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“Shacking	up”	is	not	the	Same	as	Marriage 

Many	Bible	Characters	Were	Morning	People! 

 Last Saturday, as my wife and I were 
driving back to our home, we stopped at a 
garage sale. We had a conversa on with a 
younger lady there who was helping with the 
yard sale. She said something that I have not 
been able to forget. Somehow the topic of 
marriage came up, and I told her that Judie 

and I have been married for 54 years. Here response was, 
“Well my fiancée and I have been together for fi een 
years, and that is the same as marriage.” WRONG!!! 

 Affirming a “truth” does not make it true. I 
am amazed every me someone thinks that their 
view of life and religion is the same view that God 
has about life and religion. The Creator of this world 
said, “It is not in man who walks to direct his 
steps” (Jer. 10:23). Even if an individual’s expression 
of a “truth” is embraced by the whole world such would not 
make it right. Not one man or all men together, can define the 
path of righteousness. To affirm that living together is the 
same as marriage does not make it true.  

 Marriage is ordained, and the rela onship is holy 
and undefiled. Marriage is not some social arrangement which 
has evolved over the course of me. In the beginning God cre-
ated the heavens and the earth and on the sixth day of crea-

on He ordained marriage. When Jesus discussed this ma er 

He said, “What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
put asunder” (Ma . 19:6). Look again at His words. God joins a 
man and a woman together. Living together is simply not the 
same. For a couple to create an arrangement outside of mar-
riage leaves God out of the ma er.  

 Only the marriage bed is undefiled. The Lord said, 
“Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but 

fornicators and adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 
13:4). Two truths are expressed in this verse. Mar-
riage is honorable. God ordained the holiness of mar-
riage. The other truth should be sobering to those 
who fail to honor this. God will judge fornicators and 
adulterers. Their bed is described by God as defiled. 
Could it be stated any clearer? Living with a fiancée 
for fi een years is just not the same, yet many in 
America would agree with the words of that younger 

woman. Sex outside of marriage is fornica on, and if it in-
volves at least one married person it is adultery. How does God 
view this? What will God do about this? God will judge! 

 Our world is changing in so many ways. Our faith and 
devo on to revealed truth is being challenged in every way. 
The shield of faith will protect us from the fiery darts of the 
devil, but we must take the Bible, the sword of the spirit, and 
boldly stand and defend all that is holy. We are in the midst of 
a great conflict, and we must not cower in fear! 

 Are you a morning person?  Or are 
you a night owl?  Have you ever inten onally 
awakened early in the morning for the spe-
cific purpose of drawing closer to God?  You 
might be surprised how o en something like 
that is men oned in the Bible.  This is not the 
complete list, but consider the example set 

by these faithful Bible characters. 

 Abraham “rose early in the morning...split 
the wood for the burnt offering...and went 
to ...worship” (Gen. 22:3-5). 

 Moses would “rise early in the morning” to 
do the Lord’s bidding (Ex. 8:20; 9:13). 

 Moses “rose early in the morning” to wor-
ship and to “read [the Book of the Covenant] in the 
hearing of the people” (Ex. 24:4). 

 Moses “rose early in the morning” to meet the Lord 
(Ex. 34:4). 

 Joshua “rose early in the morning” to heed God’s 
specified instruc ons (Josh. 6:12, 15). 

 Joshua “rose early in the morning” when there was 
sin that needed to be eradicated (Josh. 7:16). 

 Gideon “rose early in the morning” to find the Lord’s 
favor on Him (Judg. 6:38; 7:1). 

 Samuel’s parents, Elkanah and Hannah, “rose early in 
the morning and worshiped before the Lord” (1 Sam. 1:19). 

 Samuel “rose early in the morning” to handle a hard 
task for the Lord (1 Sam. 15:12). 

 David “rose early in the morning” in order to obey his 
father’s command to him (1 Sam. 17:20). 

 Hezekiah “rose early” to worship, sacrifice to God and 
restore the people to God (2 Chron. 29:20). 

 Job made it his habit to “rise early in the 
morning and offer burnt offerings” on behalf of his 
children (Job 1:5). 

 Jesus rose “a long while before day-
light...and prayed” (Mark 1:35). 

 Jesus went “early in the morning” to teach 
people about God (John 8:2). 

