (July 31st) 
Janet Hickerson 
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Come 
& See! 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to: 
 Palm Beach Lakes Church of Christ 
 4067 Leo Lane 
 Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410-6401 

 PERIODICAL 
POSTAGE PAID 

at West Palm Beach, FL 

Palm Beach Lakes Church of Christ BulleƟn (USPS 097-200) 
Published weekly, except the weeks of December 25 and January 1, by the 

 Palm Beach Lakes Church of Christ at 4067 Leo Lane, Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33410 

Front Cover:  Joe & Marian Holland 

Speaking  

where  

the  

Bible  

speaks, 

silent where the Bible is silent. 

“All things were created through Him and for Him.  And He is before all 
things, and in Him all things consist.  And He is the head of the body, 
the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 
things He may have the preeminence...And whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him” (Col. 1:16-18; 3:17). 

What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
The Bible says... 
1.  Believe that Jesus is the Son of God   

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will 
be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

2.  Repent of your sinful ways 
“Repent therefore and be converted, that 
your sins may be bloƩed out” (Acts 3:19). 

3.  Confess your faith in Jesus 
“If you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus...you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

4.  Be immersed in water 
“He who believes and is bapƟzed will be 
saved” (Mark 16:16). 

5.  Commit to a lifeƟme of faithful service  
“Be faithful unƟl death, and I will give you the 
crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). 