 Faithful women sought Jesus “very early in the morn-
ing” (Luke 24:1). 

 The apostles arose “early in the morning and 
taught” (Acts 5:21). 

 You may not be a morning person.  (Lots of good and 
normal folks are not!)  But, could you become one for God?  
What could you and God do together for 30 minutes each 
morning “before the rest of the world wakes up”? 

By Dan Jenkins 

By David Sproule 

Two great truths: 
God ordained 

marriage and He 
will judge the 

immoral 

Awakened early 
in the morning 
for the specific 

purpose of draw-
ing closer to God 
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What would you NOT do for Jesus? 
 
If Jesus needed someone to help Him with His homework, would you step up to help (willingly), even if there were 
others who could or should?  If Jesus needed someone to help Him with His computer, would you step up to help 
(willingly), even if there were others who could or should?  If Jesus needed someone to help Him around His 
house, would you step up to help (willingly), even if there were others who could or should?  If Jesus needed 
someone to help Him work through some problems, would you step up to help (willingly), even if there were oth-
ers who could or should?  If Jesus needed someone to help Him with a project at the church, would you step up to 
help (willingly), even if there were others who could or should?   
 
A Chris an lives like Jesus and for Jesus!  “For to me, to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21).  “…Look out…for the interests of 
others…[T]his mind was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:3-5).  Jesus said, “Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of 
these My brethren, you did it to Me…Inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
Me” (Ma . 25:40, 45).  – DS 

  
Published in  

PBL Family News Emails  
the week of  

April 6, 2014 

Bearing your heart to God 
 
O en in the Psalms, David was overcome by the goodness of God and gushed forth (under inspira on) his total 
thrill for even having an opportunity to know God.  These Psalms are fun to read and to apply today.  Meditate 
upon, enjoy and apply these thoughts from Psalm 138. 
 
“I will praise You with my whole heart.”  A par al heart is not enough! 
“Before the gods I will sing praises to you.”  There is no shame in me for God! 
“I will worship and praise Your name.”  God alone, and no other, is worthy of my praise! 
“I will praise You for Your lovingkindness and Your truth.”  It’s more than I deserve! 
“In the day when I cried out, You answered me.”  He never leaves me hanging! 
“Though the Lord is on high, Yet He regards the lowly.”  He doesn’t forget about me! 
“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me.”  He is always there for me! 
 
Dig into the psalms.  If you were to pen your own psalm, gushing forth all that God has done for you, all that God 
means to you and all that you will do for God, what would you say?  – DS 
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Our Shut-Ins: Vera Day Helen Gardner Lore a Holaday Jean McMasters 
 Cora Lee Dennis Margaret Griffo Shelton Howell Be y Ma er 
 Margie Fortenberry Margie Hardin Gladys Jackson Leigh Pucke  

Ricky Smedley 
Margaret Wade 
Karen Wa s 

Pray for These PBL Members 

Millie Ames receiving specialized care 

Lillian Bankston dialysis treatments 

Janet Hickerson suffering with back pain 

Lennie Langley Palms Edge, Hospice Care 

Deidra Miley dialysis treatments 

Silas Moses dialysis treatments 

Charles Norton dialysis treatments 

Gene Pucke  dialysis treatments  

Les Sawyer recovering from radia on 

Patricia Ventress both kidneys removed 

Long-Term Health Issues 

Pray for These Rela ves of PBL Members 

Carolyn Cullom fractured vertebrae from recent fall, in a lot of pain 

Pearl El suffering with conges ve heart failure 

Tasha Ellis recovering from surgery 

Sharon Feeney recovering from shoulder surg./heart cath., doing be er 

Janet Hickerson recovering from another surgery (4/10), not doing well 

Silas Moses recovering at home from kidney surgery 

Godfrey Pra  now at home, has pneumonia but is improving 

Mary Reeves recovering from cataract surgery 

Cathy Seay recovering at home from surgery 

Patricia Ventress recovering from bronchi s & pneumonia, doing be er 

Karen Wa s not doing well and is ge ng weaker 

Joan Holloway scheduled for surgery (4/18) 

Richard Andress Terry Denton’s brother-in-law, mul ple health issues 

Craig Clark Chuck Clark’s brother, terminal 

Shirley Franklin Kay Richardson’s sister, cancer has returned 

Jennifer Jackson Joe & Janice Maloney’s daughter, recovering from seizure 

Perry King Be ye King’s father, under Hospice Care, liver cancer 

Mason Lerro Richard & Judy Lerro’s great-grandson, NICU, tracheotomy 

Peggy McKeal Ruth Lipford’s daughter, recovering from major surgery 

Ennis Mitchell Kay Richardson’s brother, stage 4 colon cancer 

Owen Pataluna Zula Garre ’s great-great-grandson, leukemia & chemo 

Kevin Schenk Leesa Schenk’s husband, upcoming surgery on arm (4/14) 

Edna Seames Gary Seames’ mother, in ICU a er having spleen removed 

Travis Simpkins Sam Simpkins’ brother, recovering from heart surgery 

Cur s Spann Glen Dawson’s cousin, stage 4 cancer 

Do ye Thomason Beth Fry’s mother, hospitalized in Tennessee 

Gussie Wells Andy Griffiths’ uncle, massive heart a ack, on life support 

Terry West Amy West’s father, undergoing cancer treatments 
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Sunday, April 13 
 Youth & Family Singing a er evening worship in the 

Family Room.  Every member is invited to stay and sing 
for about 35 minutes. 

 
Friday, April 18 
 Sr. High PDQ Lunch (No School Day) at 1:00 p.m.  Meet 

at PDQ on Okeechobee Blvd.  Bring money for food.  
See Skye Brown for more details. 

 
Saturday, April 19 
 Egg Hunt for Grades 5 & Under hosted by the Jr. High 

Youth.  Jr. High arrive at the building at 9:45 a.m.  Bring 
3 dozen filled plas c eggs. (No chocolate in eggs; it will 
melt.)  Grades 5 & Under children should arrive at 10:30 
a.m. to hunt for eggs.  Please sign up on the bulle n 
board to bring food and drinks. 

 
Saturday, April 26 
 Sr. High Cookout & Beach Devo at Ocean Cay Park on 

Marcinski Road in Jupiter.  Bring a side dish to share.  
See Skye Brown for more details. 

Sunday, April 20 
 Young Adult Mee ng a er evening worship in Adult 1. 
 
Monday, April 21 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Bowling Night at 6:30 p.m.  Cost is 

$20 per person.  See Sarah Collier or Cindy Nelson for 
more details. 

 
Saturday, May 3 
 Young Adult Devo at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Mike & 

Jean Archer. 
 
Monday, May 5 
 Young Adult Ladies’ Prayer Night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

home of Cherylann Wineinger. 
 
Saturday, May 17 
 Young Adult & Jr. High Service Project.  Meet at the 

building at 8:30 a.m.  See Ivan Villard for details. 
 
Sunday, May 18 
 Young Adult Mee ng a er evening worship in Adult 1. 

Monday, April 14 
 Monday Night Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. in the Family 

Room. 
  
Tuesday, April 15 
 Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fami-

ly Room.  
 
Thursday April 17 
 Ladies’ Day at Palm Beach Lakes.  Kathy Pollard of Den-

ver, CO will be speaking on “The Bride of Christ.” 
 5:45 p.m. Registra on 
 6:00 p.m. Opening Comments  
 6:30 p.m. Dinner Served by PBL Men 
 7:30 p.m. Lesson: “The Bride of Christ” 
 
Saturday, April 19 
 Golf Tournament at CFBC.  See the bulle n board for 

more informa on. 
 
Sunday, April 20 
 Mount Dora Children’s Home Supply Deadline.  A sup-

ply list can be found on the Welcome Desk.  Please 
place supplies in the Lobby. 

Saturday, April 26 
 Widows & Widowers Luncheon from 11:30 a.m. un l 

2:30 p.m. at the home of Kane & Fran Campbell.  There 
will be a legal advisor as a guest to answer ques ons.  
See Kane or Fran if you need a ride.  Please RSVP.  See 
the Welcome Desk in the Lobby for more details. 

 
Sunday, April 27 
 Troy Spradlin Mission Report at 9:00 a.m.  Jr. High, Sr. 

High & all adult classes will meet in the Auditorium. 
 
Friday, May 2 
 ET for Youth Volunteers Needed.  Volunteers are need-

ed to provide housing for boys & girls and to bring 
cookies & drinks.  Please sign up on the bulle n board if 
you are able to help. 

 
Sunday, May 4 
 Renova Nursing Home Visit at 2:30 p.m. 
 Wedding Shower for Ivan Villard & Amber Pi man at 

4:30 p.m. in the Family Room.  They are registered at 
Po ery Barn, Target and Bed, Bath & Beyond. 
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Good ques on. We have talked a lot about family and that aspect of the Family/Youth direc on we 
are taking. So, what about the youth?   

Let’s start with this idea. Have you ever been completely unprepared for something? Have you go en 
to class and someone asked, “Are you ready for the exam?” and your response was, “What exam?” There are 
moments in life when we wish we were be er prepared or equipped for the challenges. The core of the 
youth work at Palm Beach Lakes is equipping. We want the youth to be completely equipped, thoroughly fur-
nished, ba le-ready for the life that lies ahead. The truth is, our youth are already facing tough decisions and 
it won’t get any easier.                 

The ideal situa on is that the youth look back fondly on their me with God’s family and the youth 
group a er gradua on and that they feel like they are ready for the challenges. When the challenges come, 
they will think, “Oh, we talked about this,” or “I already made my decision about that.” When things get diffi-
cult for them, they will know that they can call the people that helped prepare them, like parents, family, 
mentors and others. These contacts will be a lifeline for them. They will be a sounding board for ideas and a 
way for the youth to work through faith struggles and life choices with someone they feel comfortable shar-
ing. Things get exponen ally more complex as we go through life. I must confess that I s ll call my Mom and 
Dad, Grandfather and some of you at PBL about these things. The advice I get ranges from, “I am sorry, that 
is part of life son,” to “Why don’t you look at it this way.” All of it is a lifeline to people that I know love me 
and want to see me succeed. People that have been there for me in the past and that I trust will con nue to 
be a phone call away. 

That is the core of it all—prepara on. There will s ll be a lot of the same ac vi es and same people 
involved. There will also be new ac vi es and new faces, but all with the same focus. It will be dynamic, fun, 
edifying, faith-building and spiritually cul va ng. It will also be intense, demanding and rewarding. They will 
need all of us, the family, to help make this happen. Parents should also know that the single greatest influ-
ence on a child is the parent. Years of scien fic research and thousands of years of Biblical examples a est to 
this. When the parents are not spiritually ac ve and leading by example in the home, the odds that the child 
will grow to be spiritually mature a er high school are cut in half. That means it could go either way, like spir-
itual Russian roule e. That is great news of us as parents. That means that just by doing what I promised I 
would do when I was bap zed—following the commandments of God, pu ng on Christ’s likeness and pro-
ducing fruits of righteousness—I have increased the chances that my children will do the same. What a bless-
ing!  

So, here is the challenge to all of us. We want every youth that graduates to be prepared and to know 
these three things: that they are loved, that they belong, and that they are victorious. If the youth can pass 
on into adulthood knowing/understanding these things—(1) that no ma er what they do or what happens, 
they are uncondi onally loved; (2) that they belong in the family of God; (3) that they are living victoriously in 
Christ because Satan is the vic m not them—who will be able to stop them? So, get involved in their lives 
and show them what it means to be a follower of Christ. What we don’t want is for them to get to that final 
exam with God and say, “What exam?”  

“So what’s happening 
with the youth?” 

 

By Josh Blackmer 
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  Thank you for the cards, beau ful flowers, 
and especially your prayers at the passing of my sister, Maxine 
Maskell, last week. 
   In Chris an love, 
   Bonnie Arthur 

* * * * * * * * 
My Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 I am so grateful for all the prayers, calls, hugs, and 
kind words regarding my recent surgery. I am happy to say I 
am feeling wonderful!  Thank you so much for your love! 
   In Him, 
   Tasha Ellis 
  
 
 
 
  

“...always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  (1 Cor. 15:58) 

LOCAL VISITORS: Tavares Atkins; Hazel & Tonya Carson; Angela 
Freeman; Lorenzo Garcia; Collin & Yakini Gardner; Arit Ibok; 
Ms. Monique LeBlanc; John Morgan; Ms. Evelyn Nazario; Mrs. 
Sherri Panuzzo; Ken & To e Roetz; Kevin Schenk; Noel Sinclair; 
Nekyila & Kalik Sinclair; Lana Smith, Sasha, & Alexis; and Chris-
topher & Yolanda Stewart. 
OUT OF TOWN VISITORS:  Diamond Cobb, Ft. Pierce, FL; Mr. & 
Mrs. Wayne Crenshaw, Oxford, FL; Jack & Suzanne Dempsey, 
Plymouth, MI; Marcia Farrar, Palm City, FL; Lynne & Be e Ford, 
Virginia Beach, VA; Whitney & Tonya Heas e, Freeport, Baha-
mas; Eldon Heas e, Nassau, Bahamas; Jim & Judy Howell, Tal-
lahassee, FL; Linda King, Delray Beach, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Don Ma-
haney, Vienna, WV; Mariah Mobley, Ft. Pierce, AL; Monica 
Morando, Jensen Beach, FL; Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rockey, Picker-
ington, OH; and Ron Wilkins, Pollock, LA. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

There is a Youth & Family Singing on Sunday, April 13 a er 
evening worship in the Family Room.  All members are invited!   

Sunday,  
April 6 

Those to Serve 
If you cannot serve, please call Mike Ellis at 775-3533.  

If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday morning, please meet in the Grades 6-8 classroom at 9:50 a.m. 
If you are scheduled to serve on Sunday evening, please meet at the front of the auditorium at 5:50 p.m. 

Our Record 
 

A endance        Apr. 6 Mar. Avg. 

 Sun. Bible study 225 221 

 Sun. A.M. Worship 436 355 

 Sun. P.M. Worship 170 190 

 Wed. Bible study 190 220 

Contribu on   $15,723 $14,388 
2014 Weekly Budget:   $13,670 
Y-T-D Contribu on-to-Budget: +7,491 

Sunday Morning, April 13 
 Lead Singing ......................... Jerry Hopkins 
 Opening Prayer .................... Gene Pucke   
 Scripture Reading ................ Bill Ingram, Jr. 
 Presiding at Table ................. Jeff Goodale 
 Serve at Table: 
  Cornelius Brown  Carman Ruckman 
  Victor Colage Clayton Trujillo 
  Grant Fuller Ivan Villard, Jr.  
  Gary Jenkins Kevin Weeks 
 Alternates: 
        Alex Lane Richard Lerro 
 Sermon................................... Dan Jenkins 
 Closing Prayer ........................ Chad Brown 

Sunday Evening, April 13 
 Lead Singing ...................... Jerry Pi man 
 Opening Prayer .......... Darin Summerlot 
 Scripture Reading .......... Aus n Williams 
 Presiding at Table ...................Dan Fuller 
 Serve at Table:  
  Ted Friesner, Tyrone Toson &  
  Leonard Williams 
 Sermon ................................ Dan Jenkins 
 Closing Prayer .................. Tom Martens 
Wednesday Evening, Apr. 16 
 Lead Singing ..................... Tyrone Toson 
 Extend Invita on ................ Chad Brown 
 Family Prayer .................... Johnny Davis 

Ushers for the week of Apr. 13 Head Usher: Freddie Gadson, Doug Carrick & Tommy Pauldo 

Sunday (April 13th) 
Marcia Clough-Moss 
 
Thursday, (April 17th) 
Joseph Charles 

Friday (April 18th) 
Jerry & Shirley Hopkins (Ann.) 
Loni Fuller 
 
Saturday (April 19th) 
Ka e Wagner 
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Come 
& See! 

Service Schedule 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes .......... 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship .............. 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship ................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
 Bible classes .......... 7:00 p.m. 
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Speaking  

where  

the  

Bible  

speaks, 

silent where the Bible is silent. 

What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
The Bible says... 
1.  Believe that Jesus is the Son of God   

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will 
be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

2.  Repent of your sinful ways 
“Repent therefore and be converted, that 
your sins may be blo ed out” (Acts 3:19). 

3.  Confess your faith in Jesus 
“If you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus...you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

4.  Be immersed in water 
“He who believes and is bap zed will be 
saved” (Mark 16:16). 

5.  Commit to a life me of faithful service  
“Be faithful un l death, and I will give you the 
crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). 


